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the Kingston and Frontenac region.

4



WOLFE LAKE MAGAZINE | TEN YEARS | ONE LAKE | MANY STORIES | 2026

Wolfe Lake Association Westport
PROTECT | PRESERVE | PLAY

The Wolfe Lake Association Westport works for you, to ensure
good governance and to shape and conduct all our initiatives,
keeping the association’s objectives in mind. Our main goals are
to maintain and enhance the natural beauty and pristine state
of Wolfe Lake and its shoreline and to provide information on
the environmental aspects of cottage life, including measures
to improve our environment and the quality of our lake water.
The Wolfe Lake Association Westport is headed by a volunteer
executive, elected at the Annual General Meeting. We inform
you about water quality and invasive species, such as Eurasian
water milfoil. We encourage our members to prevent and
reduce pollution in all its forms, including noise pollution. We
offer advice to anglers, with tips and tricks to improve fishing
and to maintain a healthy habitat. We keep in touch with our
members by publishing our annual Wolfe Lake Magazine and by
distributing our email News Flashes with brief updates and
news to be shared throughout the year. We frequently update
our website and we have two Facebook community pages. Feel
free to get in touch with us: treasurerwlca@rideau.net or com-
wolfelake@outlook.com.

Our 2026 team

PRESIDENT | Bill Garland

VICE PRESIDENT | Greg Wetmore
PAST PRESIDENT | Brian Manthey
TREASURER | Larry Arsenault
SECRETARY | Marti Hansell
COMMUNICATIONS | Anna Rijk
WEBMASTER | Donna Garland
FISHING | Margie Manthey
WATER QUALITY | Gordon Moore
SHOAL MARKING | Roy and Chris Chisamore
MEMBERSHIP |

WOLFE LAKE REP | Philip Buff

WOLFE LAKE REP | Timothy Richards
WOLFE LAKE REP | Pierre Lamoureux

Our 2026 volunteers

Wayne Derbyshire, Sean Garland, Marti Hansell, Jeffrey Johnston,
Betty Jo MacDougall, Bruce Maynard, Lorraine Pellerin, Daniel
Spitzer, Cathy Thompson, Paul Thompson, Helene Wach and
Dwight Whitaker. THANK YOU! YOUR NAME could be printed
here next year! Give a helping hand, read page 32 and sign up to
become one of our volunteers.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL or NEW
Here is how to pay your 2026 dues

WOLFE LAKE
ASSOCIATION
WESTPORT

WE NEED YOUR
SUPPORT 4

Contact:
treasurerwlca@rideau.nat

To renew your membership or join the Wolfe Lake Association, choose
the payment method that works best for you. Annual membership is $30!
1. You can send an e-transfer to treasurerWLCA@rideau.net,

2. Mail a cheque payable to Wolfe Lake Association Westport to the
Treasurer at 115 Stoneridge Lane, Godfrey, ON KOH 1TO, or,

3. Pay securely online through PayPal on our website at wolfelake.org.
Please indicate whether this is a new membership or a renewal.

Thank you for your support!

Pl Craft Carte de conducfenr
l‘.'.l;tmr:::r{:ard dembarcation de plaisance

e PR
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W2 NautiSavoir

FRIENDLY REMINDER | CHANGES TO
PLEASURE CRAFT LICENCES

Before heading out on the water this season, please check the expiry date
on your Pleasure Craft Licence.

Transport Canada is introducing a new 5-year licensing system, phased in
during licence renewals, transfers, or replacements. Current licences
remain valid until their expiry date.

Any pleasure craft with a motor of 10 hp (7.5 kW) or more used
recreationally in Canadian waters must have a valid licence.

This includes powerboats, pontoon boats, cruisers, personal watercraft
(jet skis), and sailboats with an auxiliary motor of 10 hp or more.

If your licence expires this year, or if you recently bought or sold a boat,
please ensure your paperwork is up to date before launching. For more
details, go to: https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/
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DISCLAIMER

While the Wolfe Lake Association Westport makes
every effort to ensure the accuracy of information
in this magazine, it cannot accept responsibility
for errors and omissions. Readers are urged to
obtain professional advice before acting based on
the material contained in this edition of the Wolfe
Lake Magazine. Any advice given is intended to
provide general information only. The Wolfe Lake
Association Westport does not accept liability for
damage or injury resulting from reliance on the
information.

Y
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WHAT’S INSIDE | 10 Years | Many Stories

Hi everyone!

This year, we are celebrating a special milestone: the 10th edition of Wolfe Lake
Magazine. What began in 2017 as a renewed version of our newsletter has grown
into a magazine that reflects the life, the people, and the spirit of Wolfe Lake. For ten
years now, these pages have shared our stories, about the lake, the Wolfe Lake
Association Westport, and the many moments that connect us as a community.

This magazine exists because so many of you contribute: by writing, photographing,
sharing ideas, and caring deeply about this place we all love. It also exists thanks to
our loyal local advertisers. Their support makes it possible to print this magazine year
after year. Without them, there simply would be no Wolfe Lake Magazine in your
hands. This summer, we are also pleased to welcome several new advertisers. Wow!

Not only is Wolfe Lake Magazine celebrating its 10th anniversary, we are also marking
two other remarkable milestones: 70 years of Camp lawah and 60 years of the Rideau
Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA). With so much history, dedication, community
spirit, and lake stewardship, there is much to celebrate. It is safe to say we are in a
festive mood.

As always, this edition is filled with news, stories, and updates from around the lake.
Alongside the article about Camp lawah, we revisit the history of the Zimmerman
cottages and look back at last summer’s remarkably dry season. You will also find a
reminder about recent changes to boat licensing requirements, updates on WLAW
projects, water quality, coverage of the proposed Alto rail project, AGM information,
and the story behind the successful efforts to protect Opinicon Lake.

Plus plenty more inside.

You will find membership reminders throughout this magazine. We hope current
members will renew their support and that new readers will consider joining us. A
strong membership enables the association to advocate for Wolfe Lake, support
stewardship initiatives, and keep our community informed and connected.

| hope this anniversary edition feels like something to enjoy, to keep, and to
remember. Thank you to everyone who has helped make these first ten years
possible. Here’s to the next ten years of sharing stories, preserving memories, and
celebrating all that makes Wolfe Lake such an extraordinary place.

Happy reading!

Anna Rijk, on behalf of The Wolfe Lake Association Westport Team
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WOLFE LAKE | IN BRIEF

Wolfe Lake's latest quick news snippets,with updates on what's happening around our shores.

IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP

Our records indicate that many membership
dues are still outstanding. We totally
appreciate that life can be busy, and details
can be missed, If you already paid, please
disregard this friendly reminder and accept
our gratitude.

The easiest way to pay your annual
membership fee of $30 is by using the
eTransfer bank option:
treasurerWLCA@rideau.net.

You can also make a cheque payable to
‘Wolfe Lake Association Westport and mail it
to: Treasurer Wolfe Lake Association
Westport, 115 Stoneridge Lane Godfrey, ON
KOH 1TO0. You can also make a payment
online through Paypal: Visit our website:
www.wolfelake.org, and look for the
‘memberships’ option (lower part of the
main page) to read the details.

Thank you! (See ‘Prizes’ page 21.)

FISH LEAD FREE TABLES

Earlier this year, Donna Garland and Margie
Manthey represented Fish Lead Free Canada
at the Chaffey’s Area Lake Association (CALA)

Meet and Greet and at EcoFest in Westport.
They shared awareness videos, answered
questions, collected lead tackle, and gathered
signatures for the petition urging Ontario
legislators to restrict certain sizes of lead
tackle. CALA, a longtime supporter of the
campaign, also provided a generous donation,
reaffirming its commitment to protecting
wildlife and healthy waterways.

VOTERS REGISTRATION - ELECTIONS

Michael Peterson, a FOCA board member,
shared this with us. At a recent Federation of
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) Board
meeting, concerns were raised about voter
registration for seasonal residents ahead of
Ontario’s 2026 municipal elections. In
previous elections, voter lists were prepared
by the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation (MPAC).

Responsibility has now shifted to Elections
Ontario, and early reports suggest that many
seasonal property owners may no longer
appear on municipal voters' lists. Peterson
reported that voter registrations in their
municipality have dropped from
approximately 11,500 in the last election to
just 7,500 today, with many of the missing
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names believed to be seasonal residents. If
you own or rent a seasonal property and
plan to vote in municipal elections, it is
important to verify that your name is still on
the voters' list. To check your registration,
visit www.registertovoteon.ca and click
“Register Now.” You will then see four
options; select “Check” to confirm your
status. Be sure to indicate that you own or
rent a secondary property. You will be asked
to provide your name, birthdate,
municipality or postal code, and property
address. If your information is correct,
simply confirm it. If you are not listed, you
can register online and may be required to
provide identification. (More info on
foca.on.ca.)

RENEW EARLY & WIN!

Larry Arsenault, our Treasurer - and
talented woodworker - has donated several
handcrafted maple prizes to encourage
early membership renewals before the
AGM. Prizes include a spalted maple bowl,
a maple leaf twist pen, and a maple rolling
pin. All members who renew on or before
the AGM will be entered into a random
draw. Good luck! (see also page 10 & 21).
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Successful 2025 AGM at Camp lawah
NEIGHBOURS, IDEAS, & LAKE STEWARDSHIP

By Anna Rijk

The Wolfe Lake Association Westport (WLAW) hosted its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
Saturday, July 26, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm, once again returning to Camp lawah.

Members gathered in the camp’s conference and teaching area, with
coffee, tea, water, lemonade, and snacks generously provided by the
hosts. Almost 80 members attended, slightly fewer than the nearly
100 who celebrated the 35™ anniversary of our association in 2023,
but the spirit in the room was upbeat. Many participants later
described it as “one of the best AGMs we have had.”

The afternoon began with members being welcomed outside the
Camp lawah conference hall, signing in, browsing the many
information tables, and reconnecting with neighbours, friends and
stakeholders present.

AGM highlights

The information tables featured updates on water quality, fishing
initiatives, our ‘Get the Lead Out’ campaign, communications &
Wolfe Lake Magazine, Membership & Registration, and WLAW
merchandise. Attendees were also able to sign the petition to ban
lead in fish tackle in Ontario and learn volunteer opportunities.

Newly elected WLAW President Bill Garland welcomed attendees,
delivered a number of announcements, and led voting on association
business. Local mayors Arie Hoogenboom from the Township of

Rideau Lakes and Ron Vanderwal from the Township of South
Frontenac, both addressed our members with updates from their
townships and fielded questions from the floor.

Fisheries initiatives were a major focus of this year’s program.
Fishing Director Margie Manthey provided a short overview on the
submerged wood project undertaken in partnership with
Watersheds Canada, the RVCA, and Camp lawah and with the
assistance of many member volunteers. She then introduced guest
speaker Dr. David Philipp, who presented a proposal for a bass
sanctuary study on Wolfe Lake. Dr. Philipp is Chair of the Fisheries
Conservation Foundation and adjunct professor at the University of
Illinois. His talk was well received, sparking thoughtful discussion
and enthusiasm among members (see also page 22).

Throughout the afternoon, door prizes organized by Donna Garland
and Margie Manthey added a note of fun and camaraderie.

£ 5 -
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The formal meeting closed at 4:00 p.m., but attendees were invited to
climb Camp lawah’s new viewing tower, part of its ropes course, for a
panoramic look over the area, or walk the idyllic grounds of the
children’s summer camp.

A strong future for Wolfe Lake

The 2025 AGM underscored the Wolfe Lake Association’s commitment
to protecting the lake environment, strengthening community, and
encouraging responsible enjoyment of Wolfe Lake. With lively
discussion, an inspiring presentation on the topic of bass santuaries,
and plenty of good company, members left looking forward to another
year of initiatives and to an even bigger turnout in 2026.

Looking ahead

A recurring theme in the discussions occurring at a WLAW board
meeting shortly after the 2025 AGM was how to maintain the
excellent level of the 2025 AGM and boost participation at future
AGMs.

e, Wat
$ et Quality

Invasive
Species

Ideas included hosting additional member events during the year,
such as a summer barbecue, Canada Day or another significant
Canadian holiday celebration, regatta, or children’s fishing derby.
Another suggestion was conducting a more detailed analysis of
WLAW'’s membership to better understand how to engage members.

A Warm Welcome Back to Camp lawah

A special thank you goes to Camp lawah, our generous host for the
2025 AGM. After ten years away, it was a pleasure to return to their
beautiful grounds. The staff went above and beyond, preparing the
space, setting up audio-visual equipment, and providing coffee, tea,
and healthy snacks. They welcomed members arriving by car, boat,
and canoe, ensuring everything ran smoothly. Executive Director Ken
Visser greeted attendees and shared a few words about Camp
lawah'’s history and its celebration of 70 years of memorable camp
experiences for young people. lawah’s hospitality, attention to detail,
and enthusiasm helped make this AGM especially memorable.
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AGM 2026 | YOU ARE INVITED e —
Saturday July 25 - IVIE AGM
from 2 pm - 4 pm WOLFE LAKE
Mark Your Calendars! . ASSOCIATION

Join us on July 26, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., as we gather w O WESTPORT
lakeside once again to connect with neighbours and

friends. Our AGM is an important opportunity to stay
informed, ask questions, and help shape the future of J U I_ Y 2 5 INVITATION

Wolfe Lake. Your voice matters, so please attend and

take part in decisions that support our community and

lake stewardship. COME! WOlfe Lake
Association

2 p m - 4 p m WESTPORT, ONTARIO

Prices
Larry Arsenault, woodworker and treasurer of the

WLAW, generously donated several handcrafted maple
prizes to encourage early membership renewals before

the AGM. Prizes include a spalted maple bowl, a maple ; I 9 CAMP IAWAH
\/ | 2 c )

leaf twist pen, and a maple rolling pin. All, awesome and 504 lawich Road) Codirey
honest wood products. All members who renew on or A e BesaipbLb

before the AGM will be entered into a random draw.
(Picture on page 21.) ~OM]I wolfelake.org

com=-wolfela outlook.com

Members will also vote to fill a vacancy on the
Association's Board of Directors and receive updates on ~ Our hearts, our health and only minutes to save it.
current projects and priorities. A special presentation on  The highlight of this year's AGM program will be an interactive presentation on the
the Neighbours Saving Neighbours initiative. See == value of volunteer first responders in rural communities.

Guest speakers Dr. Steven Brooks and Dr. Vlad Latiu, representing the Neighbours
The AGM is a great opportunity to reconnect with Saving Neighbours initiative (Queen's University) for the Frontenac area, will
neighbours, and meet new Wolfe Lakers. discuss how local residents can help improve emergency response and potentially
We hope to see you! save lives around our lake.

Proudly serving the
Ottawa Valley %c-r over
40 years.

PACIFIC
ENERGY

E M B ERS Fireplaces, wood stoves, gas stoves,
inserts, electric fireplaces,
FIREPLACES AND FINISHINGS masonry/finishings, gas
service/cleaning 8¢ chimney sweeps

63 North St, Perth Phone: 613-264-0878 E n
172 Raglan St S, Renfrew embers.on.ca Toll Free: 1-800-361-6012
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CASTING FOR CHANGE

How “Let’s Get the Lead Out” is protecting Ontario’s
loons and its lakes

By Margie Manthey & Donna Garland

dv31 340N ON

The call of the loon is woven into Ontario’s identity. Protecting that call requires practical action grounded
in science, community cooperation, and thoughtful policy. Lead poisoning in wildlife is preventable.
Through education, collaboration, and steady persistence, Let’s Get the Lead Out proves that small changes,
like switching a sinker, can ripple outward, safeguarding lakes, wildlife, and the traditions Canadians cherish
most. In 2022, the Wolfe Lake Association Westport (WLAW) launched a grassroots initiative with a simple
but urgent message: it’s time to fish lead-free.

Called “Let’s Get the Lead Out,” the program was created and co- lakes. Loons, which feed by diving and swallowing small stones
managed by WLAW board members Margie Manthey and Donna (called gastroliths) to aid digestion, can easily mistake small lead
Garland in response to a sobering reality: lead poisoning from ingested sinkers for pebbles. Once ingested, even a single piece of lead can be
fishing tackle is the number one killer of the Common Loon, Ontario’s fatal.”

Provincial Bird. “Loons are not alone” adds Margie, “Lead poisoning has been

documented in bald eagles, ospreys, trumpeter swans, hooded
Beloved for its haunting call and iconic presence on northern lakes, the mergansers, wood ducks, great blue herons, snapping and painted

common loon is more than a symbol of wilderness. As an indicator turtles, mink, river otters, even fish. The tragedy is widespread. The

species, often described as a “canary in the coal mine,” it reflects the solution is straight forward. Since its launch, “Let’s Get the Lead Out”

health of the waters it inhabits. has removed over 500 pounds of toxic lead tackle from circulation,
a tangible, measurable impact with immediate ecological benefit.”

A preventable tragedy

Donna: “We feel it is important to continue reminding anglers: Each From lake initiative to Provincial movement
year, an estimated 545 tonnes of lost lead sinkers and jigs accumulate To amplify its message, WLAW created the educational website
in Canadian waterbodies, the single largest source of lead entering our fishleadfree.ca, originally hosted on wolfelake.org and now an

n
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LET'S
GET THE

LEAD
OuUT

FISHLEADFREE.CA

independent platform. The site offers:

» Peer-reviewed research on lead poisoning

* One goal: eliminate toxic lead tackle

from provincial waters.

« Radiograph images of affected wildlife

« Retailer lists for non-toxic tackle

e Political endorsements

* Educational resources for anglers
As momentum grew, so did participation.
What began on Wolfe Lake has now expanded
to include 26 lake associations across 48 lakes
in Ontario, creating a powerful network of
lake stewards united behind.

Appealing to anglers as good stewards
Recognizing that fishing is a generational
tradition enjoyed by millions of Canadians, the
initiative  encourages anglers to fish
sustainably with non-toxic tackle to help
ensure safe, clean natural resources for future
generations.

Margie, a life-long angler, explains, “Get the
Lead Out appeals to anglers to practice good
stewardship to protect and preserve the
resource they enjoy and to safeguard its
natural biodiversity.”

To encourage change:

e Year round contest drawings incentivize
participants who turn in lead with non-
toxic tackle, fishing gear, and other prizes

e Free samples of lead-free tackle
alternatives are distributed at community
events.

Collection is made easy through partnerships
with the Westport Lion’s Reuse and Recycle
Centre. Recovered lead is sent to Kimco Metal
Recycling in Kingston, where it is responsibly
purposed into batteries, ensuring it never
returns to lakes as tackle.

Approximately 90% of fishing tackle sold today
still contains lead, making retailer engagement
critical.

“Let’'s Get the Lead Out” actively connects
stores with manufacturers of non-toxic
alternatives to improve shelf availability.

Science, credibility & community support
The initiative is supported by the Canadian
Veterinary Medical Association’s formal
position statement on the dangers of lead
ckle, as well as decades of biologist- and
veterinarian-led  research. A  dedicated
Steering Committee now includes:

» Leaders from Wolfe Lake Association

« Members of the Charleston Lake
Environmental Association
« A senior representative from the

Canadian Veterinary Medical Association

e A former Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources policy expert

» Wildlife photographers and community
advocates

Together, they developed a comprehensive
fact sheet titled “Loons and Lead Fishing
Tackle: The Facts.”

The program has earned national media
attention, including coverage in Ontario Out of
Doors and Cottage Life Magazine.

In 2023 received the prestigious Federation of
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) Annual
Achievement Award, recognizing innovation
and environmental leadership among 525
member lake associations.

Taking the message to Queen’s Park

The initiative’s next step is legislative. A formal
petition to the Ontario Legislature requests
restrictions on the sale and use of:

* Lead split shots, sinkers, weights, and jig
heads weighing 50 grams (1% oz) or less

* Lead-headed tackle under 6.5 cm (2.5
inches)

Such regulations would align Ontario with

existing protections already in place within

Canada’s national parks since 1997.

To support the petition, the initiative has
released three widely circulated educational
videos, including one featuring Dr. Mark
Pokras of Tufts University’s Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine, a leading global
expert on loon mortality.

A model of modern stewardship

Founded in 1988, the Wolfe Lake Association
has long championed lake health, restoring
walleye habitat, building successful loon
nesting platforms, enhancing fish habitat,
combating invasive species, and monitoring
aquatic ecosystems.

“Let’s Get the Lead Out” builds on that legacy
while embracing diversity and inclusion. Its
outreach engages:

¢ Seasonal and permanent residents

¢ Indigenous communities

* Youth groups and camps

« Retailers and business owners

« Environmental professionals

By inspiring ethical angling and responsible
stewardship, the initiative ensures that fishing
traditions endure - safely and sustainably - for
future generations.

Casting for a Cleaner Future

Sometimes, the most powerful conservation
movement begins with a simple cast, and the
decision to make it count. Download and sign
the petition at fishleadfree.ca.

“Let’s Get the Lead Out” project recently featured in Review-Mirror

The “Let’s Get the Lead Out” initiative has already attracted considerable media attention across the province, but last month it received special
recognition through an extensive feature interview in the Review-Mirror with Margie. The article highlighted the remarkable success of the
program launched by Margie (Manthey) and Donna (Garland) in 2022. What began as a local effort to raise awareness about the dangers of lead
fishing tackle has grown into a province-wide movement involving more than 45 lake associations. To date, participants have collected over 550
pounds of lead tackle from the environment while promoting safer, lead-free alternatives for anglers.
Thanks Tanya for this wonderful feature article! Source: Tanya Hammond, Review-Mirror, June 2026.
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Seventy ars on Wolfe Lake
A legacy of small, unassuming ways

By Lindsey Giroux, Managing Director Camp lawah

I've been thinking a lot about legacy lately. Which is perhaps what happens when you find yourself on the
planning team for the seventieth anniversary of Camp IAWAH. Seventy years. That's a lot of summers on
Wolfe Lake. A lot of canoe trips. A lot of people coming and going.

You know, everyone leaves a legacy, whether they mean to or not.
Some people leave a legacy of punctuality. Or lateness. The early
founders of Camp IAWAH established a legacy of kindness,
acceptance, and community. A legacy that still stands strong today.

I've been part of IAWAH and subsequently the Wolfe Lake community
for just over twenty-five years now, which sounds like a long time until
you realize it is just a small portion of IAWAH's history here on the
lake. And IAWAH itself is just one thread in the larger tapestry of this
lake's long story.

Everything before my time comes to me in fragments...a story told
over coffee, an old photograph, the way someone points to a shoreline
and says, "That's where we used to...

Legacy on Wolfe Lake has always been built in small ways. The
neighbour who helps pull your dock in before the ice comes. The
person who places and removes the shoal buoys every year. The family
that's been coming back to the same cottage for four generations,
teaching their grandchildren to swim along the same shores where
their own grandparents taught them.
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Charlie Leach, IAWAH’s founder, and his friends understood the power
of legacy when they established Camp IAWAH eleven years after the
Second World War ended. They created a place for connection. For
acceptance. For learning and belonging. The IAWAH community wasn't
built in the big moments; it was cultivated in the small acts of
kindness. The cup of coffee poured. The time given. The welcome
extended to a stranger who would soon become a friend. This legacy
was fostered in many small, unassuming ways.

That's the legacy here. The cabin leader who remembered your name
decades later. The dock conversation that changed your summer. The
evening spent watching the sunset with people who started as
neighbours and became family.

Seventy years of small, unassuming ways add up to something
extraordinary. And here's the thing about legacy on Wolfe Lake, it's
not just what we inherit. It's what we choose to pass on. | see the
legacy all around our shores as we work together to foster fish
habitats and “get the lead out”. We tow broken boats back to safety,
and alert people about docks that have left their footings after a
storm. Many small, unassuming ways.
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Some pictures of Camp Iawh’s extraordinary past.
Planting trees
As part of our 70th celebration, we're planting trees. Literally. Creating

shade and habitat for the next seventy years of summers. It's a small
thing, really. But small things matter. They always have.

find yourself thinking about legacy too. About what
you're leaving behind on this lake. About the small,
unassuming ways you're making a difference. What
will your Wolfe Lake legacy be? If you'd like to learn

So as you sit on your dock this summer, watching the sun set over the more about Camp IAWAH's 70th anniversary
water, or listening to the dulcet tones of a camp celebrations and tree planting initiative,
IAWAH campfire (ha ha!) drift across the lake to you, maybe you'll read or visit iawah.com/home/70th/ or scan the QR code.

Linsey Giroux is the Managing Director at Camp IAWAH. She began working at the camp in the summer of 2000 as a staff member. Four
days into staff training, she knew this place and its people were special. It felt welcoming, but it was also a place that encouraged her to
grow, to step out of her comfort zone, to try new things...and it was okay if she didn't nail the task on the first try. There was grace, and
there were people there to guide and support her along the way. That summer pushed her toward a career in Christian camping. She went
away to other continents, and came back in 2021 to the camp. Now she has the privilege of bringing her two kids to camp each summer
(here you see Lindsey with her daughter), watching them begin to serve alongside her.

For Lindsey, legacy isn't just about what you inherit; it's about what you choose to pass on.
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Wolfe Lake Association project updates
CARING FOR WOLFE LAKE TOGETHER

By Margie Manthey

Since its founding in 1988, the Wolfe Lake Association’s directors and volunteers have devoted much time
and energy to protecting, preserving and enhancing water quality, wildlife, the fishery, and our lake
community. Today, the association remains dedicated to these very same goals and strives to keep Wolfe
Lake healthy and pristine for future generations. An ongoing commitment!

Teamwork! Sinking trees for fish habitat

On an overcast morning last September, a bunch of eager beavers
gathered on the scenic shores of Camp lawah to carry out our
“Christmas Tree Project.” The initiative, the second of its kind
undertaken by the Wolfe Lake Association Westport (WLAw), |ake bedvia underwater camera monitoring).
enhances fish habitat through the addition of submerged woody
structure. The project was carried out in partnership with Watersheds
Canada (WC), the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA), and courtesy of Ken and Camp lawah - the perfect way to cap off this

Camp lawah and was spearheaded by WLAW Fishing Director, Margie community-building endeavor! We also wish to thank Ken for storing
Manthey several donated Christmas trees at lawah over the winter and to

WLAW'’s, Bill Garland and Larry Arsenault for transporting them to the
camp from the public’s initial drop-off site at the Westport Lions Beach
on Sand Lake. Teamwork, indeed!

the lake, but not before we submerged twenty wood bundles in deep-
water sites throughout Wolfe’s main basin (a good thing, apparently,
as Melissa remarked on an absence of woody structure on the basin’s

Our hardworking crew was treated to a delicious buffet lunch,

Helping hands included fellow WLAW Directors Brian Manthey, Bill
Hutchison, Tim Richards, Phillip Buff, and Ken Vissers (Ken is also the
Executive Director at Camp lawah). It was especially wonderful having
youth volunteers participate from the 1 Drummond Scout Group.
Everyone worked together under the expert guidance of Melissa
Dakers and Robert Pye (WC) and Amanda Lange (RVCA), who
demonstrated the proper technique to bind 2-3 trees together and
securely anchor them to cement blocks. The bundles were then hefted
down to the docks and loaded onto the boats for transport to pre-
designated sites on the lake marked with GPS coordinates.

Underwater video surveillance from our original Christmas Tree
Project “test sites” revealed abundant fish activity including perch,

Our flotilla included a pontoon graciously on loan from WLAW Water
Quality Director, Gord Moore, along with a handful of smaller boats
supplied by WLAW Director at Large Phil Buff, Watersheds Canada, the
RVCA and Camp lawah. After a few hours spent loading and sinking
trees, the weather took a turn, and gusty winds forced our team off
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panfish, a nesting bass, and large schools of
fry and forage minnows. The new sites will
also be monitored and our observations
shared. Meanwhile, we are confident that the
submerged trees are already working to
enhance aquatic habitat by providing food,
shelter, and refuge for countless fish and
invertebrates.

Scanlan Creek habitat restoration

The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority
(RVCA) did not make it to the creek this spring
to monitor the walleye spawn. Our faithful

WLAW volunteer, Wayne Derbyshire, was kind
enough to check the creek for activity a few
times in mid-April, which saw a sudden,
unseasonal warm-up with  summer-like
temperatures. Although conditions seemed
more favourable earlier this spring than in
past years, the freak warm spell quickly
flipped things on its side; so we suspect
monitoring started a little too late, as Wayne
only spotted one mid-sized walleye in the
creek, likely a late-arriving male fish.

(Interestingly, the Westport Area Outdoor
Association reported a scarcity of female fish
during surveys on nearby Pedherney Creek.)

Walleye typically begin spawning shortly after
ice-out when water temperatures reach 6.7C —
8.9C (44F-48F), with peak activity often
occurring in the 5.5C-10C (42F-50F) range.
They are highly sensitive to temperature
changes; if the water warms too fast, the
spawning window closes quickly. This is what
happened last spring, and likely this year as
well. Frustrating, for sure! Next year, we will
need to start checking for spawning activity
earlier to avoid missing the show.

Loon nesting raft

2026 marks our loon nesting raft’s 6™ year in
use, thanks to Bruce Maynard and Bill
Garland, who ensure its placement on the
water shortly after ice-out each spring.
Appreciation also goes out to Helene Wach for
faithfully gathering native plant materials for
the loon’s floating accommodations.

As of this writing, the loons are once again
incubating eggs on the raft. Last year, the
lake’s only loon chick hatched on the raft and
later fledged, marking 5 consecutive years of
success. Sadly, the lake’s other two loon pairs
that use natural nesting sites were
unsuccessful in raising chicks in 2025.

In this fast-changing world, loons face many
natural and anthropogenic threats. Let’s not
add to the list. We ask that you give loon
families the space they need to feel safe.
Remember that their nests and chicks are
easily swamped by boat wakes, and tiny loon
chicks are vulnerable to watercraft strikes as
well. A parent loon carrying chicks on its back
will not dive to escape approaching
watercraft. Please be vigilant, especially near
islands and in back bays; slow down, and
avoid pulling tubes, water skiers, or
wakeboarders in repetitive circles.

Here’s hoping for a successful nesting season
for our beautiful Wolfe Lake loonies!

THE NEXT GENERATION OF WOLFE LA
Abeautiful femi x the vibrant life

our waters sustaii'n.

rgie Maqthey.

captured this serem& moment from

her boat (at'the very enchf

May) as

this newly mated pair returned to'the
watemgthe male leading the way.
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LOW WATER LEVELS LAST SUMMER | A DRY TURN
How the 2025 summer challenged cottagers & farmers
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Many Wolfe Lake residents will remember last summer as one of
unusually low water levels, and Wolfe Lake was far from alone.
Christie Lake, Devil Lake, Upper Rideau Lake, and Bob’s Lake all
experienced similar conditions. A quick look at the social media pages
for a number of regional lakes showed many concerned (and
frustrated) cottagers and boaters comparing notes and sharing photos
of exposed shorelines, stranded docks, and difficult boating conditions
(a few examples are shown below).

On the Bob’s Lake Facebook
page, one contributor noted that
water levels were well below the
historical average for that time of
year, while also pointing out that
they have been lower in the past,
particularly during dry periods in
the 1980s.

A cottager on Christie Lake noted
that total precipitation in parts of
Ontario had fallen to less than 50
percent of the historical average.

Others suggested that the lack of winter snowpack may have triggered
the decline. Several posters remarked that similarly low levels had
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	Our 2026 team
	PRESIDENT | Bill Garland  VICE PRESIDENT | Greg Wetmore  PAST PRESIDENT | Brian Manthey  TREASURER | Larry Arsenault  SECRETARY | Marti Hansell  COMMUNICATIONS | Anna Rijk  WEBMASTER | Donna Garland  FISHING | Margie Manthey  WATER QUALITY | Gordon Moore  SHOAL MARKING | Roy and Chris Chisamore MEMBERSHIP |  WOLFE LAKE REP | Philip Buff WOLFE LAKE REP | Timothy Richards  WOLFE LAKE REP | Pierre Lamoureux
	Our 2026 volunteers  Wayne Derbyshire, Sean Garland, Marti Hansell, Jeffrey Johnston, Betty Jo MacDougall, Bruce Maynard, Lorraine Pellerin, Daniel Spitzer,  Cathy Thompson, Paul Thompson, Helene Wach and Dwight Whitaker. THANK YOU! YOUR NAME could be printed here next year! Give a helping hand, read page 32 and sign up to become one of our volunteers.

	MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL or NEW Here is how to pay your 2026 dues
	To renew your membership or join the Wolfe Lake Association, choose the payment method that works best for you. Annual membership is $30! 1. You can send an e-transfer to treasurerWLCA@rideau.net,  2. Mail a cheque payable to Wolfe Lake Association Westport to the Treasurer at 115 Stoneridge Lane, Godfrey, ON K0H 1T0, or,  3. Pay securely online through PayPal on our website at wolfelake.org. Please indicate whether this is a new membership or a renewal.  Thank you for your support!


	HIGH  LIGTS
	Successful 2025 AGM at Camp Iawah
	NEIGHBOURS, IDEAS, & LAKE STEWARDSHIP
	By Anna Rijk
	The Wolfe Lake  Association Westport (WLAW)  hosted  its  Annual  General  Meeting (AGM) on Saturday, July 26, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm, once again returning to Camp Iawah.
	Members gathered in the camp’s conference and teaching area, with coffee, tea, water, lemonade, and snacks generously provided by the hosts. Almost 80 members attended, slightly fewer than the nearly 100 who celebrated the 35th anniversary of our association in 2023, but the spirit in the room was upbeat. Many participants later described it as “one of the best AGMs we have had.”
	The afternoon began with members being welcomed outside the Camp Iawah conference hall, signing in, browsing the many information tables, and reconnecting with neighbours, friends and stakeholders present.
	AGM highlights  The information tables featured updates on water quality, fishing initiatives, our ‘Get the Lead Out’ campaign, communications & Wolfe Lake Magazine, Membership & Registration, and WLAW merchandise. Attendees were also able to sign the petition to ban lead in fish tackle in Ontario and learn volunteer opportunities.
	Newly elected WLAW President Bill Garland welcomed attendees, delivered a number of announcements, and led voting on association business.  Local   mayors   Arie  Hoogenboom  from  the  Township of
	Rideau Lakes and Ron Vanderwal from the Township of South Frontenac, both addressed our members with updates from their townships and fielded questions from the floor.
	Fisheries initiatives were a major focus of this year’s program. Fishing Director Margie Manthey provided a short overview on the submerged wood project undertaken in partnership with Watersheds Canada, the RVCA, and Camp Iawah and with the assistance of many member volunteers. She then introduced guest speaker Dr. David Philipp, who presented a proposal for a bass sanctuary study on Wolfe Lake. Dr. Philipp is  Chair of the Fisheries Conservation Foundation and adjunct professor at the University of Illinois. His talk was well received, sparking thoughtful discussion and enthusiasm among members (see also page 22 ).
	Throughout the afternoon, door prizes organized by Donna Garland and Margie Manthey added a note of fun and camaraderie.





