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Educational Escape Room Experience: 
Emma's Musical Adventure 

Overview 
In this escape room experience, 5th grade students will engage in a narrative-driven challenge 
that explores the life and music of Claude Debussy through the eyes of Emma, a young girl who 
discovers her connection to the past in a quaint music shop in Paris. The puzzles designed will 
reinforce key concepts related to music, history, and literature while fostering collaboration and 
critical thinking. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of this escape room experience, students will be able to: 

• Identify key elements of Debussy's compositions and their cultural context. 

• Analyze the themes present in Debussy's "Children’s Corner." 

• Evaluate the historical significance of music and its impact on emotions and culture. 

• Collaborate effectively to solve problems through teamwork and communication. 

Content Standards 
• Music Education: Understanding the historical and cultural context of music 

compositions. 

• Literature: Analyzing themes and characters in narratives. 

• Social Studies: Exploring the influence of historical figures on modern culture. 

Narrative Context 
Emma is on holiday in Paris with her parents. While exploring a music shop, she discovers a 
picture of a girl who looks just like her—Debussy's daughter. Emma immerses herself in 
Debussy's music, experiencing magical moments. The challenge is to help Emma understand her 
connection to classical music and solve the puzzles to unlock her musical journey. 

Setup Instructions 

Materials Needed 

• Envelopes for puzzle clues 
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• Printed puzzle sheets (see puzzle descriptions) 

• Colored markers 

• A timer 

• Sticky notes 

• A whiteboard or chart paper for recording answers 

• Small prizes or certificates for completing the experience 

Preparation 

1. Create Puzzle Clue Envelopes: Prepare envelopes for each puzzle with the necessary 
materials and instructions. 

2. Set Up Stations: Designate different areas in the classroom for each puzzle. Ensure each 
station has the materials required for that puzzle. 

3. Timer Setup: Prepare a way for students to see the countdown (e.g., a clock or timer 
app). 

Puzzle Sequence 

Puzzle 1: Musical Match (Recall/Understanding) 

• Objective: Match Debussy’s pieces with their descriptions. 

• Instructions: Students match cards with the title of the piece to a description of its 
theme. 

• Materials: Cards with piece titles (e.g., "Doctor Gradus ad Parnassus") and cards with 
descriptions (e.g., "A playful take on 19th-century piano study"). 

• Solution: Once matched correctly, a letter on each card spells out a keyword leading to 
the next puzzle. 

Puzzle 2: Thematic Word Search (Understanding/Application) 

• Objective: Find vocabulary words related to Debussy’s music in a word search. 

• Instructions: Students complete a word search and highlight words that describe 
emotions or themes found in the pieces. 

• Materials: Printed word search grid. 

• Solution: The leftover letters from the grid form a sentence that hints at the next 
puzzle's location. 

Puzzle 3: Composer Timeline (Application/Analysis) 

• Objective: Create a timeline of Debussy’s life events and major works. 
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• Instructions: Provide students with a list of events. They must place them in 
chronological order on a blank timeline. 

• Materials: Timeline template and event cards. 

• Solution: The timeline leads to a hidden clue or code to unlock the next puzzle. 

Puzzle 4: Lullaby Lyrics (Analysis) 

• Objective: Analyze lyrical themes and create a new lullaby. 

• Instructions: Read excerpts from "Jimbo’s Lullaby," then work in groups to write an 
original lullaby based on the same themes of compassion. 

• Materials: Excerpts printed and writing materials. 

• Solution: Groups present their lullabies, and the best one is selected to receive the final 
clue. 

Puzzle 5: Dance Challenge (Evaluation) 

• Objective: Create a dance to "The Golliwog’s Cakewalk." 

• Instructions: Students learn about the piece and choreograph a simple dance. 

• Materials: Space for dancing, music playback device. 

• Solution: Perform the dance and receive the final key (a physical key or coded message) 
to complete the escape room. 

Hint System 
• Hints: Provide a "hint" envelope at each station that can be opened if students are 

stuck. Each hint should guide them without giving away the answer directly. 

• Support: Teachers can circulate and facilitate discussion or provide further clarification 
on concepts as needed. 

Formative Assessment Opportunities 
• Observe group discussions and collaboration during puzzles. 

• Use puzzle solutions as informal assessments of understanding. 

• Facilitate a reflection session after the activity: 

• Questions to consider: 

• What did you learn about Debussy and his music? 

• How did your understanding of classical music change? 

• Which puzzle was your favorite and why? 
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Implementation Flexibility 
• Timing Options: This can be a one-class period activity (approximately 60-90 minutes) or 

extended over two sessions, allowing deeper discussion. 

• Grouping Strategies: Students can work in pairs or small groups (4-5) to promote 
collaboration. 

• Modification Suggestions: Offer additional support or simplified puzzles for diverse 
learners. Provide extra time for those who need it. 

• Extension Activities: Encourage students to research another composer or create their 
own musical compositions inspired by Debussy. 

This escape room experience aims to cultivate a love for music and classical compositions while 
enhancing critical thinking and collaborative skills in a fun, immersive setting. 
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