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17 E. Putnam Ave. 403 Main Street 11 Center Street
Greenwich, CT 06830 Ridgefield, CT 06877 Wilton, CT 06897
203 869 4325 203 438 2453 203 762 3544
Fax 203 869 4393 Fax 203 431 9154 Fax 203 834 9024
george.harrison@snet.net photodoc@snet.net

MICHAEL D. FENTON
President

Candlewood Valiey Tent Company

147 Danbury Road, Unit #14

| A— New Milford, Connecticut 06776
Candlewqod‘-\lalley R

TENT | 860 355-1908 PHONE

| comeany | 860 355-2349 Fax

Congratulations
Honorees

Pat Ligos & Family

e A e s
e ————

A SPEC’AK THANKS TO TOM CLARK AND
THE SUPPORTERS OF THE
RIDGEFIELD OLD TIMERS ASSOCIATION

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Tenth Annual Ridgefield Old Timers Awards
Banquet. As in preceding years we are gathered to honor a number
of individuals who have made significant contributions to our town
through their sportsmanship and sustained involvement in the life and
affairs of our community.

The Ridgefield Old Timers Association was organized ten years ago
for the purpose of uniting and promoting the good fellowship that
developed among Ridgefielders during their schooling and their par-
ticipation in sports, athletics and other community activities. In addi-
tion to honoring individuals from various segments of Ridgefield's past,
the Association has devoted its efforts to establishing a scholarship fund
for graduating RHS seniors. This year, as in the past, the Association
awarded grants to two RHS graduates who demonstrated academic
excellence, athletic prowess, and sportsmanship and gave generously
of their time as volunteers in the community.

In addition to honoring this year’s awardees, the Association voted
to dedicate our Tenth Annual Banquet to Tom Clark in recognition of
his extraordinary service to the Old Timers and to its scholarship fund
raising efforts. Tom Clark has been and continues to be the Associa-
tion’s major fund raiser. Over the years Tom has continued to dedicate
his time and energy to ensure that the Association’s scholarship fund
would continue to benefit deserving RHS graduates. On behalf of the
Association and the scholarship beneficiaries, past and future, we
extend our sincere thanks to Tom for his sustained and extraordinary
work.

The Association would also like to thank those individuals and
businesses who have contributed to our scholarship fund through their
donations and advertisements in our program book. We hope that
Ridgefielders will continue to patronize these businesses in recognition
of the generous support they have provided to the scholarship fund.

As we have said in the past, tonight is a good time to remember
friends and loved ones who are not with us and to give thanks that we
have this opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of our members and
friends.

oAy W %W,@

Andy Montanari, Sr. & Tom Belote Co-Chairmen




WHEN WORLD CLASS ATHLETES
DEMAND QUALITY EYECARE
THEY LOOK TO
THE INSTITUTE FOR SPORTS VISION

DR. DON TEIG

DR. ALAN BERMAN

DR. GEOFF HEDDLE
SHAUN RATCHFORD, S.V.T.

TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
WHO THE PROFESSIONALS TRUST!

HIGH-TECH EYE EXAMS LASIK
TREATMENT OF EYE DISEASE CORNEAL MOLDING
CONTACT LENSES SPORTS VISION TRAINING

LEARNING DISABILITIES FASHION EYEWEAR

FAMILY EYECARE / THE INSTITUTE FOR SPORTS VISION
96 DANBURY ROAD, RIDGEFIELD, CT
203-438-5855
www.FamilyEyeCareCT.com

PAUL CARBONI

Paul Carboni, voted the most ath-
letic senior of the RHS Class of 1964
grew up in the center of town in the
fifties. Along with fellow teammates
and RHS costars Julius (Bugsy) Santini
and Harry Pierandri, Paul developed
his athletic skills at an early age at the
Ridgefield Boys Club and St. Mary’s
Elementary School. Fast ftiends from
childhood to high school Carboni,
- Santini and Pierandri became the nu-
cleus for the RHS conference powerhouse which dramatically
changed school sports image throughout the State.

Carboni readily acknowledges that growing up in Ridgefield and
playing sports was an important part of his childhood. "The fiiendships
and memories | developed playing neighborhiood baseball and bas-
ketball at St. Mary’s are priceless to me." One- of his early influences
was his 5th grade basketball coach, George Fasolo. "George’s philoso-
phy was simple learn and practice fundamental skills and then use
them in game situations." Carboni was taught that "no one individual
was more important than the team itself George was a tough coach
but this was an important lesson that we all learned and carried on
through life and 1 thank him for that."

Carboni lettered in football, basketball and baseball during his junior
and senior years. Playing guard for what was then the finest eleven .
man team at RHS, the Tiger squad led by the quickest and most
dependabile line in the Western Connecticut Conference, went on to
become the highest scoring team in the State and to share first place
WCC honors ending 1964 with the best season in RHS history. For his
part Carboni was named to the All Conference Team.

In basketbail Carboni proved an equally formidable competitor. The
196364 team under Coach and former AllState guard, Harry Hyra,
entered the State’s Class B league and quickly became a recognized
power. Both in the regular season and in the post season tournament,
Carboni excelled. The team compiling a 173 record earned a first seed
in the State Class B Tournament. As in football Carboni was named to
the All Conference Team.




BEST WISHES
TO THE
RIDGEFIELD OLD TIMERS
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
TENTH ANNUAL DINNER

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Tom and Jane Belote

JOHN FOSSI

John grew up in Ridgefield living first
at the family farm on Prospect Ridge
and then at the Fossi’s homes on Island
Hill and Mulberry Street. Like many
Ridgefield natives, John played baseball
and basketball under the guidance of
Ralph Crouchley during his twelve
years of membership at the Boy’s Club.
In addition to the Boy’s Club john was
on Ridgefield’s first Little League team.

AtRHS John lettered in football, basket-
ball, and baseball. John played on Ridgefield’s last sixman football team
{1956), and as quarterback and cocaptain pioneered elevenman foot-
ball for RHS with Wait Ryba under Bill Allen and the school’s newly
hired coach, Bob Mark. john also lettered in RHS basketball playing
forward on a Tiger team that was hampered by the lack of a home
court. Old Timers will remember that RHS was in transition in the
195859 season with the 44new gym" being constructed (or should we
say reconstructed after the arches fell down one spring day like a row
of dominoes). The RHS team was forced to play home games at
Veterans Park and the old WesConn gym. John also played baseball
under coach Bill Allen for all four years of his RHS tenure, The "Ten
O’Clock Scholar" of the Class of 1959 graduated with a PTA scholarship
and went on to attend the University of Miami.

While going to school john worked as a grounds keeper on the
Doubleday Estate and as a waiter at Fox Hill.. He served in the U.S. Air
Force between 1963 and 1967 and after a short stint with the Jet
Propulsion Laboratories in the Mohavi Dessert returned to his home
town.

John played softball for Ridgefield Supply in the Townies League and
coached the Bissell’s Pharmacy Little League team.

John was married to his wife, Patricia, in 1967. The Fossi’s have three
sons and a number of grandchildren. John is currently a partner with
State Representative John Frey at Century 21 on Main Street.




'SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
BRANDON HAUG

Village Beauty Salon
221 Danbury Road
Ridgefield, CT 06877
Tel.: 431-0539

Brandon, son of Mr. & Mrs. Gary
Haug of Prospect Street, is one of the
two ROTA scholar/athlete award re-
cipients. In addition to our award Bran-
don was the recipient of the Ridgefield
Boys & Girls Club Award and the RHS
Student Athlete Award for 2001.

Brandon played varsity football and
basketball for Ridgefield High. As an
offensive tackle on the Tigers football
squad and as center forward on the
basketball team, Brandon was admired
for his discipline, determination and

Serving the Ridgefield, Danbury and New Milford areas

teamwork.

Brandon grew up in Ridgefield and was a member of the Boys &
Girls Club for 12 years. In addition to his athletics, Brandon provided
volunteer service to the Town through his work with the Visiting
Nurses Association, Safe Rides and DECA.

To pay for his undergraduate education at the University of
Connecticut, Brandon has been employed at CVS, the Wilton
Sports Shop, the Ridgefield Chamber of Commerce and Chez
Bernard.

é&sr/"@s J.C NOTA
mevz) = SEPTIC SERVICE

Residential . Commercial

203-431-0444
860-350-3297

Geppelto's -

" (203) 438 - 4600 ©

396 NMgain Streef Ridgeﬂeld;‘ CT 06877




GARY W, USHER - ‘ CLOSED MONDAYS
Licensed Optician

PHONE 203-438-7604 88 DANBURY RD. ~
FAX 203-434-4968 RIDGEFIELD, CT 068'77
;gW; Thom Wright, MBAHC, LNHA
SUNRI SE Executive Director
®
ASSISC?}; %VET%I}VING Main: (203) 761-8999

Fax: (203) 761-6663
Pager: (203) 760-5484

- ¢ Email: Wilton.ED@sunrise-al.com

96 Danbury Road ¢ Wilton, Connecticut 06897
www.sunriseassistedliving.com

(203) 438-2320 Fax (203) 438-3035

R/R
REDDING/RIDGEFIELD PLUMBING & HEATING

TAN WESTON  P-1 203243 27 Mountain View Ave.
ED CARROLL S-1303622 Ridgefield, CT 06877

FELICE AUTO RESTORATION

Jim FELICE

30 SPRING STREET » SOUTH SALEM, NY 10590
PHONE (914) 763-50_&1

- POSTHUMOUS AWARD -

ANTHONY MICHAEL DELUCA

Tony Deluca graduated from Ridge-
field High in 1954 lettering in baseball,
basketball and football. Baseball, how-
ever, was Tony’s game. As his wife,
Ann, described it | don’t want to take
anything away from his athletic abilities
which were considerable but at 57
and 145 lbs. | doubt if he would have
made the football team if there had
been more than 18 boys in our class.

~ Butitwouldn’t have mattered because

PN «" baseball was always his first love." Dur-

ing his junior and senior years Tony

played on three different teams each season. in addition to the high
school team, Tony played for an American Legion team in Danbury
and in an adult mens’ league in Branchville. 'l often wondered how

|| a5 a teenager he qualified to play in an adult league,” opined Ann. "

think those Branchville guys had their own version of ‘don‘t ask, don’t
tell’.” :

Tony went into the service in 1955 and played baseball for several
military teams. Although he was married and had an infant first child,

|| Tony was sent to Korea because he was trained as a radio operator, a

critical military specialty. On arrival, his battalion commander, an avid
baseball fan discovered from the records that Tony was an excellent
shortstop. Because the battalion baseball team was the commandet’s
pride and joy, Tony was assigned to managing the camp library which
came with it own room, indoor toilet, central heating and houseboy.
At five miles from the 38th Parallel, the accommodations were pure
luxury. According to Ann, Tony never touched a military radio during
his thirteen months in Korea. "Ah, baseball, it's a wonderful sport.”




Congratulations

to this Year's

Ridgefield Old Timers

Honorees

Steve & DeeDee Scala & Family

CIVIC AWARD

LEWIS "BUB" FINCH

Bub was born in Ridgefield on July
17, 1916, the son of Harold E. and
Alice H. Finch. He attended our local
schools and graduated from RHS in
1934. While attending high school,
Bub worked at Finch’s News Store on
Main Street, a town landmark that
later became known as Squash’s. Dur-
ing high school, Bub played varsity
basketball on the 1933-34 teams. Af-
ter graduation he attended business
schoolin New York City and returned home to manage Finch’s. During
this time he courted and married Danbury native, Adelaide Patricia
Newman.

In later years, as a builder and developer, Bub subdivided 800 acres
of land in Ridgefield with a resulting donation of 200 acres to the
Town’s Open Space Fund. As successful as he has been in the business
field, Bub has been equally generous in terms of his time, money and
talent to make sure Ridgefield became a better place to live.

Bub was an active member of the Lion’s Club holdingall local offices
including President and served as District Governor for five years. In
1989 he received the Melvin Jones Award, the highest award for
service by the Lions. Bub was also on the Board of Directors of the
Ridgefield Boys Club for many years and served as its Chairman.
During his term he was a major contributor to the purchase of the five
acres where today’s Boys & Girls Club is situated and was the sole
contributor to the purchase of the Club’s two paddle tennis courts.
Bub served on the Board of Directors of the Ridgefield Library and
was elected President from 1985 to 1987. He also served as Chairman
of the Town Finance Committee and as a trustee to St. Mary’s Church,
making major contributions to the renovation of the church gymna-
sium into a chapel. Bub has served as an advisor to the Town Building
Committee and was a member and chairman of the Republican Town
Committee for many years. An original incorporator of the Village Bank
and Trust Company of Ridgefield, Bub served as Chairman of that
board for a number of years.




elements of style

,,;award:vw'nniné hair,. tyilng‘and coloring

Y skin therapy
full-service day spa treatments . {
makeovers and bridal services

extended hours and ohild care

89 danbury road
ridgefield ct 06877
phone 2034313994

www .adambroderick.com

ADAM BRODERICK
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Joseph Fossi

590 Danbury Road
Ridgefield, Connecticut 06877
FAX (203) 438-3064

TELEPHONE (203) 438-9938

..
PELHAM COUNTRY HOMES, INC.

“ Attention To Detail Is Our Trademark”

SPONSORS

Edwin Allan
John & Diane Armato
James Bacchiochi
Dan Becker
Jim & Jan Belote
' Tom & Jane Belote
Aldo & Gloria Biagiotti
Fabio & Cynthia Biagiotti
Michael & Laurie Biagiotti
Morgan, Casey & Cameron
Biagiotti
Willi Bodart
David Broadhurst
Barrett Browd
Gerry Brown
Dick Callahan
Don & Carol Carboni
Joe Cece
Joe Ciccatelli
). & MJ. Conway
Bob Crofut
Chip & Kim Dean
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Dempsey
Tom & Lisa Earley
Don & Carole Elliot
Jules Eppoliti
Peter & Diane Fagan

Jim Fagan
Jack & Elaine Flannery
Louis J. Fossi
Joe Fetchick
Ralph & Joan Gay
Anne Girolmetti
Vince Gugliaro
Beth Hancock
Chuck Hancock
Roland & Ruth Hatter
Pat Heffernan
Fred Hemm
Larry Hoyt
Fred & Annemarie lilium
Frank & Madeline Jelinek
Robert L Johnson
~ James Kehoe
Joseph Kehoe
Ed Keough
Todd & Louise Kolb
Dave Landers
Bill Langenstein
Paul & Susan Lauricella
Jennifer, Katherine & Steven
Lauricella
Dante & Joyce Ligi

Tom Longmire




SPONSORS

Bob Lowell
Bill Lutzius
Rudy Marconi
Bob & Dorothy Marinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Martin
James & Karen McChesney
Ted McCormick
Monica McMorran
John Metzger
B. Dowlas. Millan, Jr.
Tom & Janet Mitchell . -
Sal Monti
George Mpazicos
Bill Morris
Paul Murphy
Tim Murphy
Fred Qrrico
Dick Pagano
Linda Parent
Nancy Parent
Bob & Gayle Perry
Harry Pierandri
Wolf Polonius
James Purcell
Thomas Reynolds
Bud Rigby
Philip A. Riordan

Annemarie Roller
Fred & Marion Romeo
Maggie Roulunds
John Santoro, Sr.

Carl & Irene Scala & family
David Schneider
Pam Schultz
Byron Scott
Dick Sell
Richard & Barbara Serfilippi
John Simpson
Tom Smeriglio
Gary €. Smith
Ken & Lanie, Spence
Dr. Jeannine Jelinek Stanwood
Hugh Stein
Maureen Stevenson

. Rick Tango
Donald & Yolie Torcellini
Francisco Trejo
John & Janice Tulipani
Mike Venus
Cliff Webb
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Yanity
Yanity Children
Chief Lou Yarrish & family
Walt Zarro
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Sweet Pierre's
GODIVA Chocolatier

featuring
European Specialties
Fine Teas & Coffees
Custom Gift Baskets for
Corporate Services, g,
Weddings & Special Occasions 1

3 Danbury Road
Ridgefield, CT 06877
(203) 431-9022
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Janice A. Mazzamaro, Owner

Robert Buzzeo
Owner

Fully Insured

NEW ENGL AND Free Estimates
AIR SYSTEMS, LLC

MEAS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

State of the rtnt Techuotogy

P.O. Box 2327 Phone (203) 798-9375
Danbury, Ct. 06813-2327 Fax  (203) 798-6857




CONNECTICUT- FAMILY ORTHOPEDICS, P.C.

Danbury Foot & Ankle Center
Danbury Physical Therapy & Sports Medicine
With Offices in Danbury, Ridgefield and Bethel

33 Hospital Avenue 90 Grove Street  10B Elizabeth Street

Danbury Ridgefield Bethel
{203) 792.5558 {203} 431-6515 (203} 743-9606
Ronald A Ripps, M.D. David H. Elfenbein, M.D.
Lawrence C. Schweitzor, M.D. Michael Z. Fein, D.P.M.
F. Scott Gray, M.D- Georgina L: Knowles, P.A-C
James W. Depuy, M.D. Deanna Waolff, P.A.-C

Christopher J. Cassels, M.D.
1 Hensy Jo Réppo“, PO UPIOpératicns .
All physicians are board certified, or board eligible
Most Insurance plasis zcéented.
Complete (:)r‘tilbpedlc Care:
Arthroscopic Surgery, Jolm Replacen}ent,
Knee Foot & Ankie Surggry, Back and Spmg Surgery,
Hand Surgary, Physical Therapy, Spcxts Medicine & Rehab.
i

http:/isites.netscape.net/fs1155/cfo
sufinly.onhpdes@spetnet

Village Oil ...

For over 3 years Village Oil has been offering
a cost-saving alternative to the typicat oil delivery
program. An altcmative that can save you over
15¢ per gallon - or about $150 per year.

—a well kept secret—
/7

431-6560

| H .
»\-, 5 T

GLORIA LAVATORI
SHARKANY

Gloria is the third member of her
family to be honored by the Ridgefield
Old Timers. She is also the first woman
to receive ROTA’s recognition for ath-
letics and service. A native Ridge-
fielder, Gloria grew up at the family
residence which is now the site of the
Ridge Bowl and then moved to the
family house across from Joe’s Corner.

A : A self-described tomboy as a kid,
Gloria attended the Titicus Elementary School and graduated from
RHS in 1943. Like so many talented Ridgefield women, Gloria’s
opportunities to develop her athletic achievements were hindered by
the lack of both school and extracurricular sports programs for women.
Nevertheless, Gloria availed herself of every opportunity and played
basketball, softball and archery at Ridgefield High. As a basketball
forward and captain, she played half-court hoops against the women'’s
teams in Danbury, Bethel, Brewster and Croton Falls. In softball Gloria
pitched for the women’s team and compiled a batting average that
would make any athlete proud.

After graduation Gloria was employed by the telephone company
on Catoonah Street, the Elms Inn, and later by New England Medical
Research until she joined her brother in 1969 at Nina’s Restaurant.
Athletic opportunities in town for women were as meager as they were
at RHS but Gloria took the opportunity to play women’s softball at
Veterans Park and she became an avid bowler. Gloria started bowling
at the lanes behind Bissell’s and at the Congregational Church on the
ten pin team sponsored by Conklin Motors and later on the Brunetti’s
Market team. Gloria’s team played at the Holiday Inn in Danbury,
Ridge Bowl, and later at Brewster Lanes. As Captain she guided the
Brunetti’s team to either first or second place finishes usually against
her Ridgefield News Store sponsored rivals.

Gloria married in 1966 and has a son, Patrick. She is the President
of the Italian American Ladies Aid Society and serves on the Scott
House Historic Committee. Ten pins have been retired for Tuesday
night bocci at the Club and her talent and competitive spirit has not
waned. :




LEW PATTERSON : WATS 1-800-243-3353
PRESIDENT HOME 203-743-0745

’ . FAX 203-778-4328
BEEPER 398-6306

atterson

SUPPLY Co. INC. DISTRIBUTORS OF WATER SYSTEMS

¥/ Yuha'd TN e g lel MBS Tel o PLUMBING, HEATING & WELL SUPPLIES

DANBURY NEW MILFORD VERNON .
47 MIRY BROOK RD. 115 HOUSATONIC AVE. 1040 HARTFORD TPKE.
DANBURY, CT 06813-2846 NEW MILFORD, CT 06776  VERNON, CT 06066-214
(203) 797-1900 (860) 355-6900 (860) 871-4444
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FRED "NICK" REID

Right field slugger Nick Reid played
for-Coach Allen’s first year at the helm
of the 1948 Hilltoppers baseball team.
Subsequently, with Fibber Biagiotti
catching, Nick pitched two no hitters
against Darien and Henry Abbot Tech
and three one hitters against Bethel,
Bedford Hills and the Jesse Lee Acad-
emy. Known by all his RHS Class of
- ARSRT 1949 for his interest in all sports, Nick
was-considered by teammates Glenn Anderson, Tom Mitchell, Fibber,
and Andy Montanari as quite a pitcher. In addition to baseball, Nick
played varsity. basketball for two years and football and track for one
year. Following high school Nick attended drafting school and served
in the U.S. Army for two years. Nick’s post RHS interests have included
golf, bowling and softball. New retired Nick lives in Canton, Connecti-
cut. He has two daughters, Shari and Jacquelyn, and a son, Richard.




RIDGEFIELD OLD TIMERS - 2001

OFFICERS
Chairman ... ............... Tom Belote
ViceChairman. . . ... ... .... Andy Montanari
Treasurer . . . ... ... ... ...... ~ Walter Evans
Secretary .. ... ... ....... Barbara Serfilippi
DINNER COMMITTEE PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Andy Montanari Tom Clark
Bob Tulipani Walt Evans
Bob Tulipani
TICKET COMMITTEE John Pierandri
Jim Mullen
AWARDS COMMITTEE ARRANGEMENTS
Paul Baker COMMITTEE
Jim Belote Fabio Paul Biagiotti
Fabio Paul Biagiotti Cynthia Biagiotti
Walter Boyce Pat Ligos
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Frank Lancaster, St.
Andy Montanari PUBLICITY
Evo Principi om Belote
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John Tulipani
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SCHOLARSHIP Randy & Don Carboni
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Jim Belote
Fabio Paul Biagiotti TICKETS
Joe Egan Village Printers

PROGRAM
Welcome .. ........... Chairman Tom Belote
Joastmaster . . e e e e e Paul Baker
Dinner
CIVIC AWARD

Louis "Bub"® Finch

SPORTS AWARDS

Ned Carboni
Paul Carboni
Jim Costanzi
Jjohn Fossi
Art Frattini
Nick Reid
Gloria Sharkany

POSTHUMOUS AWARDS

Tony Deluca
Walt Ryba
Bob Seymour




For Social Integrity, Inc.

Mission Statemont: The Wiggins Institute for Social Integrity is
comunitted (o the Investigntion of the root causes of seclal and meral

confiict nnd to the exploration of educational opportunities (o create a |

moro civil and compassionate eonmunity.

The Wiggins Institute for
Social Integrity wishes to
congratulate the Ridgefield

Oldtimers for their fine work

in honoring sportsmanship
and civic mindedness within

the community.

compliments of
FINCH ASSOCIATES REALTORS
426 Main Street
Ridgefield, CT 06877
203-43R-A87%

- POSTHUMOUS AWARD -

BOB SEYMOUR

For 24 years Bobby Seymour, the
league secretary, religiously kept the
records of the Ridgefield Men’s Bowl-
ing League. The League which was in
existence from 1930 to 1954 consisted
of eight teams which bowled Monday
through Thursday at the two lane Con-
gregational Church Alleys and at the
Ridgefield Bowling Center behind Bis-
sell’s. Bowling was a very important
sport and social activity in Town during
the early to mid 20th century. Bob’s
scores and writeups were published by

| the RidgefleldPress on a weekly basis.

Bob began to bowl with his brothers, Arthur and Rudolph, in 1916

| and was an above average competitor with highs of a 171.5 average,

a 235 high game and a 581 series achievement.
For many years Bob worked as a bookkeeper for the Harvey Lown

| Insurance and Real Estate Company. He also worked the very early
| newspaper shift at Squash’s.

Bob was known as a town character and energetic person who was

| always ready for a good laugh. Nicknamed 'Titter', Bob’s bowling
| team was known as the Seymour Jitterbugs. Bob passed away in 1971

atage 74.




Cong ratulations
to all the -

Old Timers Honorees:

Gloria (Lavatori) Sharkany
Axrtie Frattini
Jimmy Costanzi

. John Fossi
Ned Carboni
Paul Carboni
Nick Reid
Lewis (Bub) Finch

Scif\oﬁavslf\ip Recipients

Christine Lohse
Brandon Haig

You have all
contributed greatly in your
own way to making Ridgefield
a great place to live and an eyen
greater place to remember
the days gone by.

The Ridgefield Press

since 1875
16 Bailey Avenue
Ridgefield, CT 06877
(203) 438-6544

PAST RECIPIENTS

CIVIC AWARD
Richard Venus ("92), Bob Tulipani ('93),
Beth Yanity ("94), Aldo Tulipani ('95)
Ferdinand Bedini (96), Matty Pambianchi Family ("97)
Dr. Peter Yanity ('98), Charlie Coles ("39), Kitty Rosa ('00)

SPORTS AWARDS

1992

Tabby Carboni, Lynce Carboni, Leo Pambianchi,
Tom Clark, Charlie Frattini, joe Forcelli, John Carboni

1993

Gene Casagrande, Bob Mulvaney, Vin Petrini,
Charley Stolle, joe Tulipani

1994

Lyman Anderson, Harry Bennett, Aldo Girolmetti,
Evo Principi, john Tulipani -

1995

Peter Casagrande, Dino Cingolani, Joe Brunetti,
Ray Eppoliti, Bud Mahoney, Rene Severini

1996
Ben Bedini, Fabio Biagiotti, Jack Leary, Harold Mead,
Romeo Petroni, Janaile Severini

1997

Primo Baldaserini, Dante Brunetti, Walter Evans,
Frank Lancaster, Sr., Navio Ligi, Fred Mazzi

1998
Gino "finx" Balaserini, Dr. Philip Martin, Dr. Joseph Moylan,
Andy Montanari, Julius "Bugsy" Santini

1999

Dick Bellagamba, Si Bellagamba, Gene Lavatori,
John Lavatori, Gene McMahon, Harry Pierandri

2000
Glen Anderson, Bilt Elliot, Booker Jackson, Tom Mitchell

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Fran Moylan ('95), Paul Baker ('96), Walter Boyce ('98),
Earl Sturges ("99), Jerry Anello (00)




POSTHUMOUS AWARDS

1994
Ralph Crouchly, Kip Holleran, Francis D. Martin

1995
Chuck Walker, Charles F. Ashbee, Frank E. Minnerly

1996
Lou Girolmetti, Ed & John Sullivan, John Bacchiochi

1997
Lick Santini, Red Dlugo, Bill Allen

- 1998
Joseph M. Venus, Art Sfondrini, Bob Stolle

1999
Alan Crowley, Don Ligos, Harold Hilton-

2000
Art Bellagamba, Stubb Cummings, Margaret O’Sullivan

WALT VALENTINE'S

VALOR CAR CARE CENTER, LLC

“Belanger” Soft Cloth Car Wash & Mobil Quick Lube
33 Miil Plain Rd. Danbury, Ct. 06811 Ph. (203)730-8838

" Just down the road fpom Stop & Shop and The Mall' |

SUV'S & VANS NO EXTRA CHARGE




DONNELLY, MCNAMARA & GUSTAFSON, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

A GENERAL PRACTICE CONCENTRATING IN:
Real Estate

Planning, Zoning &> Land Use
Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning & Probate

Rex E. Gustafson ‘ Paul S. McNamara

Counsel
Robert R. Jewell o Joseph H. Donnelly
1930-1992
150 Danbuty Road
P.0. Box 2006

Ridgefield, Connecticut 06877-0906

Telephone (203) 438-6534
Telecopier (203) 438-1283

- POSTHUMOUS AWARD -

DR. WALTER RYBA

Walt was president of the RHS Class
of 1959. Born in Stamford, Walt moved
to Ridgefield in 1956. When Walt
walked into Principal Clifford Hollaran’s

office that March of 1956, Kip took one

look at his new transfer student and
asked "Do you play ball?" To Hollaran’s
delight, Walt responded that he played
football, basketball and baseball. He
went on to letter in all three sports.

In his first year at RHS Walt played on
the first eleven-man football squad. He
played end on the football team, for-
ward in basketball where he was known
for his stylistic jump shot, and was a

catcher on the RHS baseball team.
The Ridgefield Press in April of 1959 reported that he was the

| letterman senior catcher and a mainstay of the team. "Ryba works
quickly and surely behind the plate and can reach second with a throw
| without running out to the pitchers mound.” Walt was a leading slugger

throughout the Housatonic Valley League. in his senior year, he
cocaptained the football, basketball and baseball teams and won the

| MVP award at the annual Sports Banquet. He was president of his

sophomore, junior and senior classes at RHS which was also where he
met his future wife, Geraldine Pannozzo.

Walt went on to play football and baseball at Dartmouth College
but injuries shortened his intercolle?ate career. After graduation from
Dartmouth College in 1963, he later attended Trinity College in
Hartford where he received his Master’s degree in Economics in 1971.
In 1975 Walt graduated from the University of Connecticut School of
Law with a Doctor of Law degree. Walt began teaching at Fairfield
University in 1982. He specialized in business law and regulation and
strategic planninﬁ for regulation and new business. His work focused
on antitrust regulated environments and international regulation, and
his research appeared in many professional journals. Walt served as
Dean of Fairfield University’s School of Business and as Professor of
Business Law.

Walt never lost his love for athletics. He was the university’s NCAA
faculty representative and was a major promoter of Fairfield Univer-
sity’s football program.
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

CHRISTINE LOHSE

Christine, daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Frederick Lohse and recipient of one of
our two scholarships, is attending the
University of Richmond where she
hopes to major in sports medicine and
business. As she did for RHS, Christine
will be a member of Richmond’s track
and field program and will compete in
the 800, 1,000, 1,500 and 1,600 meter
events. Christine grew up in Ridgefield,
the third oldest child of the seven Lohse
children. During high school she was
deeply invalved in RHS track and field.
She waselected Captain of both the indoor and outdoor season teams
and competed during all four years at RHS. She earned track honors
as an All Area, All County, All State and All New England Athlete. She
set two RHS records as well as a national title. Christine was also
Captain of the RHS field hockey team and played varsity during her
four years of high school achieving All Area, All County and All State
honors in that sport. Christine was named Outstanding RHS Girl
Athlete as well as the FCIAC Scholar Athlete award. She is a certified
soccer referee and field hockey coach. Apart from athletics Christine
was an active member of the National Honor Society, the Captains’
Council, SADD, LINK and the Girl Scouts. She volunteered at the
Dorothy Day facility and for Meals on Wheels. Christina worked at
Biscotti’s Restaurant during the year and established her own catering
business.
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ARTIE FRATTINI

When Ridgefield old timers get to-
gether to talk about "the old days" Artie
Frattini’s name will crop up in the con-
versation, The topic could be golf,
bowling, basketball or softball.

Artie was introduced to golf as a
caddie on the nine-hole golf course
that later became Ward Acres. He also
plied his wares as a caddie at Silver
Spring and Waccabuc. Art was in-

volved in the caddie strike at Silver
Spring. The on-going rate was 80 cents for 18, and the youngsters went
on strike seeking one dollar. Art won the Boys Club championship at
Devine’s nine-hole course that is now the site of the Danbury Airport.
Me frequently teamed up with Navio Ligi who was club champ many
years at Vail's Grove at Peach Lake. Later, he and Harry Bennett won
the Ridgewood Member-Guest. He has had three holes-in-one, one
at Vail's and two at the Ridgefield Golf Course. He also won the
Ridgefield Open one year.

Back in the 30’s neighborhood baseball games were common. Artie
pitched for the Railroad Avenue nine that played againstthe Mountain
View Avenue Sluggers, the Barry Avenue Bombers, Titicus Giants and
many more. His curve ball (which was also his fast ball) broke about
three feet. (The same as his bowling ball). He was the shortfielder on
the Ridgefield Merchants softball team.

Artie played guard on the RHS basketball team that included Ed
Dowling, Armando Torcellini, Vin Paccadolmi, Si Franceschini, Leno
Valentino and others coached by "Kip" Holleran around the mid to
late thirties.

He bowled duck-pins at the old alleys behind Bissell’s where he
was adept at the art of rolling dice under Bissell’s back porch. (Actually,
he learned that in the caddie pen at Silver Spring and perfected it at
Bissell’s.) He then graduated to ten-pins and was on the winning team
captained by the late Lou Girolametti.

Following the service during the War, Artie took up painting. Some
Ridgefield houses still bear his trademark.

Artie is the father of three girls and two boys, all of whom have
excelled in a variety of professions from the entertainment world,
media, business and industry.
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JIM COSTANZI

Jim Costanzi, President of the RHS
class of 1945, has been an active vol-
unteer in Ridgefield organizations for
many years. Known as "Cuca" to his
high school classmates. Jim Costanzi,
like so many other old timers, devel-
oped his interest in sports at the Ridge-
field Boys Club, "I was the eighth
member to join the Club and that
wasn'’t easy. We had to line up to reg-
ister and the big guys kept throwing me
out of line. | fought back and main-
tained my place but do you have any idea how many "noggers" | got
that day from the older guys'. In later years Costanzi went on to become
a counselor at the Boys’ Club along with Rudy Hurzier transporting the
boys to Lake Mamanasco, Peach Lake and Roberts Pond, teaching them
how to swim and dive (and purported saving Gavin Donnely from
choking on a sour ball). ‘

At Ridgefield High, Jim Costanzi played football and baseball and was
elected captain of both teams in his senior year. Jim played short stop on
the baseball team which included Romeo Petroni at first base, Lou
Girolmetti at second, Richard Benzing at third, Dino Cingolani and Dan
Fischialetti pitching, Americo Giambartolomei, Mario Scala and Aldo
Biagiotti in the outfield, and Gene McMahon and Harry Zandri as catchers.

Coached by Dr. Charlie Izzo, Costanzi also played shortstop for the
Ridgefield Merchants,. Known as a long ball hitter, Costanzi racked up
a 400 batting average during one of his years with the Merchants.

After graduation, Costanzi became an avid bowler playing duck pins
and ten pins atthe alleys run by Sy Deluca behind the Bissell’s property.
Jim developed a formidable average allegedly leaving no spare un-
turned. But golf continued to be Jim’s true interest after RHS. An avid
golfer as a young man, Jim won the Caddies Tournament at Weeburn
Country Club atage 13. Motivated to pursue the game, he became low
amateur one year atthe International ProAm in Puerto Rico. As a result,
he was invited to play at the Air Jamaican International Tournament in
Kingston and won low amateur again. In 1968 he played with Gary
Player at the Lost Tree Country Club in Florida.

In addition to his volunteer work with the Old Timers, Jim has served
as the President of the Ridgefield Lions Club and was instrumental in
setting up a program which later developed into Meals on Wheels. He
was also responsible for initiating a Lions Club scholarship providing
four RHS students with scholarships totaling $8,000 each over their four
year undergraduate studies.
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NED CARBONI

Former 1950's RHS athlete, Ned
Carboni, will become the third mem-
ber of his family to be honored at the
Old Timers. There have been Car-
bonis starring in Ridgefield organized
sports since the 1920's and Ned was
no exception.

Ned was born and raised in Ridge-
field during what he described as the
‘Golden Age of Sports" following
World War 11. Ned’s partin Ridge-
field sports began in the late 1940's as
a bat boy for Leo Pambianchi’s Ridge-
field Merchants team featuring Vin Petrini, Dante and Joe Brunetti,
Jim and Evo Principi, and Johnny and joe Tulipani. He played in the
town’s first organized "Little League" in the early 1950’s. The teams
were coached by his father, Tabby, Uncle Lynce and Frank Minnerly.
Uniforms consisted of different colored baseball caps. Ned also played
for Ralph Crouchley in the Boys’ Club baseball and basketball teams.

At Ridgefield High Ned earned 9 varsity letters between 1954 and
1957. He was Captain/CoCaptain of the RHS football, basketball and
baseball teams under Bill Allen and Mel Makowicki.

Ned played quarterback and safety on the school’s six man football
team and in his senior year was the quarterback and linebacker on
RHS’ first eleven man football team. His teammates that year in-
cluded Bob Earle, Fred Mazzi, Jim Mullen, Booker Jackson, Fred izzo
and Johnny Fossi.

In basketball Ned teamed up as guard with Dick Bellagamba on
Coach Makowicki’s 1956, 155 championship basketball team which
was ranked 4th in the State’s Class C league.

In RHS baseball Ned played second base and batted fifth behind
Fred Mazzi and Booker Jackson on the 1957 Housatonic Valley
League champions which Coach Allen once called the best hitting
team he coached at RHS.

During the summers Ned played baseball on the town team organ-
ized by Bob Stolle. He also played with the Hoffman Fuelers in
Danbury’s Hat City League under Leo Pambianchi.

After graduation from Marquette University in 1961, where he played
intramural football and softball, he spent over two years in the Army in
Germany with an armored cavalry unit patrolling the East/West German
border. Ned also finally stopped passing the ball and started shooting it,
becoming the leading scorer as a guard on the Squadron’s All Star
basketball team that won the Regimental Tournament.

After military service Ned spent 30 years in the advertising business
in New York and Boston. Along the way he coached Little League
baseball in suburban Boston and still roots for the Chicago Cubs and
Boston Red Sox. Ned lives in Sherborn, Massachusetts with his wife
jutta and is currently employed with an Internet consulting firm.






