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“In the broad, billowy prairies, extending as far as the eye can reach, we 

have the element of vastness as in scarce any other land; we have a 

luxuriant sward of emerald greenness, clothing the whole land, down to 

the very margin of the waters; we have meandering streams, clear as 

crystal, now smooth, quiet and glassy, then ruffled by winds or rapids; we 

have clumps of trees, charming groves, disposed with an effect of beauty 

that might baffle a landscape gardener; now crowning the grassy height, 

now clothing the green slope with their pleasing shade. From the gentle 

heights of the rolling prairies, the country, even before the hand of man 

had broken its surface, wore the aspect of cultivated meadows and rich 

pasture grounds, irrigated by frequent rivulets.” 
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Jurisdiction

Area 

(Acres)

% of  

Watershed

County

DeKalb County 6,353.7 60.3%

Kendall County 4,058.6 38.5%

LaSalle County 128.8 1.2%

Total 10,541.1 100.0%

Unincorporated 

Township Areas

Unincorporated Fox 

Township 126.8 1.2%

Unincorporated Little 

Rock Township 3,132.4 29.7%

Unincorporated 

Northville Township 125.4 1.2%

Unincorporated 

Sandwich Township 4,647.1 44.1%

Total 8,031.7 76.2%

Municipalities

City of  Sandwich 2,392.5 22.7%

City of  Plano 116.9 1.1%

Total 2,509.4 23.8%



Level of  

Jurisdiction
Entities

Federal

US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

- Office of  Water

US Army Corps of  Engineers (USACE)

US Department of  Agriculture (USDA)

- Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

- Farm Service Agency (FSA)

- Agricultural Research Service (ARS)

- Forest Service (FS)

- National Institute of  Food and Agriculture (NIFA)

- Rural Utilities Service (RUS)

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

US Department of  Transportation (USDOT)

- Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

State

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)

- Bureau of  Land

- Bureau of  Water

Illinois Department of  Natural Resources (IDNR)

- Office of  Water Resources (OWR)

- Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC)

Illinois Department of  Agriculture (IDOA)

Illinois Department of  Transportation (IDOT)

Level of  

Jurisdiction
Entities

County

DeKalb County Board

DeKalb County Community Development Department

DeKalb County Health Department

DeKalb County Highway Department

DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District

DeKalb County Forest Preserve

Kendall County Board

Kendall County Planning, Building, and Zoning 

Department

Kendall County Highway Department

Kendall County Forest Preserve District

LaSalle County Board

LaSalle County Environmental Services and Land Use 

Department

LaSalle County Highway Department

LaSalle County Parks Department

Local

City of  Sandwich

City of  Plano

Unincorporated Fox Township

Unincorporated Little Rock Township

Unincorporated Northville Township

Unincorporated Sandwich Township

Special

Drainage Districts

DeKalb County Regional Office of  Education

Regional Office of  Education #35

Kendall County Regional Office of  Education
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Question Yes No N/A

 Codes 

are 

Silent

1

Is the minimum roadway width allowed for streets in 

neighborhoods with low volume roads (less than 400 average 

daily trips according to AASHTO, 2001) between 18-22 feet 

(where bicycle lanes are not present)?

2
Are curb extensions that narrow the roadway (such as 

pinchpoints, gateways, and chicanes) permissible? 

3
Are permeable paving materials allowable on low-use streets 

and/or parking lanes?

4

Does the subdivision, Planned Unit Development, or Unified 

Development ordinance identify reducing street length as a goal 

of neighborhood street design?

5
Is the recommended right-of-way width for a low-volume 

residential street less than 45 feet?

6

Does the code allow utilities to be placed under the paved 

section of the right-of-way to limit clearing and allow compact 

development footprint?

7

If street trees are required, is the planting area required to be at 

least 6 feet to provide sufficient rooting space to support large 

trees?

8

Do the street or subdivision standards allow street layouts that 

minimize the use of cul-de-sacs?

9 Is the minimum radius for cul-de-sacs 48 feet or less? 

10 Can a landscaped island be created within the cul-de-sac?

Yes, and the cul-de-sac must be graded to the island with an 

overflow to the storm drain system, so that it can be used for 

stormwater treatment (2 pts.)

Code Area
Street Width

Street Length

Right-of-Way Width

Cul-de-Sacs
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31 Do the ordinances require or allow open space subdivisions?

Yes, they are required in a designated open space zoning 

district  (2 pts.)

Yes, open space designs are an allowable option (through an 

overlay zone)  (1 pt.)

32
Is land conservation or impervious cover reduction a major stated 

goal or objective of the open space design ordinance?

33
Is a minimum percentage of the buildable portion of the site 

required to be set aside as open space?

Yes, at least 50%  (2 pts.)

Yes, less than 50%  (1 pt.)

34

Is the open space determined through a stepwise design process 

where open space is identified first?

35
Is open space design a by-right form of development versus a 

more burdensome conditional use or warrant?

36

Are flexible site design criteria available for developers that 

utilize open space or cluster design options (e.g., setbacks/lot 

lines, road widths, lot sizes and shapes)?

37
Are density bonuses and/or penalties used to encourage use of 

open space design?

Yes, density penalties are given for conventional development. 

(2 pts.)

Yes, density bonuses are provided for open space designs that 

exceed the minimum requirements for open space protection, 

up to an established maximum. (2 pts.)

Yes, density bonuses are provided for open space designs that 

exceed the minimum requirements for open space protection, 

with no cap on density bonuses. (1 pt.)

38
Are irregular lot shapes (e.g., pie-shaped, flag lots, zipper lots) 

allowed in the community?

39
Does the code allow for variances to setback and frontage 

requirements?

40

Can minimum sidewalk widths for residential neighborhoods be 

reduced to 5 feet where safe and appropriate?  (2 pts.)

41

Can alternate pedestrian networks (e.g., paved trails through 

common areas, walkways and bike trails connecting cul-de-sacs 

to other streets) be substituted for sidewalks in the right-of-

way?

Open Space Design 

Setbacks and Frontages

Sidewalks
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61
Do the development standards in the community require a 

vegetated buffer along waterways?

62
Is the definition of waterway, or the regulated buffer, expansive 

enough to include (check all that apply):

Perennial streams  (0.5 pts.)

Ephemeral and intermittent streams  (0.5 pts.)

Lakes  (0.5 pts.)

Estuaries and shorelines  (0.5 pts.)

Wetlands  (0.5 pts.)

Vernal Ponds  (0.5 pts.)

63 Is the minimum buffer width 50 feet or more? 

Yes, width is 100 feet or greater  (2 pts.)

Yes, width is between 50-99 feet  (1 pt.)

No, width is < 50 feet

64

Are buffer widths greater for sensitive resources (e.g., 

designated high quality streams) or in certain zones (e.g., 

drinking water protection)?

65
Is expansion of the buffer to include adjacent wetlands, steep 

slopes, or the 100-year floodplain required?

66

Does the buffer ordinance specify that a minimum percentage of 

the buffer be maintained with native vegetation? (2 pts.)

67
Does the buffer ordinance outline prohibited uses and permitted 

uses that have little impact to the vegetated buffer?

68 Does the ordinance specify enforcement mechanisms? 

69

Does the buffer ordinance specify a preference for buffers to be 

located on a parcel of common ownership (e.g., a homeowners’ 

association)?

70

Is there any ordinance that requires the preservation of native 

soils, hydric soils, natural vegetation, or steep slopes at 

development sites?  (2 pts.)

71 Do regulations limit the total portion of the site that can be 

cleared?

Buffer Management

Clearing and Grading

Buffer Systems
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86

Do codes define rainwater harvesting and establish acceptable 

uses for rainwater (e.g., irrigation and toilet flushing) and 

corresponding treatment requirements? 

87
Does the stormwater code include specific standards to reduce 

post-construction runoff volume (not just peak rate)?  

Yes, runoff/volume reduction is required for most new 

development and redevelopment sites (2 pts.)

Yes, the standards apply to some sites or are included as an 

alternative compliance method (1 pt.)

88
Does the code require or have incentives for consideration of 

runoff reduction concepts early in the site planning process?

Yes, there are provisions for a pre-application meeting or 

similar  (2 pts.)

Yes, but the meetings are not mandatory for applicants (1 pt.)

89

If the code includes post-construction runoff reduction 

standards, is there reference to clear, understandable, and local 

or regionally-based design guidance or stormwater manual?

Yes, the code references design guidance or a manual  (2 pts.)

Yes, such a manual exists but it is not referenced in the code  (1 

pt.)

90
Are drainage and stormwater treatment standards all in one 

place within the code and internally consistent?

Yes, codes are consolidated and consistent regarding 

applicability and methods

No, various code sections are conflicting or inconsistent

91

Do erosion and sediment control standards specify protection of 

post-construction practice sites during active construction? 

Yes, erosion control standards include these provisions  (2 pts.)

Yes, the code is not explicit but it is addressed during plan 

review  (1 pt.)

Installation and Maintenance of Practices

Stormwater Codes 
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