
 
 

 

 
The Mckinney New Works Festival featuring the  

Schulte Prize for Young Playwrights Competition 
 
McKinney Repertory Theatre (MRT) is pleased to announce The Schulte Prize for Young Playwrights 
Competition as part of the McKinney New Works Play Reading Festival.  The competition aims to 
recognize an outstanding young writer. Named after Rainer & Sandra Schulte, the prize will award $500 
and a staged reading to one young playwright between the ages of 16 and 25. The submission period 
opens November 1, 2025, and closes December 1, 2025, with the winner announced January 31, 2026.  
We hope that the winning play will go on to numerous productions elsewhere as well. 
 
Prize: 
An MRT committee will choose one play/playwright as the winner and they will receive a prize of $500 
and their play will be performed as a staged reading on February 26, 2026.  The winner will be 
announced on or before January 31, 2026.  
 
Eligibility 

● Applicants must reside in the Dallas–Fort Worth Metroplex OR be currently enrolled in a college 
or university within the region. 

● Entrants must be between the ages of 16 and 25 at the time of submission. 

Submission Guidelines:  
● Entries must be emailed in PDF format, no later than December 1, 2025.  

● Submissions should be in standard play format (PDF) with the playwright’s name and contact 
information included on a cover page only. 

● Entries must be accompanied by a completed and signed and legible entry form. 

● The first 30 submissions will be considered. If no submission meets the award criteria, an 
additional 10 submissions may be reviewed at the discretion of the panel. 

● Only original, unpublished scripts will be accepted. 

● Plays must not have been previously produced nor have won awards. However, previous 
readings are acceptable. Workshop productions or school performances are acceptable. 

● Adaptations and translations plays will not be accepted. 

● Only one submission per playwright will be accepted. In the case of multiple submissions, only 
the play determined by the committee to be the first submission will be considered. 

● Casts of eight or fewer are preferred, with adult casts being preferred. Please keep in mind that 
MRT is a family oriented theater company, so explicit language, graphic violence, and so forth will 
eliminate the play for consideration. 



 
 

 
● Please feel free to check out our website at http://www.mckinneyrep.org/, to see the types of 

plays we generally produce. 

● Play length: Submissions should be approximately 45 - 90 minutes in performance length. 

● Content: Scripts should be suitable for a general audience, keeping in mind MRT’s role as a 
community theatre. Mature themes may be considered but must be handled thoughtfully. 

● Deadlines: All submissions must be received by the announced deadline to be eligible. Late 
submissions will not be considered. 

● Notification: The winning playwright will be notified via email and/or phone, and MRT will publicly 
announce the winner on its website and social media accounts.  

 
Submission Procedure: 
Only electronic submissions of PDF files will be accepted. All submissions must be accompanied by a 
completed, signed and legible entry form (see page 2).  Send your email entry to (or click the following 
link) NewWorks@mckinneyrep.org with a subject line of “Young Playwright Competition” along with your 
full name. 

Selection & Awards 

● Submissions will be judged solely on the quality of the work by a panel selected by MRT. 
● The winning playwright will receive a cash award of $500 dollars issued via check from MRT and 

must complete and submit a W-9 form for payment processing.  The decision of the panel is final. 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

MRT values diversity and inclusion. No applicant will be discriminated against based on race, ethnicity, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, or ability. Age limitations are in place only for eligibility purposes. 

Performance & Staged Reading 

● MRT’s goal is to present a staged reading of the winning play on February 29, 2026. However, 
this is not guaranteed and is subject to availability of venue, cast, production resources, and other 
unforeseen factors. 

● If produced, the staged reading will be at no cost to the playwright, and there will be no licensing 
fees or other payment paid apart from the award money. 

● The playwright will be invited to provide input on the staged reading process, but MRT retains full 
artistic and production control of the final presentation. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
McKinney Repertory Theatre will have exclusive rights to produce and promote a staged reading of the 
winner in February of 2026.  MRT will also have the right to make copies of the plays for production use. 
MRT reserves the right to accept or reject any submitted play. MRT also reserves the right to declare no 
winner. The decision of the committee is final. MRT will not provide transportation or housing for the 
winner during production, but will welcome your input in the process. 
 
 



 
 
 
McKinney Repertory Theatre 

111 N. Tennessee St. McKinney, Texas 75069 
 
 
 

The Schulte Prize for Young  
Playwrights Competition - Entry Form 

*This form must be legible for your submission to be considered 
 
 
Title of Play: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Playwright’s name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CAST 

Number of Men: _____ Ages _____ to _____ Notes: __________________________________ 
 
Number of Women: _____ Ages _____ to _____ Notes: _______________________________ 
 
Flexible Roles: _____ Ages _____ to _____ Notes: ___________________________________ 
 
Optional Roles: _____ Ages _____ to _____ Notes: __________________________________ 
 
Other Casting Notes or Requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Technical Notes, Proposed Set Design and General Production Needs: 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Synopsis of Play: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: Submitted scripts must NOT have been produced or committed to publication or 
production, nor have representation. If the script is chosen the playwright owns the copyright, 
but grants McKinneyRepertory Theatre (MRT) exclusive rights (royalty free) to produce the 
premier production, to make copies for production use, and to use the names of winning play 
and playwrights in all promotions and publicity. MRT reserves the right to accept or reject any 
play submitted. MRT also reserves the right to declare no winner. The decision of the committee 
is final. MRT will not provide transportation or housing for the winner during 
Production. 
 
Playwright’s Signature: ______________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


