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ONE OF THE MOST 
ASKED QUESTION 
BY PEOPLE 
CONTEMPLATING 
BUILDING A HOME 

How much does it cost per 

square foot to build a house?  



JEFF RICE

Jeff Rice is a general contractor and chief of 

business operations for Origin Family 

Homebuilders. Jeff enjoys the whole home building 

process, but his favorite part is helping clients 

translate their ideas from an image in their minds, 

to a plan on paper, and finally to a beautiful home 

they can live in. In addition to working in residential 

construction, Jeff also spends his time teaching 

marketing and project management courses at Mid-

State Technical College and relaxing with his wife 

and little boy at their home in Custer.



JEFF CHURAS

Jeffrey Churas works for his hometown bank The 

International Bank of Amherst as an Assistant Vice President 

Retail lending.  In this capacity he assists customers whether 

they are buying their first home, refinancing their existing 

home or building their new home.  Jeffrey enjoys helping 

customers realize their home ownership dreams by assisting 

them through the home lending process. This involves 

listening to the customer and determining their needs then 

fitting them to the appropriate lending product. He has 28 

years of banking experience and is a 2017 Graduate of the 

Graduate School of Banking Madison, WI. 



KAREN YACH

Residential Mortgage Lender at Associated Bank 

with 25 years of experience in lending. She enjoys 

working with customers through their new 

construction process, land purchase or home 

purchase. Being available throughout the process to 

answer questions is her top priority during this 

very important time in her customer’s life.



JASON BLENKER

Jason Blenker is the visionary leader behind 

Blenker Companies, Inc a mid-west 

provider of housing solutions designed to 

make the building process easier, faster, and 

better. Jason has one mission, to Build 

Something Great® – great buildings, great 

communities, great companies, great 

leaders, and great team members. By 

providing engaged leadership and an eye on 

the future, Jason focuses on leading off-site 

manufacturing of housing solutions to 

builders, developers, and owners.



Finding a builder



Before you start reaching out…



Do I need a house plan?



Do I need a lot?



Do I need a budget?



How to know if a builder is a good fit?



Why get a preapproval?
• Determines Feasibility.

• Solid document review of your income, credit and funds vs a 

prequalification which is just a conversation.

• Saves time later.

• Reduces stress.

• Preapproval process flushes out any issues; credit for example. 



What is needed to do a preapproval?
• Recent computer generated paystub within the last 30 days.

• Last two years federal tax returns and w-2s at this time 2016 and 2017 with 2018 w-2s.

• Recent 2 months bank statements verifying funds that will be used for down payment 

and closing costs.

• If lot already owned then a copy of the deed to the lot and a copy of a recent real 

estate property tax bill. If purchased within the last 12 months, a copy of the offer to 

purchase on the lot.

• Your driver’s license.

• General list of debts to include minimum payments, outstanding balance and account 

number and depository accounts to include name and address of institution along with 

account numbers.



What happens during the preapproval process?
• Credit application is completed.

• Credit bureau is pulled with a risk based pricing notice.

• Income and deposit information and credit information is gathered.

• Lender analyzes all of the information and determines qualification.

• Preapproval letter is created and delivered to the customer.





















Bids



Schedule









The 5 things you need to have in 

your construction contract

1.Clearly defined Scope of Work
• Plans/specifications

• What is Included?  Excluded? By owner?

• Labor, materials, both?

• Specifics (brand, quantity, color, size, etc.)

2.Clearly defined Costs of the Work
• Is this a bid or an estimate?

• Allowances vs. Fixed Price

• Options

• Alternates



3. Schedules
• Construction start & completion date

• Project Milestones

• Decision Schedule

• Payment Schedule

4. Terms & Conditions
• How are disputes resolved?

• Change Orders

• Delays

• Insurance

The 5 things you need to have in 

your construction contract



5. Warranty
• What is covered?

• How Long?

• Product warranties

The 5 things you need to have in 

your construction contract






