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SPARK Lesson Plan: Mozart’s The Magic 
Flute 

Situation (Real-World Connection & Objectives) 

Learning Objectives: 

• Understand the elements of opera: Students will learn about the components that 
make up an opera, including music, story, characters, and stage design. 

• Explore themes in The Magic Flute: Students will analyze the themes of friendship, 
courage, and wisdom present in Mozart's opera. 

• Develop critical listening and analysis skills: Students will practice active listening and 
articulate their thoughts on performances. 

Real-World Applications: 

• Careers in the Arts: Connect with careers in music, theater, and stage design. 

• Cultural Appreciation: Understand how opera contributes to cultural heritage and 
community events. 

• Collaboration Skills: Develop teamwork skills necessary for group projects in various 
fields. 

Problem (Authentic Challenge) 

Challenge: 

Imagine you are part of a team tasked with producing a modern adaptation of Mozart’s The 
Magic Flute for a children's theater festival. Your goal is to engage a young audience while 
retaining the core themes of the opera. 

Key Questions: 

• How can you adapt the characters and themes to make them relatable to today’s 
children? 

• What modern elements (such as technology or contemporary music) can you 
incorporate while staying true to the original story? 

• What creative ideas can you implement to design the set and costumes that reflect both 
the opera's spirit and modern trends? 
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Aspirations (Student-Centered Goals & Action Plan) 

Goals: 

• Research: Students will research the characters and themes of The Magic Flute and 
understand how to adapt them for a contemporary audience. 

• Design: Students will design a modern set and costumes that reflect their adaptations. 

• Performance: Students will create a short performance or presentation of their 
adaptation to share with the class. 

Action Steps: 

1. Research Phase: Investigate the story, characters, and themes of The Magic Flute. 

2. Brainstorming Session: In groups, discuss and sketch ideas for modern adaptations. 

3. Design Phase: Create a model of the set and costumes using available materials. 

4. Rehearsal: Practice the adapted scenes in groups, focusing on conveying the story and 
themes. 

5. Presentation: Present the adaptation to the class and receive feedback. 

Success Criteria: 

• Active participation in group activities and discussions. 

• Completion of research notes and design sketches. 

• Effective presentation that clearly communicates the adapted story and themes. 

Result (Concrete Learning Outcomes) 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Knowledge: Students will gain insights into the opera genre and its significance in 
culture. 

• Skills: Students will enhance collaboration, critical thinking, and creative problem-
solving skills. 

• Real-World Connection: Students will understand the process of adapting stories for 
different audiences and the importance of creativity in the arts. 

Transferable Skills: 

• Communication: Learn to express ideas clearly and confidently. 

• Collaboration: Work effectively in teams and appreciate diverse perspectives. 

• Creativity: Foster innovation through artistic expression. 
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Kismet (Creativity & Innovation) 

Strategies for Creativity: 

• Digital Storytelling: Use technology to create a digital presentation or video adaptation 
of scenes. 

• Hands-On Prototyping: Build a mini-set or costume using recycled materials, fostering 
environmental consciousness. 

• Artistic Interpretations: Encourage students to create artwork or posters depicting their 
modern adaptations. 

• Collaborative Brainstorming: Use graphic organizers or mind maps to explore and 
connect ideas in groups. 

Pathways for Presentation: 

• Perform their adaptation live or record it for viewing. 

• Create a visual display of their designs and research for a classroom exhibition. 

• Write a reflective piece on what they learned about adaptation and creativity through 
the process. 

This SPARK lesson plan aims to inspire fourth-grade students to explore Mozart’s The Magic 
Flute through engaging, creative, and collaborative means, fostering a deeper understanding of 
opera while developing essential 21st-century skills. 
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