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The Sunday After 
Ascension Day May 24, 2020 

The Opening Hymn Hymnal 215, v. 1 and 2 

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph; see the King in royal state,  

riding on the clouds, his chariot, to his heavenly palace gate! 

Hark! the choirs of angel voices joyful alleluias sing,  

and the portals high are lifted to receive their heavenly King. 

He who on the cross did suffer, he who from the grave arose,  

he has vanquished sin and Satan; he by death has spoiled his foes.  

While he lifts his hands in blessing, he is parted from his friends;  

while their eager eyes behold him, he upon the clouds ascends. 

The Opening Acclamation  
Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity Father Roger Grist 

The Summary of the Law Father Roger Grist 

The Kyrie 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Gloria in Excelsis  Glory to God 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 

Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 

alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. Let us pray. 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do 

not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior 

Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The First Reading ~ A Reading from Acts 1:1-14. 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he present-

ed himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 

and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do 

not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John bap-

tized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and 

asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-

maria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside 

them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 
13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James 

and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 

son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

with his brothers.  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The responses of the people are in italics. 
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Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudit 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading 
A Reading from 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and 

of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a med-

dler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time 

for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God? 18 And, 

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do 

good. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Sequence Hymn  Hymnal 483, v. 1-4 

The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glory now;  

a royal diadem adorns the mighty victor’s brow. 

The highest place that heaven affords is his, is his by right, 

the King of kings, and Lord of lords, and heaven’s eternal Light; 

the joy of all who dwell above, the joy of all below, 

to whom he manifests his love and grants his Name to know. 

To them the cross with all its shame, with all its grace is given; 

their name, an everlasting name; their joy, the joy of heaven. 

The Gospel  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 16:9-20. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven 

seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they 

heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 

12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. 13 These returned 

and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. 

14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn re-

fusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 

15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name 

they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they 

drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 

19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the 

disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that 

accompanied it. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon Father Roger Grist 

1 Clap your hands, all you / peoples; * 

     shout to God with a cry of / joy. 
2 For the LORD Most High is to be / feared; * 

     he is the great King over all the / earth. 
3 He subdues the peoples / under us, * 

     and the nations under our / feet. 
4 He chooses our inheritance / for us, * 

     the pride of Jacob whom he / loves. 
5 God has gone up with a / shout, * 

     the LORD with the sound of the / ram’s-horn. 

 6 Sing praises to God, sing / praises; * 

     sing praises to our King, sing / praises. 
7 For God is King of all the / earth; * 

     sing praises with all your / skill. 
8 God reigns over the / nations; * 

     God sits upon his holy / throne. 
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered to/gether * 

     with the people of the God of / Abraham. 
10 The rulers of the earth belong to / God, * 

     and he is highly ex/alted. 
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The Nicene Creed 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. [Repeat this response after “Lord, in your mercy.”] 

The Confession and Absolution of Sin 
     All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to live in love and charity with your neighbors, and intend 

to lead the new life, following the commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make 

your humble confession to Almighty God. 

     Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and repent of 

our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majes-

ty, provoking most justly your wrath and indignation against us. We are deeply sorry for these transgres-

sions; the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for 

your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and 

please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincere-

ly repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Comfortable Words  Father Roger Grist 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And with your spirit. 

The Offertory Organist 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven 

and on earth is yours; yours is the Kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head above all.  

The Sursum Corda Lift up your hearts 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. Let us give thanks to 

the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

     It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth. 

     Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who after his most glorious resurrection appeared to his 

Apostles, and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we might also ascend, 

and reign with him in glory. 

     Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

Name: 

The Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

*universal 
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The Prayer of Consecration  

     Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. 

By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out 

his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his res-

urrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to 

your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace.  

     On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”  

     Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all 

of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: When-

ever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  

     Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

     We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you 

these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 

Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he 

may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with 

all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.  

     All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Fraction 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the Cross.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 

abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but 

you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 

the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by 

his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, 

and he in us. Amen.   

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion Father Roger Grist 

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 

Communion Hymn 1 Hymnal 304, v. 1-3 

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free,  

in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me. 

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread. 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 

That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends. 

Communion Hymn 2  Bind Us Together 

Bind us together, Lord, Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, Bind us together, bind us together in love. 

There is only one God, There is only one King;  

There is only one body, That is why we sing: 

Repeat first verse 
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The Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, with the spir-

itual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us, 

through this Sacrament, of your favor and goodness towards us: that we are true members of the mystical 

body of your Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of your ever-

lasting kingdom. And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father, to assist us with your grace, that we may contin-

ue in that holy fellowship, and do all the good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing Father Roger Grist 

The Closing Hymn Hymnal 460, v. 1, 2, 4 

Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne;  

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone; 

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood. 

Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us, faith believes, nor questions how: 

though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er, 

shall our hearts forget His promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

Alleluia! King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own: 

Alleluia! born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 

thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 

thou on earth both Priest and Victim in the eucharistic feast. 

The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Organist 

Scriptures are taken from the New International Version. Used by permission. 

 

CCLI License #2681311 


