SPARK Lesson Plan: The Power of Music
and Friendship

Situation (Real-World Connection & Objectives)

Learning Objectives:
e Understand the role of music in emotional expression and social connection.

e Explore the life and contributions of Johann Sebastian Bach and his family, focusing on
the significance of fugues in music.

e Develop empathy and awareness of the challenges faced by individuals with autism.

Real-World Applications:

o Music Therapy: Understanding how music can be a tool for emotional healing and social
interaction.

e  Cultural History: Exploring how historical figures, such as Johann Sebastian Bach,
influenced modern music.

e Social Skills: Learning how friendships can develop through shared interests, such as
music.

Problem (Authentic Challenge)

Challenge:

William discovers a passion for music and friendship through the tune of Bach's Little Fugue in
G minor. However, he struggles with loneliness and social interactions.

Students will develop a community initiative that promotes music as a means of connection
for students who may feel lonely or isolated. They will research local music programs, identify
potential collaborators (e.g., music shops, local musicians), and propose an event that brings
people together through music.

Considerations:
e How can music be used to create an inclusive environment for all students?
e What resources are available in the community to support this initiative?

e How might different musical genres or styles appeal to various groups?
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Aspirations (Student-Centered Goals & Action Plan)

Goals:
o Research and identify the benefits of music in fostering social connections.

e Collaborate with classmates to design an event that utilizes music to bring people
together.

e Create promotional materials for the event to raise awareness and encourage
participation.

Action Plan:

1. Research Phase:

e Investigate the effects of music on emotional well-being.

e Explore the life of Johann Sebastian Bach and his impact on music.
2. Design Phase:

e Brainstorm ideas for the community music event (e.g., a concert, open mic
night, or music workshop).

e Create a plan detailing the event's structure, activities, and goals.

3. Promotion Phase:
e Develop posters, social media campaigns, and flyers to attract attendees.
e Reach out to local musicians or music instructors for collaboration.

4. Implementation Phase:

e Execute the event and gather feedback from participants.

Result (Concrete Learning Outcomes)

Learning Gains:

o Knowledge of Music's Impact: Students will articulate how music can enhance
emotional health and foster connections.

e Collaboration Skills: Students will gain experience working in teams, developing
communication, and negotiation skills.

e Event Planning Experience: Students will learn to organize and execute an event,
preparing them for future leadership roles in their communities.

Transferable Skills:
e Research Skills: Students will learn how to gather and interpret information.

e Creative Thinking: Students will develop innovative ideas for their community initiative.
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e Social Awareness: Students will gain insight into the challenges faced by others and the
importance of inclusivity.

Kismet (Creativity & Innovation)

Creativity Strategies:

o Digital Storytelling: Students can create a video or digital presentation that tells
William's story and highlights their proposed event.

e Artistic Interpretation: Encourage students to compose their own fugue or piece of
music inspired by Bach, using instruments or digital music software.

e Collaborative Brainstorming: Use mind mapping or design thinking workshops to
generate ideas for the event and address challenges.

Presentation Options:

e Live Performance: Students can perform their compositions or share music that
resonates with the theme of connection and friendship.

e Interactive Displays: Create a gallery showcasing their research, event plans, and artistic
interpretations of music's role in connection.

e Community Showcase: Organize a mini-concert where students can present their work
and invite local musicians to participate.

Through this SPARK lesson plan, students will engage deeply with the themes of music,
friendship, and inclusivity, while developing critical skills that serve them both academically and
personally.
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