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STARTING A BUSINESS IN MINNESOTA- Quick Start Guide 
STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR BUSINESS STRUCTURE
☐ Decide whether your business will be a:
· Sole Proprietorship
· Partnership
· LLC
· Corporation
Consider consulting an attorney or accountant before making your decision. 

STEP 2: CHOOSE A BUSINESS NAME
☐ Search your business name availability through the Minnesota Secretary of State.
☐ Determine if you need to file an Assumed Name (DBA).
Minnesota Secretary of State Business Search
https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/Search

STEP 3: REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS
☐ Create an account with the Minnesota Secretary of State.
☐ File your LLC, Corporation, Partnership, or Assumed Name registration.
Minnesota Business & Lien System
https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/ 

STEP 4: GET YOUR TAX ID NUMBERS
☐ Apply for a Federal EIN (Employer Identification Number).
☐ Obtain a Minnesota Tax ID Number.
☐ Register for Sales Tax if required.
IRS EIN Application
https://www.irs.gov/ein
Minnesota Department of Revenue
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/guide/registering-your-business 

STEP 5: CHECK LICENSES & PERMITS
☐ Determine if your business requires:
· Professional licensing
· Local permits
· Health permits
· Environmental permits
Minnesota eLicensing
https://mn.gov/elicense/ 

STEP 6: SET UP YOUR BUSINESS
☐ Open a business bank account
☐ Set up bookkeeping/accounting
☐ Obtain appropriate business insurance
☐ Create business records system
☐ Determine if employees will be hired 

QUICK LINKS
Secretary of State
www.sos.state.mn.us
IRS EIN
www.irs.gov/ein
Minnesota Department of Revenue
www.revenue.state.mn.us
Minnesota eLicensing
www.mn.gov/elicense
Minnesota Unemployment Insurance
www.uimn.org
Department of Labor & Industry
www.dli.mn.gov 

Need Help? 
West Central Minnesota Small Business Development Center
Confidential no-cost business advising, startup assistance, and business planning support.
West Central MN SBDC and the Minnesota SBDC Network is a proud part of the Department of Employment and Economic Development in the State of Minnesota. It is funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration. All opinions, conclusions, and/or recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the SBA. Minnesota SBDC is a nationally accredited member of America’s SBDC. To request accommodation or discuss accessibility needs, please contact (218) 299-6605 in advance to allow adequate time for coordination.
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