Community Presbyterian Church!

JANUARY 4, 2026     __              _ EPIPHANY SUNDAY _                                               10:00 a.m.
 
Welcome to this Sacred Time and Holy Place of Worship

Quote for Meditation: “God forgave us before we knew to ask for forgiveness,                                                            			    let alone whom to ask.”                                                                    - Unknown
GREETING and PASSING OF THE PEACE			                               Elder Al Kopacka

ANNOUNCEMENTS	                            Rev. Chris Scrivens

PRELUDE:  	                               	       “We Three Kings” 	        	                       arr. C. Uehlein
		        
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

*CALL TO WORSHIP:  		       Elder Al Kopacka
	One:	Lord God of the nations,
		we have seen the star of your glory
		rising in splendor.	
		The radiance of your incarnate Word
		pierces the night that covers the earth
		and signals the dawn of justice and peace.

	All:	 May his brightness illumine our lives
		and beckon all nations to walk as one in your light.
		We ask this through Jesus Christ your Word made flesh,
		who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
		in the splendor of eternal light,
		One God forever and ever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN: #150		“As with Gladness Men of Old” 
			
PRAYER OF CONFESSION		              Elder Al Kopacka

God of glory,
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,
to reveal your love for all people.
We confess that our sin and pride
hide the brightness of your light.
We turn away from the poor;
we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,
and baptize us once again with your Spirit,
that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory
shining in the face of Jesus Christ. 

SILENT CONFESSION





ASSURANCE OF PARDON 	 	  Elder Al Kopacka

	*Sung response:  #113          “Angels We Have Heard on High” verse 3
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;                                                    come adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.                                                              Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME:	                                                                                                 Rev. Chris Scrivens
Children will be dismissed to Sunday School following children’s time


SCRIPTURE LESSONS:
  
	Pastoral Letter:   		Ephesians 3:1-12    (NT pg. 181)               	                   Elder Al Kopacka
	Gospel:  			Matthew 2:1-12 (NT pg. 1)                                            Rev. Chris Scrivens               

Response:
	One:	This is the Word of God.
	All:	Thanks be to God!
 
SERMON	                                    	                                                              Rev. Chris Scrivens

*HYMN:  #152	       		“What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”	      

        	RESPONDING TO THE WORD	
			
CALL FOR THE OFFERING - 		                     Elder Al Kopacka

     OFFERTORY:      	                       “Follow the Star”	              arr. J. Martin  
From Tidings of Joy  Cantata
Choir

*HYMN OF DEDICATION:  #145  	“What Child Is This”  
   
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come one and all, to own him.               
 The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.                              
 Raise, raise the song on high.  The virgin sings her lullaby.                                          
 Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING		Elder Al Kopacka

PASTORAL PRAYER		Rev. Chris Scrivens

SEALING THE WORD

SACRAMENT of the LORD’S SUPPER ~ 

Words of Invitation

Great Thanksgiving

	The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
	Lift up your hearts.
	We lift them up to the Lord.
	Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

. . .Therefore we praise you; joining our voices with the choirs of angels,
with the prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name;

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

 “. . .Accept this, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen.”
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

 The Lord’s Prayer ~ sung						     

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done,             on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,                  as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

Taking of the Bread and the Fruit of the Vine
Please take the bread as you receive it to symbolize our individual relationship with Christ.  Please save the cup so that we might all receive it together to symbolize our oneness in Christ.

Prayer after Communion (in Unison)
Holy Triune God, we thank you for this meal that proclaims the peace and healing of the nations. We thank you for this meal where a little is enough to change our lives; where a little is more than enough to feed those whose hearts yearn for communion in community.  May this bread and fruit of the vine nourish us so that we may grow in the faith and knowledge that in you, we are one. Amen
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN: #151		“We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

*BENEDICTION							                         Rev. Chris Scrivens

CHORAL RESPONSE: #151  “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  Refrain
“O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,                                      
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.”

Communion Music: 	“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”	                 arr. C. Callahan
Jeff and Emily Moorhead, Strings; Vicki Kopacka, organ

*Please rise in body or in spirit
     

Participating in today’s Worship and Fellowship are . . .

	Minister:	The Reverend Christopher W. Scrivens	
	Lay Assistant:	Elder Al Kopacka
	Director of Family Ministries: 	Elder Christy Hemmes
      Music Director:	Matt Petrozelli
      Guest Organist:	Vicki Kopacka
      Ushers & Communion Stewards:	Terri Kramer, Matt Siegrist
      Communion Set-Up & Stewards: 	Deacons 
      Coffee Hour:	Epiphany Brunch		 	

Happy New Year and Welcome to our Worship Service!  Our regular congregants are asked to introduce themselves to any visitors they don’t know and then introduce them to the congregation. Everyone is invited to join us in fellowship and refreshments in Fellowship Center following the worship service this morning

 (
COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
        Chester, New Jersey   07930
             The Rev. Christopher W. Scrivens, Pastor
Office Telephone:   (908) 879-5091   E-Mail Address:       
office@cpcchester.org
       
www.cpcchester.org
) (
E-giving 
at Community Presbyterian Church
 If you would like to donate to the mission of Community Presbyterian Church, just scan the QR code to the left and it will take you to our donations page, managed by the PCUSA.
)Our flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Tom and Karen Stewart in memory of Tom’s parents, Howard and Rene Stewart.
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