Educational Escape Room Experience: "The
Music of Connection"”

Overview

This escape room experience is designed for Middle School students (Grades 6-8) and centers
around the narrative of William, a lonely autistic boy who discovers a connection to music and
friendship through Johann Sebastian Bach's works. The puzzles are aimed at enhancing
understanding of music theory, the historical context of Bach’s life, and themes of friendship
and belonging.

Learning Objectives
e Music Theory: Understand the structure of a fugue.
e Historical Context: Learn about Johann Sebastian Bach and his family.
e Social Skills: Engage in collaborative problem-solving and teamwork.

e  Critical Thinking: Analyze musical pieces and their emotional impact.

Standards Alignment

e National Music Standards: Perform music, analyze, and evaluate music.

e Common Core Standards: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1, RL.6.2, and RL.6.3 (Cite textual
evidence, determine themes, and analyze story development).

Contextual Narrative

William, a lonely boy in Paris, discovers a connection to music through the old fugue by Bach.
Players must help William find his way to friendship and belonging by solving interconnected
puzzles that draw on music theory, history, and group collaboration.

Setup Instructions

Materials List
e Puzzle Materials:
e Printed sheet music excerpts of Bach's Little Fugue in G minor
e  Puzzle pieces (cut-out shapes representing musical notes and instruments)

e Alockable box (or envelope) for treasure
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e Whiteboard and markers for brainstorming
e  Post-it notes for hints
e Audio clips of various pieces by Bach

e Atimeline template for Bach's life events

Preparation Guidance
e Pre-print all materials and hide clues around the classroom.
e Prepare audio clips of Bach’s music and ensure they are easily accessible.

e Create a lockable box containing a “Friendship Certificate” for the team.

Puzzle Sequence

Puzzle 1: The Musical Mask
e Objective: Identify the structure of a fugue.

e Task: Students match musical terms (exposition, subject, answer) with their definitions
using a word search.

e Cognitive Level: Recall/Understanding

Puzzle 2: The Bach Family Tree
e Objective: Learn about Bach's family and their contributions.

e Task: Students build a family tree of Bach, identifying key family members and their
significance.

e Cognitive Level: Understanding/Analysis

Puzzle 3: The Whistle Tune
e Objective: Recognize musical excerpts.

e Task: Listen to 3 audio clips of Bach’s pieces and match them to visual representations
(musical notes or instruments).

e Cognitive Level: Application/Understanding

Puzzle 4: The Fugues of Friendship
e Objective: Analyze emotional connections in music.

e Task: Students write a short reflection on how music can connect people, inspired by
William’s story.

e Cognitive Level: Analysis/Evaluation
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Puzzle 5: The Final Performance

e Objective: Synthesize information.

e Task: Each group creates a short performance (whistling, clapping, or using instruments)
of a segment of the fugue.

e Cognitive Level: Evaluation

Hint System

e Hints can be revealed through post-it notes. Each time a group gets stuck, they can use
one hint that is progressively more revealing.

e  For example: "Listen carefully; the answer is in the notes!" or "Think about how music
relates to friendships."

Formative Assessment Opportunities

e Observe group discussions during puzzles to gauge understanding.

e Review the family tree and emotional reflections for comprehension of Bach’s life and
music.

o Performances can be assessed for creativity and understanding of musical concepts.

Implementation Flexibility

e Timing: This escape room can be completed in a single class period (60-90 minutes) or
extended over multiple sessions.

e Grouping Strategies: Groups of 4-5 to encourage collaboration, or pairs for more
focused activities.

e Modification Suggestions: Provide visual aids for students who need extra support or
allow for digital tools for research.

o Extension Activities: Research other composers and create a similar escape room
experience, or host a mini-concert featuring their own musical creations.

Reflection Prompts
e What did you learn about the importance of music in connecting people?
e How did working together help you solve the puzzles?
e |n what ways can you relate to William's journey?

This Educational Escape Room fosters a collaborative learning environment, reinforcing
important concepts in music and history while developing critical social skills.
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