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Confident, Respectful, Curious Kids

Mission Statement
To provide an education where all children are able to develop into, well-rounded and
resilient young people who are capable of dealing with an ever changing world to
prepare our children for the future.




Community and School

General Description of the School

Waikari School with a current roll of 36 students, caters for students in Years 1-8 and has a warn
and positive character. [t presently has two small multi-level classes (years 1-4 and years 5-8) witl
a teaching principal, and two classroom teachers. In 2022 Year 4’s are taught literacy in a separat
classroom from Years 1-3. Each class has a teacher aide (Learning Assistant)

The students enjoy a positive learning environment that acknowledges their success, effort an
achievement. The teachers have created an environment for students that focuses on promoting thei
achievement and learning. Teaching staff use positive approaches for managing student behaviou
and promote a culture of respect within the classrooms through the use of our unique values

(PRIDE).

Needs-based learning programmes accommodate the diverse learning needs of all students. Student
learn in contexts that are relevant to their everyday lives. Teachers share learning outcomes witl
students, and routines within the classrooms are well established and focussed on learning anc

achieving.

Description of School Community

The school derives its pupils from the Waikari village urban area as well as the surrounding rural
farming sector. There is a wide socio-economic range in the community - ranging from families
with young children to retired persons who have lived in the district all of their lives.

Parents are very supportive in school: class programmes, sports programmes, grounds
maintenance, transporting children, camps, class trips and fundraising.

Facilities available to residents in Waikari include the school pool, school playground, a
community centre, medical centre, shops and a playground in the village. Close activities include
swimming, fishing, horse trekking and many other popular outdoor activities.

Amberley the closest town, offers a medical centre, district library, covered swimming pool,
bowling green, supermarket and other shops, hotels, restaurants and cafes. The school is close to
the Waipara wine growing district. The Hanmer Springs Thermal resort and ski fields are about 1
- 1.5 hours’ driving distance from the school. Waikari is renowned for its Maori cave artwork and
the Waikari Walkway provides access to the Maori rock drawings in the Weka Pass Reserve and
of course enhances the views of the local mountain ranges as well as passing through an area rich
in natural beauty and history.

The school contributes to Hurunui College some 8 kms away.



Recognising New Zealand’s Cultural Diversity

In recognising the unique position of the Maorl culture, Waikari School provides instruction in
tikanga (Maori culture) and Te Reo Maori (Maor1 language) for all students.

Aspects of te reo Maori are taught on a weekly basis as well as informally throughout
the class programme. I[ntegration into topic / inquiry units is made when relevant.
Continued professional development occurs when available and in staff meetings.
Teaching includes daily whole school whakatauki, thanks for kai, whole school
waiatas and mihimihi. Whole school phrases are taught, used and displayed in the

school environment. Mihimihi begin simply with visual pictures, progressing to a
simple written mihi and then a more complex mihi. Maori language displays (posters,

sayings) are throughout the school and displayed in a place where they can be seen by
the children.

The school runs a kapahaka programme and the children have presented at the North
Canterbury Kapahaka Festival, and at local events.

The school liaises with Ngai Tahu Iwi personnel, and teachers have had professional
development in tikanga Maori and te reo. The school is very respectful of the history of the

Kaiapoi Pa.

TIPU MAIA — COMMUNITY OF LEARNING

Since 2016 Waikari School has been a member of Tipu Maia — a community of 13 school
made up of six area schools and seven smaller contributing primary schools on the periphera
of the Christchurch region. The region extends towards Oxford and Hanmer Springs in th
west, Cheviot to the north and Akaroa in the east. At the heart of the cluster are the share
values of education from Y1-13 and, for most, the challenges faced with being geographicall

isolated.
Our vision for this community is:
“Brave, capable confident learners working together to enable high quality schools wit

excellent teaching to create the best future for each and every learner”

The community has appointed a new Lead Principal in 2021 Mr Mike Hart.



Principles, Values and Key Competencies

The Principles, Values and Key Competencies of the New Zealand Curriculum will be embedded
throughout the Waikari School Programmes of Work.

The Waikari School Community has adopted through the New Zealand Curriculum, a set of
Values that they believe are important to their School Community.

VALUES/ CORE BELIEFS
We, at Waikari School believe..........
that “Confident, Respectful, Curious Kids” develop when the whole school community

demonstrates:

P.R.ID.E

* Perseverance- Keep trying even when it gets tough (Resilient)
® Respect- Look after ourselves, others and the environment

* [ntegrity- Do the right thing even when no one is looking

* Difference- Make a difference — a change that will mnspire

® Excellence- Always do and be your best

PB4L

At Waikari School we want our children to:
* Be happy and engaged in learning
Be respectful of themselves, others and the environment
Feel safe and secure
Be compassionate communicators
Seek help as well as support others
e Reflect our school “PRIDE” values
Waikari School promotes “Positive Behaviour for Leamning”

Student Organisation
In 2022 the school is made up of two classes Weka (Year 0-4) and Kea (Year 5-8). Our four birds
(Weka, Kea, Karearea and Pouakai) represent four learning levels with the fantail representative o

our pre-schoolers.
The children are organised into vertical house groupings for further activities/ challenges. They ar

Kauri, Totara, Rimu and Matai.
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