
Welcome to Community Presbyterian Church! 
 
AUGUST 16, 2026 12th SUNDAY after PENTECOST 10:00 A.M. 

 
Welcome to this Sacred Time and Holy Place of Worship. 

 
Quote for Meditation    “Be kind to your neighbor until you think they might make you a part of     

their inheritance.”                                                                    - Islamic Proverb 

GREETING and PASSING OF THE PEACE                                   Elder Jeff Taylor  

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                   Rev. Chris Scrivens 
     

PRELUDE:     “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Me” arr. L.Shackey
 Vicki Kopacka, piano  

        
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

                                                                        

*CALL TO WORSHIP:                                   Elder Jeff Taylor 

    One: Almighty and ever-living God, 

  increase in us your gift of faith, 
  

 All: that, forsaking what lies behind 

  and reaching out to what is before, 

  we may run the way of your commandments 

  and win the crown of everlasting joy; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 

 
* Opening Hymn: #610      “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:                                         Elder Jeff Taylor       

Holy God, you know us in all things, our waking up and our lying down. You see us as we are at 

our best and you forgive us when we miss those marks.  In the daily round from sunrise to 

sunset, remind us again of your holy presence hovering near us and in us.  Free us from shame 

and self-doubt.  Help us to see you in the moment-by-moment possibilities to live honestly, to 

act courageously, and to speak from our wisdom.  Amen 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                         Elder Jeff Taylor 

 

 *Sung response: #581                  “Gloria Patri”  
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME:                                                                                                   Rev. Chris Scrivens                      
Children will be dismissed to Summer Sunday School following the children’s message. 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
                                   

 Hebrew Bible:   Psalm 133 (OT pg. 543)                                 Elder Jeff Taylor    

       Gospel:                          Matthew 15:21-28  (NT pg. 16 )                 Rev. Chris Scrivens  
 

Response: 
 

 One: This is the Word of God. 

      All:      Thanks be to God!   

SERMON                                                      Rev. Chris Scrivens  
 

*HYMN:  #802 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

             RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

CALL FOR THE OFFERING –    Elder Jeff Taylor
                             

OFFERTORY:                                         “Wonderful Words of Life”                               arr. Lani Smith 
         Matt Petrozelli, piano; Vicki Kopacka, organ 

 
 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION:  #708       “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Elder Jeff Taylor  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS                                                    Rev. Chris Scrivens 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts)                                      Rev. Chris Scrivens 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.      

 
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:  #738    “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 

 
*BENEDICTION                               Rev. Chris Scrivens  
 

*Please rise in body or in Spirit. 
      

 
 
 

Participating in today’s Worship and Fellowship are . . . 
 

 Minister:  Reverend Christopher W. Scrivens  

 Lay Assistant:  Elder Jeff Taylor 

 Director of Family Ministries: Elder Christy Hemmes 

 Music Director:  Matt Petrozelli 

      Guest Organist:                         Vicki Kopacka  

      Ushers: Sue Marks, Matt Siegrist 

 Fellowship & Refreshments      

  
Welcome to our Worship Service!   Our regular congregants are asked to introduce themselves to any 

visitors they don’t know and then introduce them to the congregation. Everyone is invited to join us in 

fellowship and refreshments in Fellowship Center following the worship service this morning.    

 
Scripture readings for week of August 23:  Exodus 1:8-2:10 and Psalm 124;                                  

Complementary:  Isaiah 51:1-6 and Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20   

 
Lay Assistant for Next Week:  Matt Petrozelli  

Ushers for Next Week:  Amy and Carlos Faundez and family 

Coffee Hour Servers for Next Week: Sophie and Emily Meseck 

 

 
 
 
 

E-Giving at Community Presbyterian Church 
If you would like to donate to the mission of Community Presbyterian 

Church, just scan the QR code to the left and it will take you to our 

donations page, managed by the PCUSA. 

 

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
        Chester, New Jersey   07930 

 

             The Rev. Christopher W. Scrivens, Pastor 
Office Telephone:   (908) 879-5091   E-Mail Address:       office@cpcchester.org        

www.cpcchester.org 
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