Quest Story: Emma's Musical Adventure in
Paris

Narrative Framework

Storyline Overview

Emma is on holiday with her parents in Paris, where she discovers a magical connection to her
heritage through music. Upon visiting an old music shop, she sees a picture of a girl who looks
just like her—19th-century composer Debussy's daughter. Emma's journey begins as she listens
to Debussy's Children's Corner and experiences the pieces through the eyes of a young girl in a
different time, leading her to appreciate classical music.

Character Roles
e Emma: Protagonist, a modern-day girl who learns to love classical music.
e Emma's Parents: Supportive figures who encourage her exploration.

e The Music Shop Owner: A guiding figure who provides clues and context about
Debussy.

e Mystical Figures: Characters representing each musical piece that Emma encounters in
her journey.

Quest Challenges

1. The Picture Puzzle: Emma must solve a puzzle to uncover the story behind the picture
she saw in the shop.

2. The Musical Guide: Learn about the themes of Children's Corner and choose a musical
piece to explore deeper.

3. The Emotional Connection: Create a drawing representing feelings evoked by Jimbo’s
Lullaby and present it to her parents.

4. The Dance Challenge: Choreograph a simple dance to The Golliwog’s Cakewalk and
perform it for a formative assessment.

5. The Final Performance: Synthesize the learning by performing a short piece inspired by
her magical experiences.

Each challenge will be intertwined with learning objectives and activities that enhance Emma's
story.
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Curriculum Content Integration

Quest 1: The Picture Puzzle (10 minutes)

Informational Passage:

Debussy was a composer known for his unique style and ability to evoke emotions through
music. He often drew inspiration from childhood experiences, which is reflected in his work
Children's Corner.

Activity:
e Materials: Picture puzzle pieces (provided by the teacher), scissors.
e Preparation: Cut a picture of Debussy into puzzle pieces.

e Challenge: Assemble the puzzle and discuss what the picture reveals about Debussy's
life.

Quest 2: The Musical Guide (8 minutes)

Informational Passage:
Children's Corner consists of six pieces that capture the innocence of childhood. Each piece
reflects a story or character, allowing listeners to connect emotionally.

Activity:
e Materials: Audio of the selected piece, paper, and markers.

e Challenge: Listen to Doctor Gradus ad Parnassus and identify the humorous elements.
Create a comic strip illustrating the story behind the music.

Quest 3: The Emotional Connection (7 minutes)

Informational Passage:
Jimbo’s Lullaby is a poignant piece dedicated to an elephant in captivity, representing
compassion and empathy.

Activity:
e Materials: Drawing paper, colored pencils.

e Challenge: Draw a scene inspired by Jimbo’s Lullaby and write a short paragraph
explaining the emotions it evokes.

Quest 4: The Dance Challenge (7 minutes)

Informational Passage:
The Golliwog's Cakewalk is a lively piece that celebrates playfulness and dance, despite its
controversial history.

Activity:

e Materials: Open space for dancing.
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e Challenge: Create a simple dance routine to the tune, emphasizing expression and
rhythm. Present the routine to classmates.

Quest 5: The Final Performance (8 minutes)

Informational Passage:
Debussy’s music encourages imagination and creativity. The culmination of Emma's journey
highlights her transformation in understanding music.

Activity:
e Materials: Various musical instruments or body percussion.

e Challenge: Collaboratively create a short piece of music that reflects Emma's journey.
Perform it as a class.

Learning Progression
e Start with guided activities (Quests 1-3) that build foundational knowledge.
e Transition to independent application (Quests 4-5) where students synthesize learning.

e Use formative assessments through presentations and performances to gauge
understanding.

Implementation Support

o Timing Guidance: Allocate 10 minutes for each quest segment, with 2 minutes for
transitions.

e Anticipated Responses: Students may struggle with emotional connections; encourage
sharing.

o Differentiation Suggestions: Provide visual aids or simplified texts for diverse learners.

o Extension Options: Research Debussy's life or create a multimedia presentation on
musical themes.

This immersive experience will transform curriculum content into an engaging narrative journey,
fostering a deeper appreciation for classical music among students.
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