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A Chat with the DJ – Alain M 

 
MB..   You Have very kindly agreed to do a mix for the podcast but I feel its 
always good for listeners to get to know you a little with a 5 step Q & A.. 
So we know that you play the deep, melodic and progressive style but when 
did you start to DJ and what made you take the step from punter to player ?? 
(as in the DJ kind) 
 
AM: Almost from the start. I discovered clubs very young (15-16 years old). 
Across the river from Ottawa (which is in Ontario) is Hull (now Gatineau), in 
the province Quebec, where drinking age is lower and opening hours are 
longer – so it was like having two sets of rules in the same city. The city is 
continuous across the river. My teenage years were first influenced by prog 
rock and metal, but the music played at these clubs intrigued me. I started 
buying vinyl records from specialty DJ stores at about age 17 and I taught 
myself how to beat mix. Almost nobody in my group of friends was interested 
or even remotely aware of this type of music and mixing. They just went to 
bars to pick up and to drink. Aside from that, I was also interested in how that 
music put people in a party mood and wanted to be doing that! 
 
 
MB..  If you can share one musical memory with us, as a DJ or punter, which 
has lodged itself in the memory bank, what is it?? 
 
AM:  As a punter, I have fond memories of the early years of Ottawa’s after-
hours scene and the joy it generated. Places like DeLuxe, Atomic, Surface, Icon 
with its Velvet parties, Daylight, Illusion, and then all the one-off raves, were 
musically formative for me. I had started DJ’ing but not at the level of those 
who were building and making the scene – I was an occasional guest or opener 
here and there back then. Enjoying the music was always the biggest thing for 
me.  
 
In more recent times, going to Stereo in Montreal for one of Hernan 
Cattaneo’s 24-hour marathons is like going to DJ university for me. 
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MB..  Tell us about a significant moment in your Dj’ing career?? (A warm up 
slot for a name, release of a track, the moment we asked you to do a mix J !!) 
 
AM:  One particular night, the first time I really headlined a party, and I was 
playing a Monday night – a tough day of the week for a city like Ottawa (in fact 
we were in Gatineau) at a small club. To my delight the place was packed. I was 
playing vinyl on a pair of 1200’s and CD’s on a Denon. That night every mix 
worked, the smiles on people’s faces were big and wide, everybody loved the 
music and I got a big cheer at the end. That first one is the one you never 
forget. The year was 2002. 
 
 
MB: What are your 5 all time significantly important and memorable house 
tracks, ever….. The ones which you hear and it takes you to a time and place 
and just makes you smile !!!!! 
 
AM:  
 
DJ Sakin - Protect Your Mind (Van Bellen Mix) – this one is on Global 
Underground’s iconic 009 played by Sasha – I have listened to that one 
thousands of times and for me that track is the one that sets the whole thing 
on flight 
 
Transa – Enervate (Original Mix) – another great immortal from the Tranceport 
CD mixed by Oakenfold. I have used this track many times, and used to add to 
it the “Frenchapella” from Dee-Lite’s “What Is Love” 
 
Moony - Doves (I'll Be Loving You) (John Creamer & Stephane K Remix) – special 
for lots of us in Canada because this one was in Global Underground’s first CD 
recorded in Canada, more precisely in Toronto. I saw Deep Dish in Ottawa at a 
club called Barrymore’s, an old vaudeville theatre turned music venue. A show 
I will never forget. 
 
Ezequiel Arias – Rotator (Original Mix) – One of the monumental tracks of 
today’s Argentinian progressive movement, by one of its top dogs, a guy I 
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highly respect. I have played the shit out of this track and destroyed the 
dancefloor every time with it. 
 
Sebastian Busto – Making Life (Original Mix) – Another Argentinian gem by one 
of that country’s behemoths, another dude I look up to for his musical sense 
and for how he blends electric guitar with progressive sounds. This track is 
flighty, it takes you gently to the clouds, and makes people dance eyes closed. I 
absolutely love it. Busto has lots of other material that in my eyes is pure gold. 
 
 
 
MB..  What is your favourite place in the world and what makes it so special to 
you ?? 
 
AM:  My city. I love to travel and have had the luck to travel extensively, and I 
always find something to take home from every place I see. But home is home. 
I have grown here, and have enjoyed seeing the city grow. Not just musically, 
but as a place – I have seen it grow its mind, its mindset, the way it relates to 
the outside world, and the way it thinks about itself. Ottawa has come a long 
way. It’s far from perfect, but I love being here to contribute to it in every way I 
can. 
 


