
PLAY FOR ALL
Campaign to Renovate K ids K ingdom Playground

BY THE COMMUNITY
FOR THE COMMUNITY

The Case for Kids Kingdom

Kids Kingdom, greater Huntsville's most popular

children's destination, turned twenty-four this

year and has exceeded the end of its lifespan.

That is why civic and community leaders are

spearheading efforts to not only renovate Kids

Kingdom but make it universally inclusive

allowing children of ALL abilities to Play, Learn,

and Grow Together. 

J. PREV. MED. 2018 SAYS WHEN
PLAYGROUNDS ARE OVERHAULED AND

IMPROVED, CHILDREN ENGAGE IN
INCREASED VIGOROUS PLAY

 



Dear Friends and Families, 
          When Kids Kingdom was built in Dublin Park almost 25 years ago it was a shining example of local
citizens coming together to meet the needs of our community. Kids Kingdom has become one of the most
popular outdoor children’s destinations in greater Huntsville. Even during this last year’s pandemic Dublin
Park received thousands of visitors. 
          We are proud to be leading the charge to bring our community of Madison together not only to rebuild
Kids Kingdom but make it available to ALL children.
          Nearly 1 in 5 people have a disability in the U.S. with the cities of Madison and Huntsville combining for
35,577.  Yet most playgrounds aren’t built to accommodate people with disabilities. 
          Play is the work of children. That is how they learn, that is how they interact and learn their social skills.
It is how they develop large and fine motor development. All of those things are absolutely critical to their
ability to grow into healthy, young people. We are dedicated to providing these many benefits to ALL of our
community’s children so that children with disabilities can play in parallel with their siblings and friends.
          Just as we did 25 years ago, we are working to bring together Madison nonprofits, city government, city
schools, local businesses, and volunteers to rebuild and make Kids Kingdom inclusive.    There’s something
exciting about watching an entire community working together to turn a dream into a beautiful new
playground. Your support will be essential in achieving our goal. 

Please visit https://www.mvpmadison.org/kids-kingdom or www.gobuildakingdom.com to learn more about
joining us in creating an amazing space for kids to play.

Sincerely,

Madison Visionary Partners
MCDAB (Madison City Disability Advocacy
Board)
City of Madison
Madison City Schools

Rotary Club of Madison
E.WE Foundation
Madison Chamber of Commerce
City of Madison Parks and Recreation

https://www.mvpmadison.org/kids-kingdom


"Inclusion is not
bringing people
into what already
exists: it is
making a new
space, a better
space for
everyone." 
George Dei
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For more than a generation Kids Kingdom

has not only provided children a place to

enjoy all the benefits of outdoor play but

continues to be the symbol of what a

community can accomplish when everyone

works together for the common good.      

 Years later that idea of Community lives

on. And in that spirit of community, we

want to raise funds to not only renovate

Kids Kingdom but make it universally

inclusive allowing children of ALL abilities

to Play, Learn, and Grow Together. 

Play is the work of children. That is how

they learn, that is how they interact and

learn their social skills.

It is how they develop large and fine

motor development. All of those

things are absolutely critical to their

ability to grow into healthy, young

people. We are dedicated to

providing these many benefits to ALL

of our Community’s children so that

children with disabilities can play in

parallel with their siblings and

friends. Huntsville metropolitan area

has approximately 12,000 families

with a disabled child .  



An inclusive playground equally challenges and

accommodates the needs of all children, both

able-bodied individuals and those with a

physical or mental condition that limits their

abilities. Unlike an accessible ADA compliant

playground which is designed to provide easy

entry, travel and movement to and through the

equipment, an inclusive playground provides

access and encourages and enables children

to interact with one another.

Research has also indicated that inclusive

playgrounds improve the benefits for children

without disabilities as they can have play

experiences different from those available on

conventional playgrounds.

WHAT'S AN INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND ?

The core of an inclusive
playground is to create social
interaction. Everyone is a
child first, we are all just
differently abled. We want to
create a stimulating,
engaging and safe place for
kids of all abilities to
interact.

HUNTSVILLE METRO AREA HAS OVER
12,000 FAMILIES WITH A DISABLED CHILD

ACCORDING TO CENSUS DATA AND
EDUCATION RECORDS 

 



5 REASONS WHY

Developmental Benefits
Inclusive playgrounds allow all children to reap the
developmental benefits of active, physical play.
Physical play is an important part of every child’s brain
development. It helps with social skills, motor skills,
problem-solving, decision-making, language
development and general interaction with a child’s
environment.  This is true for all kids – regardless of
ability – so shouldn’t all kids have an equal opportunity
to partake in physical play at local parks and
playgrounds? Promote Diversity

Inclusive playgrounds promote tolerance, acceptance
and diversity in our children. Giving all children the
opportunity to play side-by-side, interact with each other
and learn from one another will help introduce them to
diversity at a young age. 

An inclusive playground is one where people of all ages
and abilities can come together. Kids of all abilities,
adults of all abilities, caretakers of people with
disabilities and even elderly people can enjoy an inclusive
playground. This inclusiveness creates a sense of unity
and kinship that is instilled in the community and its
people.
 

Create a Sense of Community

Stand Out from the Crowd
Most parks you see these days have all the
same, basic, non-inclusive equipment.
Inclusive playground equipment is unique and
creative, making it more interesting and fun
for all kids.

Encourage Creativity
Inclusive playgrounds encourage creativity and
imagination by engaging the mind with sensory-
rich activities. The inclusive elements are versatile,
allowing them to be used in a variety of ways by
different users, depending on their needs and
abilities. Texture, sound, color, accessibility – all
these elements create a much more layered,
imaginative and enjoyable experience for all.

OVER 12.6% OF MADISON CITY
SCHOOLCHILDREN HAVE A DISABILITY



COMMUNITY OF MADISON COMING TOGETHER TO RAISE
$690,000 TO FUND THE REBUILD OF 

KIDS KINGDOM PLAYGROUND

Designed by the award-winning PlayCore company’s GameTime division, which is manufactured in Ft. Payne,

Al, the new design brings play and recreation to people of all ages and abilities. GameTime has been

committed to building communities through play and recreation since 1929. Their local, experienced, and

trusted team deploys research-based programs and education to deliver the most tailored play and

recreation environments in the world. The specialized inclusive playground of over 17,425 square feet will

serve as an update to the beloved Kids Kingdom playground in the City of Madison’s Dublin Park.



Sensory elements providing auditory, visual, or

tactile experiences

Expression Swings designed for children and

adult caregivers to swing face-to-face and

eye-to-eye to encourage an emotional bond

during play

A Car or Rover that could hold wheelchairs,

but also be usable by all

Intentional built-in level changes so that all

kids may get around, through, under, and over

all equipment

Adaptive-friendly zipline

Wide stairways and long slow angles so that

individuals with mobility impairments can get

around safely and easily.

With construction beginning in 2022, the play

area will be designed so that children of all

abilities can play together side by side. Nearly all

components of the play environment are

accessible to those with mobility impairments,

and the playground features include:

The playground equipment is constructed of

durable, recyclable materials that are designed

to last decades, not years. Each play system and

freestanding activity is backed by one of the

industry’s leading warranties. 

ACCORDING TO UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR 
53% OF KIDS WITH DISABILITIES SPENT LESS

THAN TWO HOURS A WEEK WITH THEIR PEERS
OUTSIDE OF CLASS BECAUSE OF LACK OF

FACILITIES.  
 



HELP MAKE PLAY FOR ALL 

OUR GOAL

Estimated costs for design, construction, materials, supplies and shipping run to $690,000; approximately

1/3 of that cost is for the safety surfacing now mandated for all playgrounds. This year we are rolling out

our Fundraiser Drive, highlighted by a series of Giving Levels designed to excite and encourage donor

participation. Our goal is to raise the necessary funds by the end of 2021 and rebuild the playground in

2022. An important feature of the 1997 building of Kids Kingdom was the feeling of ownership our

community had through the raising of funds and the literal raising of the playground. That model is as

important today as it was then, but while there is already a groundswell of local support, the amount

required is a lot for a small city. To reach our goal we must appeal to local businesses (in-kind donations,

grants, and corporate funding), local foundations and granting organizations, and the families and

friends in our community. Such support will be the wave that helps carry us to our destination – Kids

Kingdom: rescued, re-envisioned, revitalized, ready to entertain and enrich Madison for many

more years to come.

We are honored to have Madison Visionary Partners, a local 501(c)3 organization, as fiscal sponsor and

providing administrative support. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law.

Checks should be made out to Madison Visionary Partners with “Kids Kingdom” in the memo and mailed to

Madison Visionary Partners 103 Spenryn Dr., Madison, AL 35758. Donations can also be made online from

our website (www.mvpmadison.org and gobuildakingdom.com). For questions, please contact Liz Brinton

at (256) 348-4969.



DONOR GIVING LEVELS

Donate to fund the purchase of individual park
and playground equipment. Your gift of $10,000
or more, can be given over a multiple year
period and will be acknowledged on a piece of
park or playground equipment

Naming opportunities

$250,000 - $10,000

Events

Participate in a Kids Kingdom fundraising event or

host your own

Volunteer

Become a part of the team

“Alone we
can do so

little;
together we

can do so
much.” 

Helen Keller

Giving Levels

Show your support for Kids Kingdom by becoming
a part of the Kids Kingdom Giving Team. Your
organization or family's name will be permanently
acknowledged in the Park.

$100 - $500      Knight

$500 - $3000   Rook

$3000 – $6000  King

$6000 - $9000    Queen

Visit us at 
www.gobuildakingdom.com

or liz.brinton@mvpmadison.org to start
building our Kids Kingdom today 



KIDS KINGDOM STEERING COMMITTEE

Matt McLellan, Chair

Kory Alfred

Liz Brinton

Jenny Mill Creek 

Sarita Edwards 

Stephenie Walker

John O'Donnell 

Lee Shaw 

Steve Smith

Maura Wroblewski

Holly Waite 

Go Build A Kingdom:
Project Kids Kingdom


