
OCTOBER 2026 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I am truly honored to serve as President of the GSHBA. As I begin this 
role, I want to recognize and thank the past presidents, board mem-
bers, committee chairs, and members who have helped build this asso-
ciation into what it is today. 

As builders, we understand the importance of a strong foundation—but 
we also know that we have to continue adapting and improving. I hope 
we can honor the traditions that have made GSHBA successful while al-
so embracing new ideas and innovation that create positive change. 

Two of my biggest priorities will be strengthening our membership and 
investing in the next generation. Bringing new members into our asso-
ciation is important, but giving our current members value and a rea-
son to stay involved is just as important. I want GSHBA to be an organi-
zation people don't just pay dues to—I want it to be something they're 
proud to be part of. 

And as we continue our fundraisers, events, and community involve-
ment, I hope we never lose sight of one of the biggest reasons behind 
those efforts: our kids and the future of our industry. Every scholar-
ship and opportunity we create is an investment in the next generation 
of builders, tradespeople, and community leaders. 

I encourage everyone to get involved, share your ideas, and try something new. If you have a great 
idea, bring it forward. If it's a bad idea, bring it forward anyway—we've probably tried worse. 

We're builders. Building is what we do. 

So let's honor our past, strengthen what we have today, have a little fun along the way, and keep 
building for the future. 

— Eric Chojnacki 
President, GSHBA 

Eric A. Chojnacki 

Owner / Operator 

Freedom Home Builders LLC 

(715) 252-5028 

www.freedomhomebuilderswi.com 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.freedomhomebuilderswi.com&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c35G0apNsnQZbBX3unHfWtUFVsjhlkAE4XX-FVgu3kY&m=zBULmjiu32rIN6e1wEWRVkmB8tuDSZl7xpsxjeSEM93XdLyNMqrwMSfPXxhvsPtY&s=5StrcwX


October 1 - Hammer Down 5K Committee Meeting at 4:00pm at Rooted in Red, Wis Rapids 

October 6 - Scholarship Committee Meeting at 5:30pm at Springville Sports Barn, Plover 

October 14 - Holiday Parade Committee Meeting at 4:00pm O’so Brewing Company, Plover 

October 29 - GSHBA Halloween Costume Party at Stone Harvest Wine Lounge, Plover 

November 18 & 19 - 19th Stevens Point Holiday Parade.  18th Float building at Bergman’s shop at 4:00pm 

December 10 - Christmas Casino Party at Springville Sports Barn 

https://focusonenergy.com/builders




To View the Directory online go 

to www.gshba.org or Click on 

this link   

Advanced Plumbing - Ryan Lepak 

KBM Landscape & Design - Kaleb Mayer 

New Members and Visitors will now have a name tag that is marked with a high res sticker.  

Watch for these at our monthly gatherings so you can make sure to introduce yourself and 

get to know all the new people as they join the association. 

https://gshba.org/member-directory
https://gshba.org/member-directory






Scholarship Committee -  The Building of Our Future 

In 2002 the Golden Sands HBA, with the support of our members, launched a scholarship program 

that is designed to support and encourage students who are pursuing educational studies that would 

lead to careers in the building industry and related sectors. Since that time we have done many 

events throughout the year to build our scholarship funds so that we can help others get started in 

the industry. If you are interested in donating a scholarship or would like to serve on the scholarship 

committee ,please attend the first kick off meeting on October 6th or reach out to the office 715-340

-2242 or office@gshba.net.  

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

October 6th at 5:30pm 

At Springville Sports Barn - 2811 Plover Springs Dr, Plover  

If you are interested in serving on the scholarship committee this year, we would love to have you!  

Help Build a GSHBA Holiday Parade Float 
Holiday Parade Committee Meeting  

October 14, at 4:00pm  
at O’so Brewing Company in Plover 

GSHBA loves being involved in the community and the Holiday Parade is a great way to do 

it. If you’d like to help us plan and build the GSHBA float for the parade, join us for the first 

committee planning meeting. Everyone is invited to be a part of it. The more the merrier, it’s a 

great way to kick off the holiday spirit!  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=990c46011da38fd9ba379ce3f31048b9bbd9cc4b7cb6829bae9860753fddcff6JmltdHM9MTc5MDcyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=10e9c8c2-3f10-66ff-2bb9-dae53e3b67d7&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVNwcmluZ3ZpbGxl


Installation & Awards Night 
This month, we installed our new Board of Directors, Officers, and President for the upcoming year. We are 
excited to welcome Josh Macara as a first-time board member, Eric Chojnacki as our new President, Don 
Manarcin as President-Elect, and Mike Helmrick as Treasurer. We are looking 
forward to the fresh leadership, new ideas, and another exciting year ahead 
for the Golden Sands Home Builders Association! 

 

We also took time to recognize and thank our Spike Mem-
bers. Spike Members are members who help grow the associ-
ation by recruiting new members. The National Association of 
Home Builders tracks these referrals through its Spike Club 
program. Members earn one Spike credit for each new mem-
ber they recruit, another credit when that member renews 
for a second year, and one-half credit for each year the mem-
ber continues to renew after that. 

NAHB also rewards recruitment efforts by offering a complimentary ticket to the Closing Concert at the Inter-
national Builders’ Show to members who recruit at least one new member during the year. This year, GSHBA 
is adding a local incentive as well. Our annual August boat cruise on the Chain of Lakes, traditionally held as a 
thank-you to members who serve on committees, will now also be open to any member who recruits at least 
two new members during the calendar year. It is another great reason to help introduce new people to the 
association and continue building our membership! 

We were also proud to recognize several outstanding 
members with awards. The Leadership Award was pre-
sented to Kurt Bergman of Bergman Builders, Associate of 
the Year was awarded to Droptine Fabrication, Builder of 
the Year was presented to Hyer Homes, and the Presi-
dent’s Award was given to David Hagen of Ideal Crane. 

Congratulations to all of our award recipients, officers, 
board members, and Spike Members. Thank you for the 
time, leadership, and continued support you give to our 
association. We appreciate everything you do to help 
make GSHBA stronger! 



Parade of Homes 2026 

The Parade was held September 11-14, 2026 and kudos to all the builders and associates that 

worked on these beautiful houses!  We had 19 homes on tour, built by 14 of our member builders. 

Attendance was strong and overall it was a successful and hopefully beneficial weekend for everyone 

involved. 

Thank you to all the builders, associates, advertisers, sponsors, ticket volunteers and attendees that 

all made it possible and made it a success! 




