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🌊 Cruise Vacation Checklist (After Booking)
📱 Tech & Prep
· Download cruise line app — Essential for check‑in, reservations, daily schedules, messaging, and ship maps.
· Complete online check‑in — Upload documents, add payment method, select arrival time.
· NOTE: Some cruise lines will not let you select a arrival/boarding time until their online check in window opens up.  The app should tell you when that is.
· Print or save boarding documents — Most lines require a boarding pass + luggage tags.
🛂 Travel Documents
· Apply for passport — If you don’t have one or need renewal. U.S. Department of State Passport Application: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply.html
· Check visa requirements — Some itineraries require visas depending on ports.
· Verify travel insurance — Medical care at sea can be expensive; insurance is highly recommended.
🥂 Packages & Add‑Ons
· Book excursions — Popular tours sell out early; book through the cruise line or trusted third‑party operators.
· Purchase beverage packages — Alcoholic, non‑alcoholic, specialty coffee, or bottled water plans.
· Buy Wi‑Fi package — Speeds vary; choose based on whether you need messaging only or full internet.
· Reserve specialty dining — Steakhouse, sushi, chef’s table, etc.
· Depending on the cruise line reservations might not be available to make right away.  Keep checking on the app on when that will be available.
· Book spa treatments — Massages, thermal suites, salon services.
· Reserve entertainment — Broadway shows, comedy clubs, ice skating, etc. (varies by cruise line).
🚢 Cabin & Onboard Planning
· Set up onboard account — Add payment method for purchases.
· Request cabin preferences — Crib, bed configuration, accessibility needs.
· I can help you with this at the time of booking as well.
· Check dress codes — Formal nights, themed nights, resort casual.
· Review ship map — Helps you plan dining, entertainment, and sea‑day activities.
🌍 Travel Logistics
· Book flights — If not already done; consider arriving a day early.
· Reserve hotel — Pre‑cruise stays reduce stress.
· I can assist you with the two above if needed.
· Arrange transportation — Port parking, shuttles, rideshare, or transfers.
· Check port arrival times — Based on your assigned check‑in window.
🧳 Packing & Essentials
· Create packing list — Clothes, toiletries, cruise‑specific items.
· Buy travel essentials — Lanyards, magnetic hooks, sunscreen, motion sickness meds.
· Prepare carry‑on bag — Medications, documents, swimsuit, valuables.
💳 Money & Accounts
· Notify bank of travel — Avoid card declines abroad.
· You can do this one week prior.  Some banks do not require it anymore, but is still a safe practice.
· Check currency needs — Some ports prefer cash for taxis or small shops.
· Review gratuities — Prepay or pay onboard.
🐾 If Traveling With Pets or Service Animals
· Review cruise line policies
· Check port country animal regulations
***These are just suggestions. This is just provided as a tool to assist in your “What to pack for my cruise thinking.” The most important being your travel documents.***
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