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Former county
teacher published
in anthology

by Amy Roby
Staff Writer

One of writer Krista Ben-
jamin’s poems has been
selected for inclusion in the
2006 edition of “Best Ameri-
can Poetry.” She will read
“Letter from my Ancestors”
and other poems from the
anthology at the Mile High
Jazz Band’s free concert on
Tuesday at 8 p.m. The event
takes place at Comma Coffee,
located at 312 S. Carson
Street in Carson City.

Benjamin will join other
local award-winning poets as
they take turns reading poems
between musical selections.

“Reading at this venue is a
lot of fun,” she said. “It gives
everyone a chance to ‘digest’
a poem before hearing the
next.”

“Letter from my Ancestors”
was one of 75 chosen by
famed author and former U.S.
Poet Laureate Billy Cemnf,
guest editor for this year’s

anthology. Benjamin was .

ware her poem was under
.mwmuma
“Margie.” the poetry review
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tor/plumber was married to a hair
stylist. That was a very challeng-
Ing ad to produce,” she said.
Ekleberry spent 20 years
Mmanaging graphics departments
at Atari Computer, ASK Com-

ask for a free raffle ticket. Addi-
tional tickets are available for $1
and will benefit Carson Valley
Children’s Center. For more
information, call the gallery at
783-9490.

SHANNON LITZ/The R-C

Krista Beqjamin with the book of poetry that she has a
poem published in, at home on Monday.

DETAILS

What: Poetry reading and
jazz concert

When: 8. p.m. Tuesday
Where: Comma Coffee
Info: 883-4154 or
www.milehighjazz.com

where “Letter” was first pub-
lished. Collins reviewed over
1,500 literary magazines in
order to make his final selec-
tions. .

Benjamin was a teacher in
Douglas County for seven
years before taking a leave of
absence to pursue writing full
time. Since 2003, her work has
been published in more than 50
magazines and newspapers.

In addition to m&gm
articles, Benjan n
experimented with essays
short stories. She is currently

at work on a novel.

“Poetry is my accidental
genre,” she said. “I write a
poem either because I read a
poem and want to try and do
something like it, or sometimes
a piece of writing is a poem
because it isn’t something else.
For example, it may start out
as an essay or story, but it
needs to be expressed as a
poem. It’s the only way to get
it down.”

Benjamin is also a recipient
of this year’s Nevada Arts
Council Literary Arts fellow-
ship, which is awarded annual-
ly to extraordinary artists
throughout the state. In addi-
tion to receiving a $5,000
grant, fellows provide a free
presentation to the public
which is relevant to their disci-
pline. Benjamin chose to team
with the Mile High Jazz Band
for her reading. :

For more information, visit
www.milehighjazz.com or call
883-4154,



