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A Chat with the DJ – Around Us 

 
MB:   You Have very kindly agreed to do a mix for the podcast but I feel its 
always good for listeners to get to know you a little with a 5 step Q & A.. 
So we know that you play the deep, melodic and progressive style but when did 
you start to DJ and what made you take the step from punter to player ?? (as in 
the DJ kind) 
 
Answer:  
Jan: I started dj-ing in 1999. Soon after that I had a residentie in the famous 
Amsterdam club MAZZO.  
Gaby: For me it was 1989 when I start dj-ing in a bar (Cranes Palace on the 
famous Rembrandtplein), after that tired to play the commercial stuff and did 
my own events (S.M.A.R.T) and residency in Club TIME (ITEM), all in 
Amsterdam. 
 
MB:  If you can share one musical memory with us, as a DJ or punter, which has 
lodged itself in the memory bank, what is it?? 
 
Answer:  
Jan: Many to tell! From the warmups and closing sets in my residentie clubs 
MAZZO and Club PANAMA in Amsterdam for john digweed, Sasha, Danny 
Howells, Dubfire, Sander Kleinenberg, Groove Armada And many many more. I 
have a lovely memory when Faithless Maxi Jazz was Booked the in my club 
Panama. He and I went having drinks backstage and talked long about music 
and smoked some joints. Really cool guy! 
Gaby: Also too many memories, but two are engraved in my memory; Playing 
at a private party in Ibiza before José Padilla took over, and second playing in 
Miami at the V-Lounge. 
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MB: Tell us about a significant moment in your Dj’ing career?? (A warm up slot 
for a name, release of a track, the moment we asked you to do a mix ☺ !!) 
 
Answer:  
Jan: Many moments made me happy. Great weekend thoughts I have was that 
John Digweed asked me to warm up twice in one weekend for him.  
Gaby: After so many years it’s hard to punt out one significant moment, but 
after organizing parties in Amsterdam (with Tiësto, Sander Kleinenberg, Steve 
Bug etc.) and playing at almost every club in Amsterdam, I think the most 
significant moment is working with Jan (although it was difficult this year) 
together as Around Us. I learned the tricks with producing in Ableton from 
him. Before that I was more focussed on dj-ing 
 
MB: What are your 5 all time significantly important and memorable house 
tracks, ever….. The ones which you hear and it takes you to a time and place 
and just makes you smile !!!!! 
 
Answer:  
Jan: Der Dritte Raum – Halle Bob (original mix) 
Gaby: 1 - Ramirez - Hablando (Accordeon mix) 
 2 - Dj Hell - My Definition Of House Music 
 3 - Stoneproof - Everything is not you (Quivver Space Mix) 
 4 - Way out West - The Gift 
 5 - Lostep - Burma (Sasha Remix) 
 
 
MB:  What is your favourite place in the world and what makes it so special to 
you ?? 
 
Answer:  
Jan: London, belgrade, Paris and Ibiza. But nothing beats home and your own 
bed after touring or my music studio ;-)  
Gaby: Ibiza, London and many that I have to discover (I wasn’t a world traveler 
in the past, will see what the future brings) 


