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Hello oh great and beautiful 
reader!

WelcomeWelcome, and congratulations on your 
acquisition of the Fool's Gambit tarot 
deck! Well, at least I assume that you 
have a copy of the Fool's Gambit tarot 
deck. If not, what are you doing here? 
How did you come across this guide? 
Regardless, I'm glad to have you.

Another assumption that I'm going to Another assumption that I'm going to 
make is that you are here because you 
want to know how to read the Fools 
Gambit. I know that especially when it's 
your first time looking at all the symbols 
and imagery of tarot it can seem pretty 
intimidating trying to understand what's 
in front of you. Luckily for you, you've in front of you. Luckily for you, you've 
got me. I am here to tell you about 
the bona fide 100% best way of reading 

tarot...

Are you ready?
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... There isn't one. That's it, a simple 
truth that, if you can agree with it early 
on, you'll be a much better tarot reader 
than I was when I started. Historically, 
records of tarot date back 600 years 
or so, give or take a few decades. In 
that time the ideas and meanings and 
interpretationsinterpretations of tarot have evolved and 
changed and grown far beyond a single 
set standard. Even so, certain traditional 
meanings and interpretations have clung 
on for dear life in such a way that even 
to this day people will still read tarot 
strictly using common card meanings. I 
seesee nothing wrong with using the tarot 
in this way but if that's the way that 
you're looking to learn, you're in the 

wrong place.
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The Fools Gambit isn't about tradition 
or defying tradition. It's just a freeform 
way of doing it. When I was first 
starting out, I checked my guidebook 
for everything. Every minute detail of 
every reading had to be done the RIGHT  
WAY. At first, this was fun but it got 
somewhasomewhat irritating to have to check a 
guidebook every single time I wanted to 
do a reading. I also saw other readers 
who didn't use a guidebook they seemed 
to have memorized the entire deck with 
all its meanings. I was not for that. 
Tarot was supposed to be fun for me, 
anand doing homework quizzing myself on 
the meanings of cards was quite the 
opposite of that. So what did I do? I 
started freestyling. I tried to check the 
guide as little as possible and instead 
went out of my way to try to come 
up with my own interpretations of the 
cardscards. At first, this led to a lot of 
vague, unclear readings, but the more 
I did it the more I felt like I was onto 

something.
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Some of you may be frustrated at hearing 
that I am essentially asking you to figure 
this out for yourself. Some of you may 
be so frustrated by that that you desire 
to throw this guidebook across the room. 
I wouldn't recommend that, not because 
you'd be throwing away my guidebook, 
feel free to dispose of this as you please. feel free to dispose of this as you please. 
It's just that I've written this in digital 
format and you would likely be destroying 
whatever device that you're viewing this 
on in the first place. (Unless you've gone 
and printed this guidebook out, in which 
case, throw to your heart's content) If 
you happen to fall within this group fear you happen to fall within this group fear 
not, for you have access to a tool known 
as the Internet, where you can find more 
spoon-fed, strict tarot guides than you'll 

ever care to read.

If, on the other hand you have yet to 
throw this across the room or delete the 
file that you are currently reading, then 
come on in and have a seat while I try 

not to overexplain tarot.
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If you're completely new to tarot, let 
me start by giving you a general idea of 
how this deck is put together. There are 
78 cards in total, composed of 5 suits. 
The first suit is called the Major Arcana, 
and these cards typically represent major 
events or influences in life. Many people 
wilwill read these cards as indicators that 
there is something important coming 
through the reading. The remaining four 
suits are Wands, Pentacles, Cups, and 

Swords, and they are arranged similarly to 
the suits of playing cards. Each suit has 
numbered cards from 1 to 10, following 
whicwhich come the face cards in the order of 
Page, Knight, Queen, then King. The type 
of each suit also represents a different 
aspect of self and others. In the case of 
this deck, Wands correspond to energy, 
Pentacles correspond to the physical world, 
Cups correspond to spirit, and swords 
corresponcorrespond to the mind. However, you'll 
likely see that depending on the context, 
your interpreted meaning won't fit 

perfectly into these given categories. Got 
all that memorized? Yes? No? Doesn't 

matter.
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Let's just begin a reading by picking a card 
from the deck. Any card will work for this 

so pick one at random.

Got your card? Good, now look at it. 
Really look at it. Soak up all those details.

Okay,Okay, now how do you feel? Happy? 
Upset? Hungry? Try to put that feeling 
into words. This can be anything, a simple 
phrase, or an entire paragraph if that's 

what comes out. 

IIf you're really not feeling anything, 
that's alright. You've got a backup. For 
each card, I've provided four words or key 
phrases for you to use as reference. You 
don't need to give too much thought 
to these, they're just here to give you 
something to work with. Try again to see 
hohow you feel when you hear these words, 
or just use one of them in a sentence.
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Now, this is just one card, so you don't 
have to get too focused on it. Try 

drawing another and start repeating the 
process. Feel out the card in whatever 
way feels natural to you. Feel how this 
card is different from the first. Try to 
draw a connection between the feeling 
frofrom the first card and the feeling of 
this one. Put together another phrase 
or sentence using both of these as 

reference. 

Alright, you're doing it. Wash, rinse, 
repeat and you've got yourself a full 
reading. You can keep drawing cards in 
this reading until you feel like you're 
done. This can be any number of cards, 
but the greater number you draw, the 
more possible it is to make the message 
vaguvague and ambiguous. Heck, you might 
feel like you've gotten what you were 

looking for in just one card.
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A note on reversals:

AA fairly common practice in the world 
of tarot is to to change the meaning 
of a card based on the orientation it is 
drawn. The version of this that I have 
seen the most is interpreting a card as 
the opposite of its given meaning if you 
draw it upside down. If doing it this way 
strikesstrikes your fancy, go for it. Sometimes 
I do, most of the time I don’t. It’s your 

choice, your reading.
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Hopefully, you'll find that this is only 
as hard as you make it for yourself. The 
more you get out of your own way, the 
more it will flow naturally. Definitely 
don't try to make this a "perfect 

reading". You'll never hit that perfectly 
mystical point where all is perfectly clear 
anand everything is resolved forever. Life 
isn't like that. Tarot isn't like that. The 
ideas you're getting out of this are like 
seeds. It's still up to you to cultivate 
and grow them. You can take what feels 
right and leave everything else behind.

Feel free to celebrate! You’re a 
practitioner of the subtle arts now, lets 
see if you do anything interesting.

-The Fool
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The End
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No 
Really
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It’s 
Over
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