
 

Welcome to Evensong at Blandford Church 

Sunday June 11, 2023, at 5:45pm 

Everything you will need for our evening worship is contained in this service outline. This ancient 

service is based upon the Book of Common Prayer form called ‘Evensong’, a combination of 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) and Compline (Night Prayer) and intended to be sung. Devised by 

Thomas Cranmer in 1549, is a unique product of the English Church. The service provides a 

framework in which Scripture is read and explored. Readings from the Bible are supported with 

Psalms, Canticles, and prayer. The music we hear, whether sung by all, or on our behalf by the 

choir, is offered to God and gives us space to make the worship it offers our own. As an aid to your 

prayer, the left and side of each page contains notes and thoughts in italics to explain the service, 

and to help you in your prayer. The main text of the service is printed on the right-hand side of 

each page. Please feel free to join in the words printed in bold and to join in singing hymns as you 

wish. Singing hymns gives us a chance to join our voices together in praising God; if you don’t 

know the hymn, don’t worry, do just join in as much as you want to.  

Please stand as you are able for singing and responses, as notated by *. Please kneel as you are 

able during prayers when notated by ⸸.



THE PRELUDE: Organ Voluntary  

THE WELCOME 

THE OPENING HYMN: Earth and All Stars* 

THE OPENING SENTENCE 

Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips.  

All: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

Minister: O God, make speed to save us.  

All: O Lord, make haste to help us.  

Opening Sentence  

The Minister may open the 
service with an appropriate 
verse from the Bible. As we 
gather this offers us time to 
be quiet and focus our 
thoughts on God.  

 Child - ren       of           God, 

 

God

, 

 
God

, 

 



Minister: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost;  

All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. AMEN.  

Minister: Praise ye the Lord.  

All: The Lord's Name be praised. 

THE PSALM: Psalm 33:1-12 

1 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; 

    it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
2 Praise the LORD with the harp; 

    make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
3 Sing to him a new song; 

    play skillfully, and shout for joy. 
4 For the word of the LORD is right and true; 

    he is faithful in all he does. 
5 The LORD loves righteousness and justice; 

    the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

    their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars[a]; 

    he puts the deep into storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

    let all the people of the world revere him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 

    he commanded, and it stood firm.  

10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; 

    he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, 

    the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

    the people he chose for his inheritance. 

Opening Response  

The Minister leads the first 

lines of these, all respond. 

These words from Psalms 

51:15 and 70:1 are a 

response of praise to the God 

of mercy who forgives all who 

turn to him in sorrow for their 

wrongdoing. These words are 

the ‘Gloria’, a traditional form 

of words of worship and 

praise, a doxological 

statement. The final response 

here is from Psalm 113:1.  

Psalm  

Psalms were composed to be 

sung and come from the 

ancient worship of the 

Jerusalem Temple. We will 

read the Psalm tonight by half 

verse. The lay reader will 

begin, and the congregation 

will respond with the bold 

text. In the Psalter are words 

or poetry to offer praise, 

thanks, petitions, laments, 

and meditations to the God 

who hears us. From a book of 

150 Psalms, different ones 

are selected for us each week. 

The Psalm closes with the 

Gloria.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14374a


THE GLORIA* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Hosea 5:15-6:6  

 
15 Then I will return to my lair 

    until they have borne their guilt 

    and seek my face— 

in their misery 

    they will earnestly seek me.” 

 

6 “Come, let us return to the LORD. 

He has torn us to pieces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Testament Reading 
 
The Old Testament, the 

Hebrew Bible, tells us 

about the relationship 

between the God of Israel 

and his covenant people. 

Here we hear words of 

history, law and prophecy. 

 

 



    but he will heal us; 

he has injured us 

    but he will bind up our wounds. 

2 After two days he will revive us; 

    on the third day he will restore us, 

    that we may live in his presence. 

3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; 

    let us press on to acknowledge him. 

As surely as the sun rises, 

    he will appear; 

he will come to us like the winter rains, 

    like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

4 “What can I do with you, Ephraim? 

    What can I do with you, Judah? 

Your love is like the morning mist, 

    like the early dew that disappears. 

5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, 

    I killed you with the words of my mouth— 

    then my judgments go forth like the sun.[a] 

6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 

    and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

 

 

Magnificat 

The Magnificat, Mary’s 

poem of praise (see Luke 

1:46-55) when she hears 

that she will bear God’s 

son Jesus, sings of the 

fulfilment of God’s promise 

of justice, lasting freedom, 

and peace to all peoples, 

through Jesus Christ 

dwelling among us. This 

has been sung in evening 

services every day for over 

a thousand years. It closes 

with the Gloria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+5%3A15-6%3A6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22173a


THE MAGNIFICAT: The Canticle of the Turning* 

 



 

THE GLORIA* 

 



THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 

Romans 4:13-25 

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring 

received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but 

through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those 

who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the 

promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And 

where there is no law there is no transgression. 

New Testament Reading 

The New Testament 

consists of varied writings 

of the early church. The 

Gospels tell us about the 

fulfilment of the Old 

Testament promises of God 

in the coming of his Son 

Jesus to participate with  



16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by 

grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not 

only to those who are of the law but also to those who have 

the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is 

written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”[a] He is 

our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God 

who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were 

not. 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became 

the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So 

shall your offspring be.”[b] 19 Without weakening in his faith, 

he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he 

was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was 

also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 

the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 

gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had 

power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was 

credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was 

credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but also for 

us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who 

believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He 

was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 

for our justification. 

 

us in our human life and 

death and therefore our 

invitation to participate 

with him in his new life 

beyond death. Acts tells us 

some stories of the early 

Church. The Epistles are 

written in the form of 

letters by early Christians. 

The final book of the New 

Testament, Revelation, 

tells of a prophetic vision of 

the perfection of God’s 

kingdom on earth. 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

This canticle, originally 

sung at the night service of 

Compline, is Simeon’s 

prayer upon meeting the 

newborn Jesus of Nazareth 

(see Luke 2:29-32). It 

reminds us that, in Jesus, 

all our strivings can finally 

cease. Simeon’s song also 

helps us to recognize that 

we can be at peace: for the 

Light of the World has 

come to save us. It closes 

with the Gloria. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4%3A13-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28040a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4%3A13-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28041b


THE NUNC DIMITTIS:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GLORIA* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED* 

All: I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. 

Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed 

Hebrews 4:14 calls us to 

‘hold firmly to the faith we 

profess’. I Peter 3:15 tells 

us to be ever ready to ‘give 

an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the 

reasons for the hope that 

you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.’ 

Reminded by the readings 

and canticles of the grace 

God has shown to us in 

becoming one of us, we are 

invited to declare together 

the story of faith. These 

traditional words were 

agreed in the early Church 

and passed down through 

generations of Christians. 

Here we have the 

opportunity to make them 

our own.  

 

 

 



THE KYRIE ELEISON* 

 

 



Minister: The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Minister: Let us pray.⸸ 

               Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Minister: Lord, Have mercy upon us. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Prayers and Responses 

The Minister and Choir 

people sing this further set 

of responsorial prayers to 

focus our thoughts toward 

intercession. This three-

part traditional response is 

known as the ‘Kyrie 

Eleison’ because of the 

Greek in which it has its 

origins. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Jesus taught his disciples to 

pray using these words 

(Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 

11:2-4). This has been 

handed down through the 

centuries. In just a few 

words, this prayer speaks 

of relationship with God, 

his greatness, a desire that 

his kingdom may be seen 

on earth, and a devotion to 

his will. We ask that he 

might satisfy our basic 

needs, and that we might 

know his forgiveness, 

sharing that same 

forgiveness with others, 

and be guided and 

protected in living well. We 

use a modern form tonight. 



Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;* 

All: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

All: And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Minister: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

All: For only in thee can we live in safety. 

Minister: Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

All: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Minister: Let thy way be known upon earth; 

All: Thy saving health among all nations. 

Minister: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

All: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Minister: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

All: And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

 

THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY⸸ 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us 

your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to 

acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 

power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep 

us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to 

see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your 

inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by 

your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Responses 

Our further responses 

speak of God as just and 

forgiving, who asks us to 

turn to him who reveals 

himself to us, and who 

gives us the means of 

grace in Jesus Christ. Thus, 

we pray using words 

derived from the Psalms for 

ourselves, Our government, 

our country, and our 

Church. These first 

responses come from 

Psalm 85:7 and Psalm 20:9 

See Psalm 132:9 

See Psalm 28:9  

See Psalm 55  

See Psalm 51:10-11 

The Collects 

These prayers of summary 

draw together the major 

concerns of all Christian 

people on any given 

Sunday. The Collect for the 

Day is prayed throughout 

the worlds on this day, and 

so ‘collects’ together the 

prayers of all God’s people. 

In Lent and Advent this is 

followed by an additional 



THE COLLECTS FOR PEACE AND AID AGAINST PERILS  

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace 

which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 

to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 

defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Savior. AMEN.  

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 

great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 

night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

THE ANTHEM: The Lord is my Shepherd by Howard Goodall  

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures 

 

He leadeth me beside the still waters 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley 

Of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil 

 

For You are with me, You will comfort me 

 

Surely goodness and mercy 

Shall follow me all the days of my life 

 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever 

 

THE SERMON  

 

 

 

 

collect marking the solemn 

seasons of the Church’s 

year. The Collect for Peace  

prays that we might learn 

from the goodness and 

justice of God, and that we 

might live in a peaceful and 

safe world. The Collect for 

Aid against all Perils is 

again a traditional prayer 

for protection and for light 

in times of trouble. 

Anthem 

The Choir sings a piece of 

music chosen to fit with the 

rest of the service. The 

Minister will tell us about 

the text for our meditation 

as the Choir sings on our 

behalf. The music gives us 

an opportunity to listen to 

God in the silence of our 

own hearts. 

 

 

Sermon 

The sermon is an 

opportunity to reflect more 

on God as the preacher 

engages with and unfolds 

the theology we have been 

hearing during the service. 

 



THE CLOSING HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing* 

 

 

 



THE PRAYERS⸸ 

 

“O God who gave the universe its melody 

and placed rhythm into our heartbeat: 

Bless [those present here tonight] 

and all who work to give a glimpse of the harmonies 

of heaven to the people of our earth.  

May our ears be ever open to the prompting of your Spirit. 

May our eyes be ever open to the beauty of your world. 

May our voices dress your church  

with the songs of light and life 

That we might partner with the angels  

in their never-ending hymn of praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

“Almighty God,  

Who molded Adam from the clay of the earth  

And who shapes our lives and fires them in the crucible of 

your Spirit: 

Create and make us into the vessels of your love;  

Open us when we are closed and afraid,  

Raise us when we are low and fallen,  

Smooth us when we stray from the ways of your perfection,  

and help us to be the people you have called us to be,  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

Prayers written by Cannon Sue Wallace 
 

THE GRACE 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. AMEN. 

THE BLESSING 

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

THE POSTLUDE: Organ Voluntary

The Prayers 

We lift particular prayers 
for the Church, the world, 
and those in need, before 
God. The person who is 
leading the intercessions 
will advise us of any 
response that is to be said. 

The Grace 

This is a way of greeting 
each other after prayer, 
and is one way we see St 
Paul ‘signing off’ at the end 
of a letter to the early 
Church (See 2 Corinthians 
13:14) 

Blessing  

The Minister will pray 
God’s blessing upon us as 
we prepare to leave the 
Church at the start of this 
new week. 

Organ Voluntary 

This final piece of music 
offers us more space for 
prayer and reflection as we 
go out. 

 
 



Participants in this evening’s service: 

Minister: Kailey Sweeny 

Lay Reader: Catherine Noakes 

Organist & Director: Mikey Fuller 

Soloist: David Noakes 

Special thanks to the members of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Colonial Heights, Nancy 

Cox, and especially the City of Petersburg’s Department of Tourism for making this event 

possible.  

Thank you to Avon Valley Churches for the informative sidebar notes. All scriptures in this 

service taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

http://www.biblica.com/

