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A note from the President 
 

Dear Friends, 

Once again a warm hello and thank you for giving me this opportunity to 

present to you our second Annual Report. 

This year has no doubt been an epic year. Epic in terms of how an invisible 

microbe brought the entire human race to its knees! It has made all of us 

question our assumptions and wisdom of everything that we thought we 

knew. Nature has its own way of teaching us humans in the most unusual 

way. The biggest learning it has left us with is that it is futile to take care of 

only yourself when everyone around you hasn’t. 

With over 78 million families in India struggling with poverty, the implications are loud. Please take 

care of them too! We at Shifting Orbits Foundation have taken the mandate on ourselves to be the 

“partners” for these families and make their children’s education our single most obsessive mission. 

With all the lock-down and unlock downs, we have had our share of trouble in achieving all that we 

hoped for, but yet we have been able to make progress. With status of Ed Institutes of the entire 

country in an uncertain state, it's been both a blessing (because it paused the inequity that was 

growing and gave us the time to cover the grade-gaps for the kids we support) and a curse (Textbook 

non availability, restrictions on getting kids together for learnings etc.). But we are glad to claim that 

we ensured that learning does not stop for our orbit shifters! 

Thanks to well-wishers like you, Our Year 2 saw us grow our reach from 21 to 78 families. We now 

operate from 4 locations in Bangalore. We also had the honor of getting pre-incubated at IIM 

Bangalore NSRCEL and Teach for India’s InnovatED incubation programs. Yes – If you haven’t 

noticed it yet – The “sapling” in our cover page has grown from last year’s annual report! 

Needless to say, none of this would have been possible without our well-wishers encouragement 

and our donors trust.  

With our bigger audacious dream for the future, we once again seek all your well wishes and support 

in making this dream as much as yours as it is ours! 

The orbits are shifting! Help us shift more! 

Thank you! 

With Gratitude and Regards,  

 

 

 

Shekar Hariharan 

Founder and President  

           Shekar Hariharan
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About Shifting Orbits Foundation 

What are we trying to do? 

We are a nonprofit organization focused on embracing the economically challenged families 

and providing them a sustained support to continue their children's educational journey. 

We love to imagine ourselves as the "Uber for the low income family's 

educational journey" 

Like Uber, we go to their doorsteps, be with them through the journey and drop them 

only at their final destination!   

 

Why are we doing this ? 

We strongly believe education is a life altering tool that can help "defeat" the vicious cycle of 

inter-generational poverty. However we also learnt that continuing this educational journey 

is an overwhelming ordeal for the economically challenged families!  The "cracks" and the 

"constraints" surrounding their lives are just too many for them to continue keeping their 

children's "education" as their priority! That’s the issue that bothers us deeply! 

 

 Our Vision, Mission and Belief 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply put - We are on a mission to do “everything” possible to 

get low-income families complete their child’s education 
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About Shifting Orbits Foundation 

Our Approach 

We start on the premise that we are ill equipped to understand any problem that we 

ourselves don’t face, no matter how empathetic we may think we are. Also we strongly 

believe in a long term involvement where we are with the family for anywhere between 5 to 

10 years. Once inducted we start a series of Human Centered Design Iterations with the 

family to solve EVERY hurdle that might impair the ability of their child to complete their 

education. We do this by either connecting them to existing solutions or funding them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Interventions through the journey of the child 
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Our Impact so far and road ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We strongly believe that the only metrics that matters to us is the "destination" that we 

dream for each of our cohorts. In fact we call each of our cohorts NOT by the year of them 

joining us, but the year they will graduate and get their job!  

Our Year 1 journey had 21 families who had embraced us for helping them in their child's 

educational journey.  

In Year 2 - We are now covering 70+ families across 5 locations in Bangalore. The 

children's age range from 12 to 20 and are currently studying in different grades / schools 

and colleges. Hopefully our "satellite centers" staffed with our own alumni/teachers from 

the community will soon start playing the role of "force-multipliers" and uplift the 250-200 

households in each of the communities we touch! 

Our interventions at this point includes taking over full/partial finances of their school 

expenses, bi-monthly progress check with schools and parents, training and supporting 

hand-picked tuition teachers/field staff in filling the ed-gaps and lastly mentoring/ 

counselling sessions with both parents and children. We are also constantly in talks with 

partner organizations on providing other services like "financial umbrella" (Insurance, Saving 

Plans and access to low interest loans), Career Awareness, Re-skilling and more that will help 

families stay on the path towards educating their child!  
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All about our cohorts 
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 Our First Graduate/Alumni 

As a principle, we try not to publish or broadcast photos of our 

cohorts until we get them to their destination. Hence John is all 

you will get to meet at the moment! 
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 Financials – Audited Reports (FY 2019-20) 
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Our Team and the Board  
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Our Team and the Board  
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Our Donors 

THANKS! 

Our heartfelt thanks to all our donors, who placed such an immense trust on us and 

contributed to our cause and made it their own!  We assure you, the dents have been made 

in the universe and we will continue shifting the orbits and the destiny of many more as we 

go along.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Split of our donor base 2018 to 2020 (data up to Oct 2020) 
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The story of your contributions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data for 2020-2021 is only from April 2020 to Oct 2020 
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Your role in our journey 
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Connect With Us!              

+91 968 657 7038 | contact@shiftingorbits.org 


