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Lesson Plan: Understanding Beethoven’s 
Journey Through Louis's Story 

Anticipatory Set 
• Engagement Activity: 

• Show a short video clip of Beethoven's 5th Symphony being performed. 

• Ask students to reflect on how the music makes them feel. 

• Prompt: “How do you think music can express feelings, especially feelings of 
struggle or triumph?” 

Objective and Purpose 
• Objective: 

• Students will understand the significance of Beethoven's life and music, 
particularly in relation to his deafness and emotional expression. 

• Purpose: 

• This lesson matters because it helps students connect with historical figures and 
understand how personal challenges can lead to creativity and inspiration. 

• Success will be demonstrated through a reflective writing assignment where 
students express their understanding of Beethoven's journey and its relevance 
to Louis's story. 

Input 
• Key Facts and Concepts: 

• Ludwig van Beethoven was a renowned composer who became deaf later in life. 

• The Heilingenstad Testament is a letter written by Beethoven expressing his 
struggles with deafness and loneliness. 

• Music can convey complex emotions and experiences. 

• Vocabulary: 

• Deafness 

• Symphony 

• Testament 

• Heroism 
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• Expression 

Modeling 
• Demonstration Steps: 

1. Read an excerpt from the Heilingenstad Testament aloud to the class. 

2. Discuss the emotions expressed in the letter (anger, loneliness, hope). 

3. Show how Beethoven's compositions reflect these emotions by playing short 
clips of the Moonlight Sonata and the 7th Symphony. 

4. Explain the connection between personal experience and artistic expression. 

Checking for Understanding 
• Formative Checks: 

• Ask students to share their thoughts on how Beethoven's deafness may have 
influenced his music. 

• Quick Think-Pair-Share: Students discuss with a partner how they might feel if 
they were in Louis's situation. 

• Individual written response: “What do you think makes Beethoven a hero?” 

Guided Practice 
• Activities: 

1. In small groups, students will create a mind map connecting Beethoven's life 
experiences with specific pieces of his music. 

2. Each group will present their mind map, highlighting how they believe 
Beethoven expressed his emotions through his compositions. 

Independent Practice 
• Assignment: 

• Write a reflective essay (1-2 pages) on how Louis’s story relates to Beethoven’s 
experiences. 

• Include: 

• Personal reflections on the challenges of deafness. 

• How music serves as a form of expression for Louis and Beethoven. 

• Personal connections to the themes of the story. 
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Closure 
• Reflection Activity: 

• Students will gather in a circle and share one insight they gained from the 
lesson. 

• Discuss how understanding Beethoven's struggles and triumphs can inspire 
them in their own lives. 

• Exit Ticket: 

• Write down one question you still have about Beethoven or Louis’s story to be 
addressed in the next class. 

This lesson plan aims to foster an understanding of historical figures through relatable narratives 
while encouraging emotional expression and critical thinking. 
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