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Lesson Plan: Exploring Beethoven's 
Journey through Louis 

Grade Level: Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

Duration: 52 minutes 

Topic: Louis and Beethoven's Connection 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

• Understand the historical context of Beethoven's life, particularly his deafness. 

• Analyze the emotions conveyed through Beethoven's music. 

• Connect personal feelings of frustration and triumph with Beethoven's experiences and 
music. 

Gagné's Nine Events of Instruction 

1. Gain Learners' Attention (5 minutes) 

• Activity 1: Begin with a dramatic reading of a passage from the Heilingenstad 
Testament. Ask students to close their eyes and imagine what it would be like to lose 
their hearing. 

• Activity 2: Play a short clip of Beethoven's 5th Symphony and ask students to describe 
their feelings while listening. 

2. Inform Students of the Learning Objective (2 minutes) 

• Present the learning objectives on the board and explain that they will explore Louis’s 
story and Beethoven’s music, focusing on the emotions and historical context. 

3. Stimulate Recall of Prior Knowledge (5 minutes) 

• Activity 1: Discuss what students already know about Beethoven, particularly any 
previous lessons on music history or deafness. 

• Activity 2: Ask students to share any experiences or feelings they have related to 
frustration or overcoming challenges. 
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4. Present To-Be-Learned Material (10 minutes) 

• Activity 1: Provide a brief video or presentation about Beethoven’s life, focusing on his 
deafness and the creation of his music. 

• Activity 2: Read an excerpt from Louis’s story that describes his feelings about deafness 
and admiration for Beethoven, followed by a brief discussion. 

5. Provide Learning Guidance (5 minutes) 

• Activity 1: Hand out a graphic organizer that helps students connect Louis’s emotions 
with specific pieces of Beethoven's music. 

• Activity 2: Introduce vocabulary related to music and emotions—such as "admirable," 
"loneliness," and "joy"—and provide examples from the lesson. 

6. Facilitate Student Practice (10 minutes) 

• Activity 1: In groups, students listen to excerpts of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony and 
Moonlight Sonata. They will discuss how the music makes them feel and share their 
thoughts with the class. 

• Activity 2: Students write a short paragraph describing a time they felt similar emotions 
to those expressed in Beethoven’s music or Louis’s journey. 

7. Provide Feedback to Students (5 minutes) 

• Circulate among the groups as they discuss and write. Provide constructive feedback on 
their understanding of the music and emotions. 

• Ask a few groups to share their discussions and provide positive affirmations and 
suggestions. 

8. Assess Learning (5 minutes) 

• Conduct a quick formative assessment using a Kahoot quiz or a similar tool to evaluate 
students’ understanding of Beethoven's life and the connections made to Louis’s story. 

• Include questions about key themes and emotional responses discussed in class. 

9. Enhance Retention and Transfer (5 minutes) 

• Activity 1: Encourage students to choose one piece of Beethoven’s music to listen to at 
home and reflect on their emotions while doing so. They will write a short reflection for 
the next class. 

• Activity 2: Share a link to a website where students can explore more about 
Beethoven's life and listen to his music, encouraging them to make connections to their 
personal experiences. 
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Closing 
Conclude the lesson by emphasizing the importance of understanding both the historical 
context and emotional depth of music. Remind students that art often reflects personal 
experiences and can bring people together, just as it did for Louis and Lucie. 
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