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 (262) 691-2380        

WALKING WITH JESUS, 
SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE,
SERVING ALL FAITHFULLY.



PASTOR AMANDA APPLEHANS

     “Who is this?” That question raced through the streets of Jerusalem as Jesus rode into
town. These questions present themselves to us each year as we walk through the season
of Lent. Who is this Jesus, and why are we following him? What is it that he intends to do
in this world? Why would we put our trust in him? If we do follow Jesus, where will he lead
us?
     It can be easy for us to forget, as we walk through the world thousands of years later,
how provocative Jesus’s message was in his day. The things Jesus said, and the things he
did, are the reason he ended up on the cross. It was because of his ministry that Jesus
was crucified, not in spite of it. The original Palm Sunday procession was a joyful
procession, and it was a dangerous procession. The people of Jesus’s day knew there was
danger in following the path Jesus was on – you only need to watch the disciples’
reactions to Jesus’s words and actions to see how dangerous what Jesus was doing truly
was (Check out John 11:7-16). But Jesus’s commitment to bringing the Kingdom of God
into this world was so great that he was willing to take anything this world had to throw at
him. And it is in the contrast between the Kingdom Jesus brings and the powers of this
world that we truly see who God is, and who God calls us to be – a people called and
formed by love, willing to act in love no matter the cost.
     This year we will engage the story of Jesus’s ride into Jerusalem at both the beginning
and the end of our Lenten season. We will walk with Jesus through his week in Jerusalem
as he moves through the city, through his final week, and ultimately arrives at the cross.
As we walk with Jesus through Jerusalem this lent, we will consider this question of who
Jesus is, and who Jesus is calling us to be. Then, during our midweek services we will hear
about “People of Faith” here at Galilee. We will engage in a service of evening prayer,
which will include an interview of a Galilee member. We will walk through a set of
questions that will help us to come to more fully know our fellow Galilee members, as we
seek to walk together with our God.
     We have spent our Epiphany season hearing Jesus’s call to, “Come, follow me,” and
now as we walk through the Lent and Easter seasons we will follow in Jesus’s footsteps.
We will watch as he moves through the world, we will see the Love of God made manifest
for the whole world, and we will seek to follow where Jesus leads. The Palm Sunday Path
is not an easy path, but it is the only path that leads to the peace we so yearn for.

Yours in Christ ~ Pastor Amanda

The Palm Sunday Path





Galilee has been selected to be a pilot congregation for the Raising Faithful Kids program
through the Vibrant Faith Initiative. Vibrant Faith is a group of researchers and faith
formation experts who work to research and develop new processes and resources to help
ministry leaders cultivate Christ-centered families. That’s a long way of saying this group
develops ways that churches can encourage and support families who want to be closer to
Christ. And we are very excited to be a part of this stage of the Raising Faithful Kids research
project, which is funded by a grant by the Lily Endowment!

Basically, through the year of 2026 (and into future years if we choose to stay involved)
Galilee will be a testing ground for the implementation of research that has been done at
previous stages of the project. The main research question is how churches can partner with
parents to help raise children who know what worship is and value worship enough to
continue engaging in worship into adulthood. The research to this point is showing that a
relational/spiritual process where kids and parents engage in the “whys” of worship
alongside a congregation that engages these “whys” in worship as well.
 
The process for Galilee will begin with some listening events for parents, where we will seek
to hear from parents what will work in their lives and what might not. We will then engage in
six sessions (that will be informed by what we hear in the listening sessions) about the
“whys” of worship and how families can engage these at home and in worship. We will have
parallel experiences during the regular worship services of Galilee to allow the whole
congregation to learn what our families are learning, and to experience each “why” of
worship together.

You will hear more and more about this process as the year unfolds. Right now we are
establishing a leadership group to help lead Galilee through this process. There is some room
still on this group if you feel called to help – please talk with Pastor Amanda if you are
interested. As we get past Easter and head toward summer you will start to see some of the
pieces unfold, and as we head into fall things will really pick up.

I ask that the congregation would seek to engage every element of the project as an
experiment – we are trying things out that may or may not work, but that will help parents
throughout the nation as they seek to raise Christ-centered families. I ask that you would also
pray for this project, and for the families of Galilee as we head into this experiment. I am
excited to see where God will take us on this journey of Raising Faithful Kids!



Farmers Market Update!
Even though it’s still winter, we’re starting to “Think Spring” 
with Farmers Market season!

The PFM team has been meeting recently to get our local
permits renewed, and new dates set for the 2026 season,
which is June 3  - September 30 , and a special Fall short
season in October.
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Want to help? - You can right now!
Claire is in the process of making cards to pass around to local vendors, food
trucks, and craft-types to invite them to sign up for our market.  If you happen
to know of any folks who fit the profile, we encourage you to give them a card
and let them know we’re soon accepting applications.

Hoping for a fun and fulfilling market this year!
-The PFM Team

If you have started reading the Bible with us (or would like to join in) come on
Tuesday, February 3  at 6:00pm and meet with others undertaking this
reading plan. We will talk about the readings to this point, and discuss ways
we might collaborate in our reading and understanding of the text as we move
through the year. 
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If you can’t make the meeting, please email me at pastoramanda@galileelc.org
and let me know you are reading with the group. I will be putting together a
group to help keep us all connected as we read through Scripture this year,
and I’d love to have you in it!

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR!

mailto:pastoramanda@galileelc.org


February 15  - Guest speaker John “Jack” Beck
Archaeological discoveries in the Holy Land can grow our
understanding of God’s Word. But not all reported
“discoveries” are of the same quality. This study will
introduce the topic of archaeology in the Holy Land and
distinguish discoveries which have merit from those we
should treat with greater suspicion.  In these sessions, we
will offer a definition of archaeology. We will outline the
method of investigation which produces the most credible
results. We will consider the limitations on what
archaeology can do for Bible readers. And we will explore
examples of archaeological discoveries that have shaped
our understanding of sacred texts.  

th

February 22  - Guest speaker John “Jack” Becknd

For those of us whose view of archaeology was shaped by
Indiana Jones movies, we may equate this work with
swashbuckling bravado. Archaeology in the Holy Land
rarely looks like that. In this study, we will explore the ways
in which archaeologists work in this sacred space and
weigh how their conclusions may impact our reading of
the Bible.  

February Adult Education Info

February 1  - Jim Olia will discuss 250 years of our
country’s history. We’ll be celebrating that rich history this
year, which includes race relations.

st

February 8  -  February is Black History Month, so adult
forums will feature this topic. Our conversations will be
about people and events that have been a part of this
history, including slavery, the Civil War, emancipation,
segregation, and more recent advances (times & gains?)
How have relations improved? What obstacles remain?

th



Feb 25 - Choir 
March 4 - Galilee Youth
March 11 - Men's Bible Study
March 18 - Partnerships 
March 25 - Women's Bible Study

Lenten Services
Ash Wednesday is February 18th!

Two services available - 12:00pm & 6:30pm

Lenten Service Schedule:
Wednesdays at 6:30pm

February 18  through April 1  th st

All are invited to Lenten Suppers,
Starting Wednesday, February 25th,

which take place at 5:45pm in the
Fellowship Hall

Galileans will be serving the evening Hope Center Outreach Meal for 90-100
guests, including the homeless, those living in rooming houses or shelters,
families trying to stretch their budget, and elderly people on fixed income,
many of whom are physically and/or mentally impaired. 

We are looking for 8-10 volunteers to help serve the hot meal prepared by
Hope Center staff, then clean up the tables and sweep the floors after the
meal. Galilee provides 10 gallons of milk & dessert for each of the meals. We
meet at Hope Center at 5:00 pm and are finished around 7:00pm. A carpool
option leaves Galilee's upper parking lot at 4:30pm.  

For more info contact Partnerships Coordinator Deb Kohler. 
Call/text 262.844.6155 or email: deb.kohler.mke@gmail.com 

Hope Center Outreach Meal
February 20 @ 5:00pm
Carpool available from Galilee!

Choir & Bell Rehearsal Schedule:
Vocal Choir - 5:00-5:45 p.m.

Bell Choir - 7:15 p.m. or immediately after
Lenten service

mailto:deb.kohler.mke@gmail.com


"NO REGRETS" MEN’S CONFERENCE ON FEBRUARY 7th
Hosted by the Men’s Bible Study Group

The Schedule for the Day
7:30 – 8:00am   Gathering / Breakfast Treats
 
8:00am - Conference opens with Keynote speaker – Kenny Luck - 
                                                                                    Ultimate Surrender
 
9:30am - Breakout session #1 Steve Carter – Dealing With 
                                                                                         Adversity       
 
10:15am - Breakout session #2 Steve Carter – Giving and 
                                                                            Receiving Forgiveness
 
11:00am - Breakout session #3 - Jonathan Misirian – Living Out 
                                                                   Your Faith in Your Community

 
11:45am - Lunch/Closing Keynote – Chris Brown - Lessons From 
                                                                                           The Mountaintop

Galilee Happenings

Sock it to Poverty 
Now Through Sun, Feb 22

Galilee will be collecting donations that will be used for Hygiene Packs
distributed via Hope Center's clothing closet. Items needed are:

NEW men's socks (dark colors preferred) 
NEW women's socks (dark colors preferred)
Chapstick (approx. $1.70 each)
Arm & Hammer Deodorant 2.5 or 2.6 ounce stick (approx. $2.20 each)
Zest Aqua Bar Soap (approx. $1.00 each)
Colgate Toothpaste 6 ounce tube in box (approx. $1.90 each)
Toothbrushes individually wrapped

There is a donation box in the Narthex, or feel free to order via Amazon for
delivery to the church office.



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026, 3:00 P.M.
    Contact Barb Barthel at (262) 691-0711.

The Leadership Board and Pastor Amanda would
like to invite all Saturday service attendees to a
meeting to share feedback on how the recent
shift in worship leadership is going at Galilee.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend on
Saturday, February 21  for 5:00pm worship, after
which we will stay and share thoughts on how the
current plan is serving the congregation. 

st



Community Events

Join us for our synod’s annual learning gathering of pastors, deacons and lay
leaders from across Southeast Wisconsin! Together we’ll worship, celebrate our
partnership in the Gospel, and attend workshops on a variety of ministry topics.
2026 will be the year of Collaboration in the synod, focusing on the fourth of our
synod’s core values. One of the ways we will be exploring this theme is through
the design and production of a synod mural. This process will be led by Tia
Richardson, who will introduce the design process during the opening
presentation at Together in Mission, which will include viewing a documentary
film about a similar project she led in Rockford, IL. All Together in Mission
participants have the opportunity to register for one of two design workshops
that will take place that morning and afternoon. Additional opportunities to help
design and produce the mural will be announced on February 7. 

New this year!  Our worship service will be a Lunch Church service led by Rev.
Sarah Stumme and Rev. Jaime Larson McLoone. We’ve set aside time for you to
find your box lunch and then join in this worship service scheduled for 11:30 am.
Lunch Church (or Dinner Church) is a table-centered expression of church where
community, hospitality, and the story of Jesus come together over a shared meal.
Rooted in the practices of Jesus and the early church, it creates sacred space for
strangers to become friends, stories to be shared, and lives to be transformed.
More than a potluck, Lunch Church reimagines the meal as mission—forming new
faith communities around the table, not the stage. 

For questions or more info
contact Partnerships

Coordinator: Deb Kohler
call/text 262.844.6155 

email:
deb.kohler.mke@gmail.com 

or
Pastor Amanda: 262.691.2380
pastoramanda@galileelc.org   

Together in Mission - February 7, 2026

https://milwaukeesynod.org/about-us/vision-mission-values/
mailto:deb.kohler.mke@gmail.com
mailto:pastoramanda@galileelc.org


Are you or someone you know in
need of prayer? 

Simply contact the church office at 
(262) 691-2380 

or 
email galilee@galileelc.org 
with your prayer requests.

FEBRuary Birthdays

Please keep in your prayers - Patricia Alters, Ann Dee Austin, Mary
Benrud, Mike Bohlmann, Donna Chudada, Pastor Joy McDonald-
Coltvet, Isaiah Cramer, Jessica Connelly, Matthew Dehler, Jake
Drover, Deloris Evans, Donna Frederick, Dan Heger, Tony
Hofstede, Katie Hollister, Bill Koehn, Deb Kohler, Richard Knutson,
Margo Krumnow, Britany Lindert + her baby, Kerry MacKay, Ray
Mansker, Dan Maske, Laurie McGroarty, Carol Merik, Eliana
Metzger, Carol Miller, Marilyn Morgan, Calla Nelson, Dennis Olson,
Paul Osmundson, Justin Peare, John Ruf, George Slavsky, Rachel
Stephens + her baby, Scott Wille, Nancy Wojcicki, and the families
of Penny Williams and Marjory Kloth.

Prayer Needs

Mike Anderson 
Andrew Connolly
Jeremy Fossier                                                       
Tim Gilestad                                                                                      
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher           
Andrew Richardson

February 1
Susan Knutson

February 3
Deb Kohler

February 4
Michael Bohlmann 

February 5
Mackenzie Sherman

February 7
Robin Hehn

February 8
Janet Praeger 
Thomas Barker 
Colleen K Larson

February 10
Thomas  Pjevach 
Ruth  Harken 
Carol Busser 
Matthew Dehler

February 14
Edward Longhini
Kathy Line 
William Koehn

February 15
Brian Connolly

February 18 
Morgan Alderton

February 19
Caitlyn Higgins 
Craig Smith 
 

February 20
Loretta Hagen 
Kathleen Taylor 

February 21
Joseph Barker
Jennifer Dehler

February 23
Jenna Wille
Glenn Calhoun

February 24
Duane Moore 
Donald Schrock

February 25 
Linda Koepp 

February 28
Heather Evans
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Ministry Coordinators                
Hospitality - Susan Keller & Vivian Dethloff | susieqz2@aol.com & dethloff5@gmail.com                  
Connecting - Mary Winter | marywinter1322@gmail.com
Worship & Arts - Diana Conway | dlmc@milwpc.com
Faith Formation - Pastor Amanda Applehans | pastoramanda@galileelc.org
Administration - Building & Grounds | Nicholas Riegert | riegs4@sbcglobal.net
Administration - Church Office & HR | Kathy Taylor | htmachine@centurytel.net 
Godly Play - Sue Olson | olsonmsusan@gmail.com
Stewardship - Jean Nelson | pianogirl1966@gmail.com
Partnerships & Global-Gifting - Deb Kohler | deb.kohler.mke@gmail.com
Compassion Care - Ann Dee Austin | anndeeaustin@gmail.com
Columbarium - Bill Braunschweig | bbraunschweig1@gmail.com

Ministry Staff
Pastor: Pastor Amanda Applehans, email: pastoramanda@galileelc.org
Director of Music & Worship Accompanist: Patricia DeBlaey, email: patricia@galileelc.org
Financial Assistant: Dave Reish, email: finance@galileelc.org
Office Coordinator: Claire Johnson, email: galilee@galileelc.org

Church office is open Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:30pm

Leadership Board Members, 2026
Steve Dethloff -dethloff5@gmail.com
Mary Dehler - biddymarka@gmail.com
Karen Buelow - buelowk@att.net
Linda Moore - moorell@gmail.com
John McGroarty - john.r.mcgroarty@gmail.com
Andrea Smith - Treasurer | andreasmith3@wi.rr.com

Galilee Lutheran Church N24 W26430 Crestview Dr. Pewaukee, WI 53072 |   (262) 691-2380  |  www.GalileeLC.org 


