
 
 

The Election of the Century: A Clash of Values and a New Beginning 

On the grand stage of American constitutionalism, the 2024 presidential election wasn't just a political 

contest—it was a battle for the soul of the nation. The two candidates each stood for their vision of America’s 

future, shaped by values deeply rooted in the American experience. The nation watched closely as the 

candidates clashed over twelve fundamental American values—values that have shaped our country for 

centuries and are now being challenged in a modern world of uncertainty and change. 

1. Honesty: The Heart of Trust 

The first and perhaps most vital value that dominated the debate was honesty. The American people were 

paying attention to what their candidates said—and more importantly—what they had a history of doing. 

Harris’s promises sounded good, but their record was filled with contradictions. Trump, on the other hand, built 

their campaign around a consistent message of transparency and truth. Americans yearned for a leader who 

spoke plainly and acted according to their word. 

2. Cost of Living: The Struggle is Real 

As Americans grapple with soaring costs, the cost of living became a focal point. For 62% of Americans, the 

prices of everyday essentials have skyrocketed since the pandemic. Harris, however, failed to address the stark 

reality many face daily. Trump not only acknowledged the struggle but proposed actionable solutions, offering 

hope to those who felt forgotten. 

3. Homeland Safety and Security: A Call for Strong Leadership 

The question of homeland security weighed heavily on voters’ minds. With the increasing threats both 

domestic and foreign, the American people wanted a president who would protect the integrity of the nation 

from all forms of invasion—misguided or otherwise. Trump emerged as the clear choice, promising a renewed 

focus on national security and defense, while Harris's approach appeared more reactionary than proactive. 

4. Community Safety: The Foundation of Our Lives 

Despite claims that American neighborhoods were safer than ever, many citizens felt that community safety 

had drastically deteriorated. Harris’s rhetoric about safer cities clashed with the lived reality of rising crime 

rates. Trump, with a focus on strengthening local law enforcement and community trust, won over voters who 

believed that a safer America begins in their own backyard. 

5. Inflation: Struggling with Higher Prices 

The economic strain of inflation was felt in every corner of the nation. While Harris downplayed the impact, 

claiming that the price of goods had remained steady, voters saw their paychecks shrink as prices doubled. 

Trump, offering a practical approach to curb inflation and restore financial stability, gained traction with those 

who were no longer willing to accept empty promises. 



 
 

6. WAR: A Call for Peace 

With global conflicts escalating, the American people sought a leader who knew how to end wars rather than 

perpetuate them. Harris’s track record of supporting military intervention was met with skepticism, while 

Trump, emphasizing diplomacy and strategic withdrawal, offered a much-needed promise of peace. Voters, 

weary of endless conflict, leaned towards Trump’s vision of a more peaceful world. 

7. Genderism: Protecting Women's Rights 

In a society increasingly divided on issues of genderism, one of the most contentious debates revolved around 

women’s sports and gender identity. Trump made a bold stand: women’s sports should remain for women, 

and children should have the right to know their biological sex. In a country that celebrates fairness and 

opportunity, this stance resonated with voters concerned about the erosion of gender-based rights and 

protections. 

8. Elections: Securing the Integrity of Our Vote 

As election integrity became a pressing issue, Americans overwhelmingly supported voter identification. 

Harris's refusal to mandate identity verification raised doubts about their commitment to fair and transparent 

elections. Trump, advocating for common-sense reforms to ensure every vote was counted fairly, won the trust 

of voters who sought to restore confidence in the electoral system. 

9. Generation Shift: Empowering the Next Generation 

The younger generation—hardworking, educated, and resilient—was the true force behind the generation shift 

that defined this election. Harris’s focus on handouts and welfare programs failed to resonate with this new 

breed of voters who desire independence and opportunity. Trump, recognizing the untapped potential of the 

youth, called for empowering them to lead the country into a brighter future, tapping into their courage and 

ingenuity. 

10. Taxes: A Heavy Burden 

With taxes at an all-time high, many Americans felt that they are being overtaxed at every level: federal, state, 

and local. The tax burden was simply too much. Trump’s promise to reduce taxes, enabling individuals to save 

more for the future, was a breath of fresh air for those struggling to keep up with the ever-increasing cost of 

government. 

11. Border Security: Protecting the Nation 

One of the most pressing concerns for voters was border security. Americans wanted to feel secure within their 

own borders. Harris’s more lenient stance on immigration was met with concern, as illegal crossings and the 

lack of control over borders continued to rise. Trump’s firm stance on securing the borders and creating a fair, 

effective immigration system resonated with voters who wanted to protect their nation from uncontrolled entry. 



 
 

12. Class Warfare: Unity, Not Division 

Lastly, the media’s portrayal of class warfare and racism at every turn had deeply divided the American 

public. While mainstream media seemed intent on highlighting differences and stoking conflict, Americans on 

the ground knew better. Neighbors helped neighbors, and families supported each other through thick and thin. 

Trump’s message of unity and support for all people, regardless of their economic status, was a beacon of hope 

amidst the divisive rhetoric of Harris. 

13. Abortion: A Return to the States 

The issue of abortion was another point of contention. Harris falsely claimed that Trump had banned abortions 

nationwide, but the truth was much simpler. In 2022, the Supreme Court overturned the federal protections 

established by Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, returning the power to regulate abortion to the 

states. This decision took place during the Biden Harris term, not during Trump’s term. Trump simply 

supported the decision to return this power to the states, a position that Harris misrepresented in a way that 

served to mislead the electorate. As always, honesty played a crucial role in how this issue was perceived. 

14. Religious Freedom: Defending Faith 

Under the leadership of the Biden-Harris administration, there was a clear attack on religious freedom. Harris 

and her allies continuously implied that those who stood by their religious convictions were out of touch and 

ignorant of the world’s greater needs. Trump, however, championed the rights of individuals to practice their 

faith freely and without condemnation, gaining the support of many who felt their religious beliefs were under 

siege. 

15. Education: The Fight for Parental Rights 

The state of education became another point of division. Harris and the Democratic Party launched a full-scale 

assault on the public school system, stripping parents of their rights to influence the education of their own 

children. In contrast, Trump supported school choice and parental involvement in educational decisions. 

Furthermore, Biden’s (Harris’s) allocation of taxpayer dollars to student debt forgiveness angered hard-

working middle-class families who felt their tax contributions were being misused. Voters sided with Trump, 

who promised to return power to the families. 

The Victorious Candidate 

After an exhausting campaign, marked by debates over fundamental American values, Trump emerged 

victorious. The American people, weary of division and empty promises, rallied behind a candidate who was 

not only honest but pragmatic, who understood the struggles they faced and had a clear plan to address them. 

In the end, it wasn’t just about the policies—it was about the people. Trump won because he spoke to the heart 

of what it means to be an American: a commitment to truth, security, fairness, and unity. He became the leader 



 
 

the nation needed, not because he had all the answers, but because he had the courage to confront the challenges 

head-on, knowing that together, America’s best days are still ahead. 

 

George S. Bunker 

 

 


