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For more information, please visit wsask.ca or call 306-694-3900.

Drainage Approvals 
A Business Asset for a Growing Industry 

Maintains public trust 
and confidence in the 

agricultural industry 

Security for crops and land

Risk reduction

Are drainage approvals necessary on my farm?
If you are a landowner who has drainage on your land then you most likely need a drainage approval. Drainage 
is any action taken, or intended, for the removal or lessening of the amount of water from land, and includes 
deepening, straightening, widening or diversion of the course of a stream, creek, or other watercourse, as well 
as the construction of dykes. For additional information on what qualifies as drainage see our What is Drainage 
Fact Sheet.

Are my drainage works ‘grandfathered’?

No. All drainage works require an approval. No works are grandfathered because all drainage works cause 
impacts, no matter when they were constructed.

My works drain into a Conservation and Development (C&D) ditch, so are my drainage works 
approved?

No. A C&D ditch may be approved, but all private drainage works which drain into it still require an approval.




