
 

 

 

Biography 

 

Reginald Philip Bell (1899 – 1913)  

Reginald Bell, better known as “Little Bell,” was a talented young Victorian jockey whose 
life was tragically cut short at 14. Born into a well-known Melbourne racing family, he 
had already gained considerable riding experience before a fatal accident at Moonee 
Valley in August 1913. 

Reginald was born in May 1899 and was 
the youngest child of Edward and Rachel 
Bell. Horse racing played a major role in 
the Bell family. They were involved in 
various aspects of the industry, including 
journalism, horse training, bookmaking, 
and jockeying. 

Reginald showed a natural ability with 
horses, beginning to ride confidently 
when he was only two years old. By the 
time of his death, he had competed in 
more than 100 races, an impressive 
record for someone so young. 

Reginald’s racing achievements included 
wins at the Geelong St Patrick’s Day 
meeting in 1911. His final victory came 
in June 1913 at Moonee Valley, riding 
Gold Braid, a horse owned by his father. 

Reginald received his training under the 
guidance of his older brother, Edward 
Alan Bell, who went on to establish 
himself as a respected jockey and trainer. Edward’s contribution to racing was later 
recognised when he was inducted into the Victorian Racing Club Hall of Fame in 2017. 

On 20 August 1913, Reginald was competing in the Maiden Plate at Moonee Valley 
aboard a filly named Balvenie. During the home straight, the filly stumbled after 
stepping on another horse’s hoof, causing Reginald to be thrown from the saddle. The 
young jockey sustained catastrophic injuries, including a fractured skull, a broken nose 

Reginald Bell’s death 
was reported in The 
Herald, 27 August 1913 



and concussion. A stewards’ inquiry investigated the accident, with congestion among 
the horses and Balvenie’s inexperience considered possible contributing factors. 

At just 14, ‘Little Bell’ had already competed in more races than many jockeys would in a 
lifetime. His promising career ended at Moonee Valley, but his story lives on at Coburg 
Cemetery, where he is buried in Roman Catholic A, Grave 487. 
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