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Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome to the Doctors Charter School of Miami Shores Music program! This syllabus has been written to 
familiarize you with the many aspects of the course, Exploring Music and to ensure an enjoyable and 
educationally rewarding musical experience. I realize you are overwhelmed with reading material at the beginning 
of the year, but PLEASE take the time to read this syllabus.  After you have read the syllabus, sign the last page, 
detach it, and have your child follow the directions in canvas for submitting as an assignment for a 
grade.  Students will be held accountable for the information contained in the syllabus, so please keep the syllabus 
for future reference. it is also located in canvas. 

I hope your membership in the Doctors Charter School Music Program will be both rewarding and productive. 
Have a great year! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Salvatore Vinciguerra 

Director of Music, Fine Arts Department Chair 

Vinciguerras@DoctorsCharterSchool.org  

Office Hours - Tuesday & Thursday  - 2:45--3:45 p.m. 

Standards for Music Education: https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5423/urlt/0809-music.pdfLinks to an 
external site. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Exploring Music 

  

Course Syllabus 

The purpose of this course is to help students develop purposeful listening skills, acquire knowledge about music 
and musicians, and appreciate the role and contribution of music in society. The content should include, but not be 
limited to, listening to music, reading about music, discussing the role of music, and acquiring necessary skills for 
making informed judgments about music. Students will also be exposed to Music History, Appreciation, learning 
the basics of music theory, learning the basics of the piano, sight-singing, and performing music in class to their 
peers and school community.  

Rules & Regulations 

Music is fun and exciting to learn, but it requires hard work, dedication and discipline. Music classes are a very 
important part of the curriculum at Doctors Charter School. In order to fully benefit from this class, your 
responsibilities are to be prepared and to be an active participant. 

Please make sure you understand the rules for classroom behavior. Let’s work together to make this a great year 
for all of us! 

1. RESPECT OTHERS. Please treat the teacher and your peers with proper etiquette and respect at all 
times. RESPECT of the musical instruments, equipment and materials that you will be using in the 
classroom.  

2. COME TO CLASS ON TIME. On time means that you are in your seat and ready to begin rehearsal 
three minutes after the tardy bell rings. Once class begins, students should not talk or leave their seats 
without permission. 

3. COME TO CLASS PREPARED. This means that you should have your notes, supplies, pencil and 
accessories every day. Your grade will be lowered each day for consistent unpreparedness. 

4. BE ATTENTIVE. This means for you to listen to all instructions, even when they are being directed to 
another section. If you have a question, raise your hand and wait to be called upon. 

4.    ABSOLUTELY NO EATING, DRINKING, GUM CHEWING, GROOMING, OR WEARING OF HATS 
WILL BE PERMITTED DURING CLASS. 

5.     NO STUDYING FOR ANOTHER SUBJECT DURING CLASS. 

6.     At the closure of class, the rehearsal room should be kept clean and orderly. 

7.    THE BELL DOES NOT DISMISS YOU! Your teacher dismisses you, so stay in your seat until you are 
dismissed. 

Consequences 

  

Include the following: Verbal warnings, classroom consequences (detention etc.) parent notification by email or 
phone call, office referral, and transfer out of the music program. Dr. Vinciguerra will remove students from the 
classroom if they disrupt the musical learning environment. If students would like to speak with Dr. Vinciguerra 
regarding disciplinary referrals they must speak to him before or after school. 

  

 



 

Grading Policy & Evaluation 

A student’s final grade for the course is primarily based on the following categories which can also be found in 
the Pinnacle Gradebook program. Although you may see some grades in Canvas, Dr. Vinciguerra will primarily 
use the Pinnacle Gradebook program to calculate your grade. The following categories below can be broken up 
into sub-categories of assignments and other required work for the course. 

 

Class Participation - 35% 

Assignments           - 25% 

Quizzes                   - 25% 

Projects                   - 15% 

  

Grading Scale 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

0-59 F 

  

Class Participation 

The student should have all the necessary supplies to successfully participate in class activities. Students will be 
required to work on their own in class and keep track of the progress that they make during the course. Points will 
be deducted from the student’s participation grade if he/she refuses to participate. 

  

Assignments 

Critical thinking and writing assignments are a part of this course. Doctors Charter School of Miami Shores is a 
college preparatory school and students should write all answers where applicable in complete sentences with 
correct grammar. Assignments can be assigned in class, on canvas, SmartMusic or other applications that Dr. 
Vinciguerra requires. Please see the Academic Honesty policy below as it pertains all of the course categories. 

  

Quizzes – Questions to quizzes can contain information dealing with music terminology, symbols, and rhythm 
etc. Some quizzes may need to be performed in front of the entire class. 

  

  

 

 



 

Projects 

Students may be required to turn in a project each quarter. Guidelines and subjects will be discussed and 
distributed in class. 

  

*** MAKE-UP WORK 

Students will not be allowed to make-up work (participation, class work, Quizzes etc.) if their absence or tardy 
was determined by the school as unsatisfactory. All assignments must be made-up within seven school days. If 
work is not made-up within this time frame the student will receive a 0 for that grade. 

  

Supplies 

  

1. Music Notebook with paper, and music staff paper. Please download a copy of music staff paper from 
canvas in the “files” section. 

2. Earphones will be used for music listening assignments and videos. Students may also need a special 
adaptor if Dr. Vinciguerra includes a lesson on the basics of how to play the piano.  

3. Computer must have a microphone that can be used for recording. 
4. Should have the ability to either download and print out documents and/or take pictures of handwritten 

assignments so that they can be uploaded into canvas for submission of assignments. 

  

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Discovery, Citizenship, Scholarship 
Doctors Charter School 

www.doctorscharterschool.org  


