
GOT
TRASH?

Don't abandon your 
trash on the streets. 

Help keep our 
neighborhoods and 

waterways clean!
rcwatershed.org   



TIPS FOR 
EMPLOYEES 
ABOUT 
COMMON 
HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 
ITEMS

ANTIFREEZE, 
BATTERIES, OIL& PAINT 
COLLECTION FACILITIES:

PERMANENT HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION FACILITIES:

Help your customers make  
eco-friendly decisions by  
offering these helpful tips!

rcwatershed.org

Agua Mansa 
1780 Agua Mansa Road 
Jurupa Valley 
Open: Non-Holiday weekend 
Saturdays only  
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Lake Elsinore 
512 N. Langstaff Street
Lake Elsinore 
Open: October-May:  
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
June-September:  
7:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Palm Springs 
1100 Vella Road 
Palm Springs 
Open: Non-Holiday weekend 
Saturdays only 
October-May  
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
June-September  
7:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Beaumont -

Hemet Area
Lamb Canyon Landfill 
16411 Lamb Canyon Road 
Beaumont 
Open: Monday through 
Saturday 6:00 AM to 4:30 PM

Moreno Valley Area 
Badlands Landfill 
31125 Ironwood Ave 
Moreno Valley 
Open: Monday through 
Saturday 6:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Murrieta -
Temecula Area 
County Road Yard 
25315 Jefferson Avenue 
Murrieta 
Open: Non-Holiday weekend 
Saturdays only  
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

WHAT IS CONSIDERED HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE?

• Gardening products: pesticides, 
herbicides, poisons, fertilizers, and 
garden chemicals

• Outdoor Products: BBQ propane 
tanks, kerosene lamp oil, lighter fluid, 
and pool chemicals

• Paint products: paint, stain, varnish, 
adhesive, paint thinner, resin, epoxy, 
caulking, and wood preservatives

• Household Products: batteries, 
cooking oil, fluorescent tubes & bulbs, 
light ballasts, smoke detectors, and 
mercury thermostats

All of these products must be properly disposed 
of at a Household Hazardous Waste Facility OR 
Antifreeze, Batteries, Oil & Paint  
Collection Facility.

TIPS FOR HANDLING AND 
STORING HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 
PRODUCTS:

• NEVER mix any products 
together. Mixing 
products can be very 
dangerous.

• Keep products in their 
original containers with 
labels on.

• Follow storage directions 
that are provided on the 
product’s label. 



GARDENING PRODUCTS
Gardening products that contain harmful 
chemicals can pose a threat to our waterways 
when washed down the storm drain.

Tips for Usage:

• To prevent water 
contamination, 
these products 
shouldn’t be used 
before rainfall or 
before irrigation. 

• When applying 
pesticides to 
plants, only spray 
the spots where 
the pest is most 
prevalent.

OVERIRRIGATION
Overirrigation is one of the ways we create runoff 
at home which can carry pollutants into our 
waterways. 

Tips for Usage:

• Water less frequently

• Fix leaking sprinklers

• Check that your sprinkler heads are 
not pointing towards the street or 
sidewalk

• Install smart sprinklers, which have 
water-saving features like scheduled 
irrigation and weather awareness

BATTERY PRODUCTS
Batteries must be safely disposed of at Antifreeze, 
Batteries Oil & Paint Collection Facilities OR 
Household Hazardous Waste Facilities.

Did you know?

When batteries end up in the landfill, 
the metals and chemicals can leak into 
the ground and into our waterways. This 
applies to ALL batteries, including alkaline, 
rechargeable, and automotive. 

PAINT PRODUCTS
Paint is formulated with 
many chemicals that 
require proper disposal 
at an Antifreeze, 
Batteries Oil & Paint 
Collection Facility OR a 
Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility.

Tips for Usage:

• Paint products should NEVER be 
poured down the drain.

• Brushes used with water-based 
paint can be washed in the sink with 
water.

• Brushes used with oil-based paint 
should be cleaned using paint 
thinner. Paint thinner should be 
stored for reuse or disposed of at a 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility.

• Empty paint cans should be left to 
dry before disposal into the  
trash can.







Irrigation Runoff  
Stormwater  
Fact Sheet
Report Irrigation Runoff or  
Stormwater Pollution 
800.506.2555

Be the Solution.  
Prevent Runoff Pollution.

The water that flows into storm drains is not treated 
before flowing into Riverside County’s creeks, rivers, 
lakes, and eventually the ocean (unlike the sanitary sewer 
system). It should never contain washwater or pollutants 
like pesticides, fertilizer, dirt, leaves, and other hazardous 
substances generated by irrigation runoff. If these 
pollutants are not properly contained, they can runoff 
into the storm drain and harm our waterways.

Preventing runoff pollution while maintaining your 
property protects aquatic life, water quality, and keeps 
our waterways thriving. To take care of your green 
spaces, make sure to only use pesticides and fertilizers 
when absolutely necessary and never before rain, 
prevent overwatering, and sweep debris regularly.

Irrigation Pollutant 
Sources
Overwatering
Overwatering can cause dirt, pesticides, fertilizers, pet 
waste, and organic waste to flow into the storm drain.

Pesticide, Fertilizer, or Herbicide Use
Pesticide, fertilizer, or herbicide use 48 hours before or 
during rain can lead to these chemicals going untreated into 
our waterways.

Improper Maintenance Before Rain
Leaving pet waste, leaves, grass clippings, and chemicals 
on the ground (from property neglect or landscape 
maintenance) before or during rain can cause them to flow 
into the storm drain.

Runoff From Commercial Properties
Commercial properties, like golf courses, can cause 
pesticides, dirt, oil, and other hazardous waste to runoff.



Prevent Overwatering
 Only give your lawn and garden the amount of 

water it needs, and use drip irrigation, soaker 
hoses, or micro-spray systems. Do not water 
when it is raining and use an irrigation timer to 
pre-set watering times.

 Conduct a Sprinkler Spruce Up regularly to 
ensure overwatering and runoff aren’t occurring. 
If you notice a leak in your irrigation system, 
repair it immediately.

 Redirect your downspout to a rain garden, dry 
creek bed, rain barrel, or underwatered part of 
your lawn. 

Plant Riverside County-
Native Vegetation

 Plant native vegetation like foothill 
penstemon and red bush monkeyflower to 
reduce the amount of water, fertilizers, and 
pesticides needed. 

 Plant fast-growing and dense ground covering 
plants like California fuscia and Angelita daisy 
to prevent erosion. For landscaping ideas visit: 
www.bewaterwise.com.

Utilize Business Best 
Practices

 Wash golf carts and lawn mowers over 
permeable surfaces.

 Cover storm drains when conducting washing 
and maintenance activities to prevent 
washwater from flowing into the storm drain. 

 If your golf course handles reportable 
quantities of hazardous waste, you are 
required to submit a Hazardous Materials 
Business Plan through the California 
Environmental Reporting System.  
Visit rcwaste.org/business/hw for more info.

 Keep stockpiles at least 50 feet from 
concentrated flows of stormwater, drainage 
courses, and inlets.

 Regularly inspect and maintain oil storage 
tanks, drums, and areas to keep them in 
good condition. 

 Utilize a commercial water broom to wash hard 
surfaces like tennis courts, patios, parking areas, 
and sidewalks, and make sure washwater never 
enters the storm drain system.

Best 
Management 
Practices for 
Irrigation
Protect our waterways while maintaining your green spaces 
by implementing these BMPs (best management practices):

Who We Are
Riverside County Watershed Protection is a 
partnership program between Riverside County, 
the Flood Control & Water Conservation District, 
Coachella Valley Water District, and 27 cities that 
manage watershed programs which protect, 
preserve, and enhance the quality of the water and 
the natural environment of our watersheds.

What We Do
The partnership uses a combination of public 
education, best management practices, evaluation, 
and water quality monitoring to eliminate 
stormwater pollution in our waterways and comply 
with all federal, state, and local regulations. Our aim 
is to empower residents with information about 
pollution prevention and implement tactics that keep 
our watersheds healthy.

For more information about stormwater-safe 
irrigation practices, visit: rcwatershed.org/
residents/at-home/overwatering/.

Contact Us
To report pollution:

Call (800) 506-2555 

 Visit rcwatershed.org/get-involved/ 
report-pollution

For emergancies, dial 911

rcwatershed.org  |  (951) 955-1200



Riverside’s 
Solution  
to Runoff Pollution

?
What 
Common 
Pollutants 
are Found in 
Runoff?
Here are some common pollutants and 
actions you can take to prevent them from 
flowing into Riverside County’s storm drains 
and waterways.

What is Runoff?
When water from rain and 
outdoor water use runs off roofs, 
driveways, and sidewalks, it brings 
everything it touches with it. This 
runoff can include trash, fertilizer, 
pet waste, home solvents, and 
other pollutants which ends up in 
Riverside County’s waterways.

Water that goes into 
Riverside County’s storm 
drains is NOT TREATED
Whether residents or businesses 
intentionally or accidentally let 
runoff flow into storm drains, it 
can harm our creeks, rivers, lakes, 
and eventually the ocean. While 
wastewater from toilets, sinks, and 
showers gets treated, water that flows 
into the storm drain goes untreated 
into our waterways.

rcwatershed.org  |  (951) 955-1200



Pollutants and Prevention
Pet Waste
Pet waste has harmful bacteria that can contaminate Riverside 
County’s bodies of water and neighboring ecosystems. This 
can lead to residents getting sick, algal blooms, and plants and 
animals dying. Always pick up after your pet on walks and in 
your yard, especially before it rains.

Trash
Litter like cigarette butts, candy and food wrappers/
containers, and straws can harm our waterways and cause 
drainage issues. Make sure to place all trash in covered trash 
cans to prevent wind or rain from taking it into the storm 
drain system.

Automotive Chemicals
Liquids like motor oil, fuels, lubricants, and antifreeze can 
damage water quality and harm wildlife if they get into our 
creeks, rivers, and lakes. Make sure to repair leaking vehicles 
as soon as possible and clean spills with absorbents available 
at home and auto supply shops. Used engine oil can be 
recycled at the Murrieta, Beaumont, or Moreno Valley ABOP 
and PaintCare Facilities or where the oil was purchased.

Yard Clippings
If yard clippings aren’t properly disposed of, they can cause 
erosion, flooding, and prevent stormwater drainage. Collect 
all clippings after doing yard work and properly dispose of 
them by composting or placing them in a green waste bin.

Fertilizers and Pesticides
These can enter the storm drain after it rains or when 
landscaped areas are over irrigated. Limit your pesticide, 
fertilizer, and herbicide use by using non-chemical methods 
whenever possible. If they are necessary, follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions and do not apply them 48 hours 
before predicted rain.

Soapy Car Wash Water
Dirt and debris from your car, along with chemicals in the 
soap, can harm our creeks, rivers, and lakes if they flow 
untreated into our waterways. Wash your car over a gravel 
or grassy area, or take it to a commercial car wash to limit 
runoff pollution.

Household Chemicals
Paint and other household chemicals like solvents, 
degreasers, and drain cleaners are hazardous to 
aquatic life and human health if they get into the storm 
drain system. Make sure to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions, clean spills with absorbents, and dispose of 
unused paints and household chemicals at the Murrieta, 
Beaumont, or Moreno Valley ABOP and PaintCare Facilities 
(rcwaste.org/hhw).

Who We Are
Riverside County Watershed 
Protection is a partnership 
program between Riverside 
County, the Flood Control & Water 
Conservation District, Coachella 
Valley Water District, and 27 cities 
that manage watershed programs 
which protect, preserve, and 
enhance the quality of the water 
and the natural environment of 
our watersheds.

What We Do
The partnership uses a combination 
of public education, best 
management practices, evaluation, 
and water quality monitoring to 
eliminate stormwater pollution in 
our waterways and comply with all 
federal, state, and local regulations. 
Our aim is to empower residents 
with information about pollution 
prevention and implement tactics 
that keep our watersheds healthy.

Contact Us:
To report pollution:

Call (800) 506-2555 

 Visit rcwatershed.org/get-
involved/report-pollution

For emergancies, dial 911

rcwatershed.org  |  (951) 955-1200

For more information about keeping our 
waterways clean, visit: rcwatershed.org/
about/stormwater-pollution-prevention.



 



  



What is stormwater runoff?

Why is stormwater runoff
a problem?

The effects of pollution

Stormwater runoff occurs when precipitation
from rain or snowmelt flows over the ground.
Impervious surfaces like driveways, sidewalks,
and streets prevent stormwater from
naturally soaking into the ground.

Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other
pollutants and flow into a storm sewer system or directly to
a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. Anything that
enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into
the waterbodies we use for swimming, fishing, and providing
drinking water.

Polluted stormwater runoff can have
many adverse effects on plants, fish,
animals, and people.

Sediment can cloud the water
and make it difficult or
impossible for aquatic plants to
grow. Sediment also can

.

�

destroy aquatic habitats

Excess nutrients can cause
algae blooms. When algae die,
they sink to the bottom and decompose
in a process that removes oxygen from
the water. Fish and other aquatic
organisms can’t exist in water with low
dissolved oxygen levels.

Bacteria and other pathogens can wash
into swimming areas and create health
hazards, often making beach closures
necessary.

Debris—plastic bags, six-pack rings, bottles, and
cigarette butts—washed into waterbodies can choke, suffocate, or
disable aquatic life like ducks, fish, turtles, and birds.

Household hazardous wastes like insecticides, pesticides, paint,
solvents, used motor oil, and other auto fluids can poison aquatic life.
Land animals and people can become sick or die from eating diseased
fish and shellfish or ingesting polluted water.

Polluted stormwater often
affects drinking water
sources. This, in turn, can
affect human health and
increase drinking water
treatment costs.

�

�

�

�

�

AftertheStorm

EPA 833-B-03-002

January 2003

For more information contact:

or visit
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater

www.epa.gov/nps
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Auto care
Washing your car and
degreasing auto parts at home
can send detergents and other
contaminants through the
storm sewer system. Dumping
automotive fluids into storm
drains has the same result as
dumping the materials directly
into a waterbody.

Pet waste
Pet waste can be
a major source of
bacteria and
excess nutrients
in local waters.

� When walking
your pet,
remember to pick up the
waste and dispose of it
properly. Flushing pet
waste is the best disposal
method. Leaving pet waste
on the ground increases
public health risks by
allowing harmful bacteria
and nutrients to wash into
the storm drain and
eventually into local
waterbodies.

Septic
systems
Leaking and
poorly
maintained
septic
systems release nutrients and
pathogens (bacteria and
viruses) that can be picked up
by stormwater and discharged
into nearby waterbodies.
Pathogens can cause public
health problems and
environmental concerns.

Lawn care
Excess fertilizers
and pesticides
applied to lawns
and gardens wash
off and pollute
streams. In
addition, yard
clippings and
leaves can wash
into storm drains and contribute
nutrients and organic matter to streams.

Education is essential to changing people's behavior.
Signs and markers near storm drains warn residents
that pollutants entering the drains will be carried
untreated into a local waterbody.

Recycle or properly dispose of household products that

contain chemicals, such as insecticides, pesticides, paint,

solvents, and used motor oil and other auto fluids.

Don’t pour them onto the ground or into storm drains.
�

�

Use a commercial car wash that treats or
recycles its wastewater, or wash your car on
your yard so the water infiltrates into the
ground.

Repair leaks and dispose of used auto fluids
and batteries at designated drop-off or
recycling locations.

�

�

�

�

Don’t overwater your lawn. Consider
using a soaker hose instead of a
sprinkler.

Use pesticides and fertilizers
sparingly. When use is necessary, use
these chemicals in the recommended
amounts. Use organic mulch or safer
pest control methods whenever
possible.

Compost or mulch yard waste. Don’t
leave it in the street or sweep it into
storm drains or streams.

Cover piles of dirt or mulch being
used in landscaping projects.

�

�

Inspect your system every
3 years and pump your
tank as necessary (every 3
to 5 years).

Don't dispose of
household hazardous
waste in sinks or toilets.

Dirt, oil, and debris that collect in
parking lots and paved areas can be
washed into the storm sewer system
and eventually enter local
waterbodies.

�

�

�

Sweep up litter and debris from
sidewalks, driveways and parking lots,
especially around storm drains.

Cover grease storage and dumpsters
and keep them clean to avoid leaks.

Report any chemical spill to the local
hazardous waste cleanup team.
They’ll know the best way to keep
spills from harming the environment.

Erosion controls that aren’t maintained can cause
excessive amounts of sediment and debris to be
carried into the stormwater system. Construction
vehicles can leak fuel, oil, and other harmful fluids
that can be picked up by stormwater and
deposited into local waterbodies.

�

�

�

Divert stormwater away from disturbed or
exposed areas of the construction site.

Install silt fences, vehicle mud removal areas,
vegetative cover, and other sediment and
erosion controls  and properly maintain them,
especially after rainstorms.

Prevent soil erosion by minimizing disturbed
areas during construction projects, and seed
and mulch bare areas as soon as possible.

Uncovered fueling stations allow spills to be
washed into storm drains. Cars waiting to be
repaired can leak fuel, oil, and other harmful
fluids that can be picked up by stormwater.

�

�

�

�

Clean up spills immediately and properly
dispose of cleanup materials.

Provide cover over fueling stations and
design or retrofit facilities for spill
containment.

Properly maintain fleet vehicles to prevent
oil, gas, and other discharges from being
washed into local waterbodies.

Install and maintain oil/water separators.

Lack of vegetation on streambanks can lead to erosion. Overgrazed pastures can also
contribute excessive amounts of sediment to local waterbodies. Excess fertilizers and
pesticides can poison aquatic animals and lead to destructive algae blooms. Livestock in
streams can contaminate waterways with bacteria, making them unsafe for human contact.

�

�

�

�

�

Keep livestock away from streambanks and provide
them a water source away from waterbodies.

Store and apply manure away from waterbodies and in
accordance with a nutrient management plan.

Vegetate riparian areas along waterways.

Rotate animal grazing to prevent soil erosion in fields.

Apply fertilizers and pesticides according to label
instructions to save money and minimize pollution.

Permeable Pavement

Rain Barrels

Rain Gardens and
Grassy Swales

Vegetated Filter Strips

—Traditional concrete and
asphalt don’t allow water to soak into the ground.
Instead these surfaces rely on storm drains to
divert unwanted water. Permeable pavement
systems allow rain and snowmelt to soak through,
decreasing stormwater runoff.

—You can
collect rainwater from
rooftops in mosquito-
proof containers. The
water can be used later on
lawn or garden areas.

—Specially
designed areas planted
with native plants can provide natural places for

rainwater to collect
and soak into the
ground. Rain from
rooftop areas or paved
areas can be diverted
into these areas rather
than into storm drains.

—Filter strips are areas of
native grass or plants created along roadways or
streams. They trap the pollutants stormwater
picks up as it flows across driveways and streets.

Residential landscaping

Improperly managed logging operations can result in erosion and
sedimentation.

�

�

�

�

�

Conduct preharvest planning to prevent erosion and lower costs.

Use logging methods and equipment that minimize soil disturbance.

Plan and design skid trails, yard areas, and truck access roads to
minimize stream crossings and avoid disturbing the forest floor.

Construct stream crossings so that they minimize erosion and physical
changes to streams.

Expedite revegetation of cleared areas.

Commercial

Stormwater Pollution Solutions

Construction
Agriculture Automotive

Facilities

Forestry
















