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“President’s Ponderings”
   by Linda Pedersen
In the September 2010 Timberlake Times, I wrote in President’s Ponderings of  how a very brief  event occurred while 
walking my favorite Timberlake road with my Golden and Wheaton.  It personified to me “A Thin Place” spoken of  in Irish 
Celtic lore.  I know others have had similar moments if  you’ve lived here long enough. We Timberlakers are blessed in so 
many ways to have a special place where we can be removed from the noise, smell, and congestion of  urban environments. 

• Space to breathe this wonderful clean air
• Walking, jogging, cycling or horseback riding on the backroads and only meeting the wildlife of  Timberlake
• The overwhelming brightness of  the stars at night
• Fragrance of  pine trees and sagebrush after a heavy dew or rain
• Sunrises shining on the striated sandstone cliffs and sunsets behind them
• A sense of  peace and all is well with one’s soul on a morning walk beside the lake or skimming the surface in a kayak
• Fog as it lies in the valley when the cool air and humidity collide
• Experience all four seasons as in life
• Seeing the majestic Elk on their journey to and from the lake
• Relaxing with a morning steaming cup of  coffee or a glass of  wine in the late afternoon surrounded by nature
• The simple friendly gesture of  a wave of  the hand as we pass each other on the road 

We borrow this “Thin Place” for a period of  time during our life and then we must eventually release it to another hoping we 
left the forest healthier and our imprint miniscule.  To whom much is given, much is required!  THANK YOU stewards of  
this pristine place and all the selfless souls who share your talents whether they be musical and artistic, or protect us from fire 
and give us emergency care, or help build the trails for us to experience the hidden beauty of  the Commons along the cliffs, 
or work to support and give back to the community through volunteering, or the simple act 
of  knowing when your neighbor needs help.  You are a gift beyond measure to Timberlake.

Photo by Shirl Henderson
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Timberlake Ranch Superheroes
by Nancy and Wayne Ramm
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Yes, my friends, Timberlake Ranch has its very own team of superheroes! Cleverly disguised under the 
name Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department, Station 55, these selfless men and women not only 
protect us from the eminent danger of fire, they are ready at a moment’s notice to provide medical and 
physical assistance.

With a strong legacy of leadership, this team is clearly committed to our little community. Not many of us 
would be willing to drop everything, leave family events, or give up a peaceful night’s rest to race into 
the dark of night to the latest unknown chaos or emergency. But they do.

Once on scene, their remarkable leadership and training are readily apparent. In deciding a course of 
action, there is no delay, indecision, or debate, only fluidity and focus, and at all times they are 
professional and empathetic. Hundreds of hours of training go into this amazing volunteer team, who are 
laser-focused in their quest for excellence, but it is their powerful desire to serve their neighbors that 
fuels them, as well as fortifies the unified spirit of Station 55. There is no paycheck, only the private 
reward of giving back and safeguarding our beautiful, rural community.

Dealing with people at sometimes the lowest point in their lives, their humanity is on full display as they 
never lose sight of the need for kindness, empathy, and compassion. Our family will be forever grateful 
and thank them for their unwavering commitment to serve and the sacrifice of their personal time and 
energy.

Yes, Timberlake Ranch, there are superheroes living among us. The only things that are missing are the 
capes.

Back row: 
Rick Farrell, 
Mike Broderick, 
Frank Beissel, 
Wade Aubuchon,
Lesley Barbour,
Bill Sanders. 

Front row: 
Maria Shaw, 
Trish Anderson, 
Andy Wilson, 
Melinda Aubuchon, 
Julie Farrell. 
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Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department: Station 55

IMPORTANT!
To avoid delays 

when calling for  help, please 
do not call members of the 

fire department directly. 
The call needs to be sent through the 
Dispatch Center for proper response.

When calling 9-1-1, 

 to tell the dispatcher you need

Otherwise, first responders could be 
dispatched all the way from Grants. 
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Hose training: Wade Aubuchon, Trish Anderson, Frank Beissel, Andy Wilson, Rick Farrell, Lesley Barbour, Mike Broderick, and Julie Farrell (not pictured).

The Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department on September 
11, 2023. Click to view article.  

Trish Anderson
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Timberlake Neighborhood Volunteers
The last events for the season are now in the rearview mirror.  The Mystic Bluffs Fly-in and Annual 
Silent Auction/Labor Day BBQ were a tremendous success.  The volunteers raised a significant 
amount of  money because of  the generosity of  landowners who donated quality items for the Silent 
Auction.  The money raised has stayed in the Timberlake community to help fund various projects 
since 2007 and the list is lengthy.

Thank You all who made this year’s beautiful quilt!
The Henderson household had the pleasure of being the 
successful winner (after several attempts).

A little bit of everything!
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Mystic Bluffs Fly-In
This year’s sunny, calm clear skies and a dry airstrip made up for last year’s rain and mud. A good 
turnout, with everyone enjoying a hearty breakfast provided by the Timberlake Volunteers.  
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Makers of Timberlake 
Rose Carlson, Horse Trail Consultant
Interview by Rachel Schali

Rachel:  How did you find out about Timberlake?

Rose: We were living in southern New Mexico near Alamogordo; I retired and Stan had been retired for a 
while. We’ve both like the Zuni Mountains. We used to work in Grants at the NMSU Branch campus and lived 
in the Zuni Mountains at that time. After we retired, we were ready for a change and decided to move back near 
the Zuni’s. We knew about Timberlake Ranch from when we lived in the Zuni Mountains before. We started 
looking and found a nice house listed in Timberlake Ranch and purchased it. We have been here for about a 
year and half. 

Rachel: The Zuni Mountains are amazing. Your horse Shamal has a lovely-sounding name, what does it mean?

Rose: That’s quite interesting actually, he’s a registered Arabian horse. I bought him from his breeder who lives 
in Nebraska. His registered name is Ata Al Shamal and that actually means “Gift of  the Night Wind”. He was 
named that because he was born in the middle of  the night during a large windstorm. So that’s how he got his 
name. I just shortened it to Shamal because it’s easier to say instead of  the whole thing. Most people do that if  
they have a registered horse, they have a barn name.
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Rose and Shamal
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Rachel: How did you come to be the horse trail consultant for the new commons trail? 

Rose: Laughs, I don’t know. I’d been trying to find trails to ride because when I first got here, I was just riding the 
roads. I’m a trail rider and prefer riding trails rather than roads. I met your husband Ron, at my very first board 
meeting. I knew from the Timberlake Ranch website there were horse access points on the ranch giving access to 
power line trails in the common land and residents were allowed to ride/hike in the common land. He took me 
around and showed me all the access points.

Rachel: The horse trails? 

Rose: No, the access points to the power lines in the common land, which was what I was going to ride. When I 
heard about the trail, I was quite excited and wanted to help build it. One thing led to another and as I was a horse 
rider, I became the “horse consultant”. I wanted to make sure the trail was constructed in a manner that it would 
be suitable for horses to ride as well as people to walk and hike on it. 

Rachel: So, what are the standards? 

Rose: I’m not sure of  official standards, but really you need it to be wide enough so that a horse can walk on it. 
A person can walk on a much narrower trail.. It doesn’t have to be wide all the time, but for sure when you have a 
steep downhill or uphill with a drop off on one side; on a really narrow trail it’s is easy for a horse to get one of  
their feet off the edge. I’d say 24 inches on steep sections, 18 inches on flat terrain. 

Rachel: Really, so it’s not that big.

Rose: It’s really narrow trail, it’s easy for a horse to get one of  
their feet off the edge. I’d say 24 inches on steep sections, 
18 inches on flat terrain. 

Rachel: Really, so it’s not that big.

Rose: No, it doesn’t really need to be that wide. Horses are very 
agile animals and can handle all kinds of  terrain. Another 
important aspect is that you need to have overhead clearance 
as when you are on your horse’s back, you are much taller.

Rachel: Yeah, laughing, that would be nice.

Rose: It really is quite simple.

Rachel: Is there a standard clearance, how high does it 
have to be?

Rose: The best way is to ride the trail and if  we have to duck, 
then we need to trim the overhanging branches. I would say 
seven to eight feet clearance would be adequate for most riders.
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Kathy Waller and Rose Carlson with their horses.

Makers of Timberlake, continued                                Rose Carlson, Horse Trail Consultant
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Rachel: How do we design a trail to be friendly to horses?

Rose: Once again, just make it at least 18 to 24 inches wide and have enough clearance for rider. If  it crosses slick 
rock, you can put some sand on it to give horses traction, or have alternate route they can take. 

Rachel: So not a lot of  rock, height for the rider on the horse.

Rose: Pretty common-sense stuff actually. One other thing if  you are trying to go up steep inclines, then you need 
to include switchbacks. Same for hikers also. 

Rachel: Switchbacks are nice. What should people do if  they see a horse on the trail?

Rose: The best thing to do is stay visible and talk to people. Once a horse hears the rider and hiker talking, they 
know it’s just a person and there’s nothing to be scared of. 

Rachel: So stay visible and talk to the rider?

Rose: Yes, and normal trail etiquette is for horse riders to have priority over hikers; move off the trail to let the 
rider pass. Some riders will move off trail and let the hiker go by. Whatever works best in each situation. Just a 
matter of  communication between the riders and hikers. I usually let people meet my horse if  they are interested. 
Kids especially like to see the horses. It’s always important to ask the rider first before approaching their horse 
though. 

Rachel: What’s your experience of  the trail?

Rose: I’ve been a trail rider for 27 years and have ridden a lot of  trails. I’ve ridden in some very beautiful places, 
in the Zuni Mountains, up on Mount Taylor near Grants (Lobo Canyon), and southern New Mexico in the 
Lincoln National Forest near Cloudcroft and Ruidoso. I also competed in the sport of  endurance for several years, 
here in New Mexico, Texas and Arizona. 

This is my first experience building a trail; I’m learning 
a lot, and having a lot of  fun. The ultimate goal is to 
have at least 8 miles of  hiking/ riding trail on the 
Common Land in Timberlake Ranch for residents 
and guests to access the beauty of  the ranch without 
having to be on the roads. There is a place at the base 
of  the cliffs that Greg Brooks (trail master) took me to 
that he is calling Timberlake Point. The views there are 
incredible. You have a 360-degree view of  Timberlake 
Ranch and Box S. The plan is to build the trail to that 
point so everyone can enjoy close up the incredibly 
beautiful place we all live in. Currently, we are working 
on the section from Cottonwood Loop to Aspen Loop 
that we hope to finish this year. Next year, we will start 
on the trail to Timberlake Point. 
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Makers of Timberlake, continued                                Rose Carlson, Horse Trail Consultant

Trail volunteers hard at work 
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Rachel: What’s your experience on this trail specifically?

Rose: I’ve ridden it many times and I absolutely love it. There are a few spots that are a little tough on the horse 
where the trail goes across a section of  granite and some rock steps, but we can go around on the edge. It’s a good 
trail for the horses, some easy sections, but it also has some challenging areas which is good. What I usually do is 
ride the trail until the end (which right now is Cottonwood Loop), then ride along the power lines that are in 
common land. Sometimes we ride into the common land and do some bushwhacking which is fun also. Again, I 
just love the Timberlake Trail and hope more people get out and hike/ride it. The trail is just such a fantastic 
addition to Timberlake Ranch. So much more enjoyable than riding or walking along the roads. 

Rose: I come off this trail and I have a big smile on my face, I absolutely love it.

Rachel: And there’s these places I never knew existed.

Rose: Like the amphitheater. When we were scouting for the trail between Cottonwood Loop and Aspen Loop, 
we found a grotto that looks like there’ll be a waterfall over the edge when it rains. 

Rachel: Is there anything you want to tell us that I didn’t ask about?

Rose: I encourage everyone to come out and use the trail, both hikers and riders. There are many ways to help 
with Timberlake Trail in addition to actually working on building the trail. You can find out more information 
about the trail and how you can help on the Timberlake Ranch website (trnews.info). When you go on website, on 
the menu under Everything Else, scroll down until you see link for Trails. Click on Application to have your 
contact information forwarded to Greg Brookes, trail master, so you can be added to the contact list for further 
information about helping with the trail. The more people helping the better. 
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Rich ?, Rick Antosh, Greg Brookes, Rose Carlson, Stan Carlson, Ron Schali and Gail Ratko (not pictured) after a hard day’s work. 

Makers of Timberlake, continued                                Rose Carlson, Horse Trail Consultant
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Timberlake Ranch Trails
by Rachel Schali

The Timberlake trail history goes all the way back to the beginning of  the subdivision, when some properties 
had right of  ways on the property for equestrian trails to give access to Common Land. Land was set aside for 
recreational use for anyone in Timberlake. Hikers have used the Commons for twenty years since I’ve lived here, 
mostly using deer paths, tree lines, and arroyos.

There has been trail building, mostly by equestrian users, for at least fifteen years. My old neighbor Mary Jo 
Wallen, and her friend Shirl tied streamers, as trail markers to trees, designating trails, some are still up.

Within the last five years there has been a renewed interest in building trails. Now that we have Greg Brookes, an 
experienced trail builder who worked extensively on the Pacific Crest Trail, the trails are getting more defined 
and beautiful areas of  Common Land are more accessible, even for retired folks like me. We are printing signs so 
people know where the trails are. Below you will find a map. There are Common Lands trails rules on the TRLA 
website.

Please stay on the trails and follow the rules, to protect private properties, hikers, equestrians, and the Common 
Land areas. The electric line easements on private properties are not public trails. While using the electric 
line easements for trails in the Common Land areas, please stay at least ten feet inside the Common Land side to 
make sure you are not trespassing on private property, as the electric lines can stray a bit . Thank you and enjoy!
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FIREPLACES AND GAS APPLIANCES
Give your fireplace a thorough inspection to mitigate risks. Over time, soot and creosote 
can build up in your home’s chimney, increasing the risk of a fire. 
If you have a gas fireplace, the pilot lights should be relit according to manufacturer 
instructions. Gas fireplaces should also be cleaned and inspected.

GET YOUR EQUIPMENT READY. 
Check all car and equipment batteries. Make sure shovels and snowblowers are easily 
accessible. Start up generators to be sure you can depend on them when power is lost. 

CHECK SMOKE DETECTORS AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 
Proper ventilation is especially important in the winter months when you are using the 
furnace and fireplace. It’s important to check the batteries in your smoke detector and 
carbon monoxide detectors routinely. 

STOCK VEHICLES FOR EMERGENCIES.
Your winter emergency kit should include basic survival supplies, safety items, car 
maintenance tools, and winter clothing to help you stay comfortable and safe if 
you get stuck on the side of the road or need to wait out a storm. 

PREVENT PIPES FROM FREEZING
Don’t turn the heat below 55 degrees in your house. To prevent frozen pipes, insulate 
pipes near windows, doors and in unheated areas of your home.

Get ready, the snow is coming.  
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Timberlake by the Numbers 

2007 – 2008 2019 2020-2021 2022-2023

Full Time 65 82 77 88

Part Time 10 18 21 30

Recreational 48 64 62 56

Vacant 3 5 2 1

Rentals 4 4 1

Under Construction 6 5 7 8

TOTAL 126 173 175 184

As of May 2023, Timberlake landowners (574) reside in 30 states and two foreign countries (England and 
Switzerland.) The top three states landowners come from are New Mexico (52%) Arizona (33%) CA (8%).

The Rosie Alert was established as an alert system for Timberlake residents. Receive emails with  
information about safety situations, road conditions, and missing, injured, or found pets and livestock. 
to sign up, contact Rosie Alerts by email here. 

ROSIE Alert
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President
LINDA PEDERSEN
Phone: 505.783.0908
pete137@juno.com

Treasurer
STEVE STEVENS
Phone: 923.580.4291 
trlatreasurer@gmail.com 

Secretary
JUDI McCLELLAN-MURPHY 
Phone: 505.236.4552
trlasecretary@gmail.com 

Communications, 
Architectural & Maintenance
JULIE FARRELL 
Phone: 602.920.1384
julie.farrell923@gmail.com

Vice President & Director
MARY ANN ARMIJO
Phone: 505.783.4190 
maryarmijo611@gmail.com

Roads
JOE MARTINEZ
Phone: 602.677.9625
trlaroads@gmail.com 

Commons, Architectural & Maintenance
STEVE WILLS
Phone: 505.783.0122 
trlacommons@gmail.com 

Timberlake  T imes

TRLA BOARD MEMBERS

TRLA Webmaster:  
webmastertrla@gmail.com

Timberlake Times Newsletter: 
trlatimberlaketimes@gmail.com

TRLA Website: 

http://www.trnews.info/
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Timberlake Times Editors: 
trlatimberlaketimes@gmail.comStay Connected!

TRLA 

Financial 

Reports 

      $$

EMERGENCY 
EVACUATION 

& 
EMS INFO

Update or 
confirm your 
contact info

HERE.

to 
TIMBERLAKE RANCH

for new owner information, 
key requests, and more

BULLETIN BOARD

Subscribe/
Unsubscribe, or  

suggestions 
for future 
content?

PHOTOS? 
CLICK HERE!

TRLA Website:
http://www.trnews.info/

Cibola County 
Treasurer’s Office: 
CLICK HERE

McKinley County 
Treasurer’s Office: 
CLICK HERE

Don’t forget…
Correct mailing address is critical 
for property taxes!

After three years of nonpayment of property taxes, the 
NM Delinquent Property Tax Bureau takes possession 
of the property and auctions are scheduled by county. 
There is no recourse for the landowner.
 
Both McKinley County and Cibola County auctions have 
resumed after a long hiatus due to COVID. To view the 
list of properties scheduled for auction, use this link: 
https://www.tax.newmexico.gov/businesses/property-
tax-overview/delinquent-property-tax-auctions
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 By Independent staff 

 SANTA FE —   On Thursday, Attor-
ney General Raúl Torrez filed a lawsuit 
with Santa Fe’s First Judicial District 
Court against Carite of Gallup and their 
company leadership. The lawsuit alleges 
that Carite directed the use of “trade-in-
schemes” that have burdened consumers 
with thousands of dollars in debts and 
wreaked havoc on their credit scores. 

The lawsuit arose from numerous 
complaints sent to the New Mexico At-
torney General’s Office and New Mexico 

Legal Aid.
Carite is located at 1200 West Jeffer-

son Avenue in Gallup. Carite of Gallup 
management allegedly directed their staff 
to engage in trade-in-schemes that con-
sisted of the business negotiating with the 
consumer to trade in their vehicle, on the 
belief that Carite of Gallup would pay the 

balance of the loan. However, consumers 
who agreed to trade their vehicles with 
Carite of Gallup began receiving phone 
calls from debt collectors. Upon research, 
consumers uncovered that Carite of Gallup 
failed to pay off the car loans of the trade-
in vehicle, as promised, leaving consum-
ers liable to pay. These debts would then 

be sent to collection agencies, severely 
impacting consumers’ credit scores.

The business also allegedly did not 
register vehicles within the time frame 
as required by law and failed to fund gap 
insurance and other add-on products con-
sumers believed they were receiving upon 
purchase of a vehicle. The defendants are 

also accused of falsifying consumers’ 
income on credit applications leaving 
consumers with a car payment they could 
not afford. It is estimated that the victims 
of Carite of Gallup have cumulatively lost 
thousands of dollars from these unfair 
trade practices based on the information 
gathered thus far.

Ruined credit scores
“The defendants in this lawsuit have ru-

 AG Torrez files lawsuit against Carite of Gallup 
Cites deceptive business practices

 Miss Navajo Council gala 
celebrates 70 years of pageant 
 By Jody Wilson
Diné Bureau

jwilson@gallupindependent.com 

    ST. MICHAELS, Ariz. — On 
Thursday, the Miss Navajo Council 
hosted Celebrating 70 Years of Miss 
Navajo Nation Gala at the Navajo Arts 
and Craft Headquarters in St. Mi-
chaels, Arizona.

Over 25 former Miss Navajo Na-

tion titleholders were in attendance 
including Crystalyne Curley, Speaker 
of the 25th Navajo Nation Council and 
Council Delegate Shaandiin Parrish.

The Miss Navajo Council, Incor-

which is independent of the Navajo 
Nation government. The Miss Navajo 
Council recognizes all titleholders 
known as Miss Traditional Navajo, 
Miss Modern Navajo, Miss Navajo, 

and Miss Navajo Nation.
In the fall of 2004, former title-

holders Sarah Johnson Luther and 
Sunny Dooley reached out to former 
Miss Navajos (since 1952) who suc-
cessfully completed their year of reign 
and began the process of forming the 
organization.

 Jay John/For The Independent 

 Miss Navajo 2006-2007 Jocelyn Billy, left, shows 1975-
1976 Miss Navajo Angela Barney Nez, right, a small lapel 
pin with the crest of the United States Naval Ship Navajo. 
The keepsake was made in recognition of the recent chris-
tening of the USNS Navajo in Houma, Louisiana. 

See Miss Navajo Council, 
Page 5

 By Rodd Cayton
Staff writer
rcayton@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   A reported 
domestic dispute has landed two 
people in jail.

Josephine Jones, 30, is ac-
cused of bit-
ing a police 

and trying to 
bite another 

Gallup 
police were 
called late 
Friday to a 
residence 
in the 1700 
block of Elm 
Circle for 
a report of 
a domestic 
altercation.

Charlie 
Watkins was 
among those 
who respond-
ed to the call, 
and wrote a 
police report 

on the incident.

apartment mentioned in the 
call, they heard a female voice 
screaming from inside “get out 
of my house!”

Watkins wrote, and Jones an-
swered, then immediately tried 
to close it.

“When the female opened the 
door, I was hit with a strong odor 
of alcohol,” he wrote.

The report states that he made 
entry and then called for any 
others present in the apartment 
to make themselves known.

At that point, Watkins wrote, 
28-year-old Kegan Jones and 
a boy emerged from a back 
bedroom.

Kegan Jones’ left eye was 
black and had cuts on the eyelid, 
the report states. He also report-
edly had a strong odor of alcohol 
coming from his person, along 
with slurred speech and blood-
shot, watery eyes.

“I asked Kegan what had hap-
pened, and he stated he did not 
know and that (Josephine Jones) 
was just yelling and screaming,” 
Watkins wrote.

 Woman 
accused of 
biting cop, 
resisting 
arrest 

J. Jones

K. Jones

 Timberlake Fire honors 9/11 firefighters 
 By Vida Volkert

Staff writer 
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

    RAMAH – Driving the ambulance along a 
small procession of fire trucks Monday 
morning, Timberlake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Capt. EMS Julie Farrell looked in her 

rear mirror and became emotional.
“When we were on a turn, and you could see us 

all, I got real emotional,” Farrell said later that morn-
ing. “I’m proud of what we have here, and we take 
good care of it.”

trucks from the same department conducting their 
annual drive to honor victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks.

The attacks, perpetrated by the terrorist organi-
 Vida Volkert/Independent 

Chief Andy Wilson, and Capt. Julie Farrell take a break outside their station in 
the Zuni Mountains after conducting the annual 9/11 drive Monday. 

 Vida Volkert/Independent 

 Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department volunteers Monday conduct their annual drive in the Ramah area to honor the victims of 9/11. 

Timberlake remembers

See Ramah remembers, Page 5

 The Associated Press 

    SANTA FE — Prosecu-
tors in New Mexico’s largest 
metro area are taking over all 
cases involving retail theft 
including small-scale shop-
lifting, in efforts to enforce 
new state sanctions against 
coordinated retail crime.

Albuquerque-area District 
Attorney Sam Bregman and 
New Mexico Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham on Tuesday 
announced the approach to 
combatting retail crime.

in the Albuquerque area often 
processed misdemeanor sanc-
tions for shoplifting less than 
$500 worth of merchandise. 
Prosecutors say they can then 
consolidate related cases of 
retail theft over a 90-day pe-
riod and possibly bring felony 
charges.

Lujan Grisham signed 
legislation in April to create 
a new category of “organized 
retail crime” and stiffen pen-
alties for organized theft of 
store merchandize as retailers 
have highlighted losses from 
coordinated pilfering.

“People should be able to 
go to the store without being 
afraid. Business owners are 
also fed up,” said Bregman, 
announcing the new approach 
to prosecution. “We think 
these new changes will hold 
repeat shoplifters account-
able.”

In New Mexico and 
beyond, major retailers are 
trying to curb theft while not 
angering shoppers as they 
lock up everyday items on 
display. A new federal law 
requires online marketplaces 
to verify high-volume sellers 
on their platforms amid 
heightened concerns about 
retail crime.

Lujan Grisham said the 
new approach across Berna-
lillo County will help ensure 
consistent and effective 
efforts to combat retail theft, 

to handle other public safety 
concerns. 

 Albuquerque 
prosecutors 
take new 
approach to 
combatting 
retail theft 
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“As a collective, we felt strongly that 
we have something to offer to our peo-
ple even beyond the one year of being a 
title holder,” said former Miss Navajo, 
Dr. Karletta Chief. “Through that dia-
logue, we received favorable feedback. 
We will form the Miss Navajo Council.”

“Many of us here have a passion to 
continue what we did as Miss Navajo 
and such a powerful group of knowl-
edge from former Miss Navajos that 
can be utilized to continue to preserve 
the Navajo language and culture,” said 
Chief.

Mission
The mission of the council is to 

promote the preservation of Navajo 
language, culture, and tradition; more 

qualities, which identify Navajo women 
as the foundation, strength, and keeper 
of cultural teachings as established by 
White Shell Woman. The council also 
serves as advisory for the current Miss 
Navajo Nation.

Chief said since 2008, the Miss 
Navajo Coalition has held workshops to 
help young women who want to run for 
Miss Navajo prepare. There was also a 
60th Anniversary Lecture Series and 
a Twin Warriors workshop for young 
men. Each year, they have an induction 
ceremony for the outgoing Miss Navajo.

The event also had a panel discus-
sion. Dr. Audra Platero facilitated the 
panel that included former Miss Nava-

jos Crystal Littleben, Tina James-Ta-
foya, Winifred Bessie Jumbo and 
Gilene Begay.

Panelists were asked questions 

them the most, and how the experience 
impacted their career.

Celebrating leadership
The council also held a silent auction 

for bracelets, a women’s traditional 
dress, a jewelry box, serving bowls with 
a salt and pepper set, earrings, paintings 

the Miss Navajo Council.
Former Miss Navajo Jocelyn Billy 

said it was an honor to celebrate the 
leadership of her Navajo sisters.

“It’s really a blessing to come to-
gether for our Miss Navajos, that really 
are teachers and caretakers, and they’re 
administrators, they’re leaders in their 
own right and doing great things in 
their communities,” said Billy. “They 
continue to live out what their platform 
was when they were Miss Navajo.”

Former Miss Navajo and President of 
the Miss Navajo Council Marla Billey, 
said she was happy with the turnout at 
the event.

“It’s always special and it’s always 
extraordinary when all of my Miss 
Navajo sisters can come together and 
just remind us of k’é (kinship),” said 
Billey. “To remind us of our sisterhood 
of being Miss Navajo, because nobody 
else really understands what it is to be 
Miss Navajo except my sisters. It’s re-
ally special to be a part of history. Miss 
Navajo since 1952 to now has been a 

part of major historic events across the 
Navajo Nation.”

Billey said running for and being 
Miss Navajo is not easy, so young ladies 
should always receive encouragement.

“We just hope that more young wom-
en will take it upon themselves to learn 
about their language and their culture, 
we’re here to help. We know what it’s 
like to be a woman. We have self-

doubts, we have our own body image 

that affect us,” said Billey.
According to Billey, the Miss Navajo 

Coalition will host an event in October 
at Coconino Community College in 
Flagstaff, Arizona. There will also be 
a workshop in December. More infor-
mation can be found on their website, 
missnavajocouncil.org/. 

ined consumers’ credit scores,” said AG Torrez. 
“They have saddled these consumers with debt 

for the victims and impose serious sanctions 
against the dealership and its leadership. We 
request that the court restrain the business and 
its entities from continuing these actions to 
ensure this does not happen to other responsible 
consumers.”

The complaint detailed that Carite of Gallup 
formed in 2013. The registered agent and CEO 
of the business is Kaul Corley. Corley now lives 
in Texas but was a resident of New Mexico at 
the time of the allegations in the complaint. He 
is listed as personally liable in count six of the 
nine counts of the complaint.

The other counts include unjust enrichment, 
seek injunctive relief, conversion of consum-
ers’ property that damaged consumers, fraud 
by misrepresentations of fact with the intent to 
deceive, taking advantage of the lack of con-
sumers’ knowledge to an unfair degree and acts 
that resulted in a disparity between the value 
received by consumer and the price paid, failing 
to state material facts relating to the purchase of 
motor vehicles and that Carite knowingly made 
false or misleading oral or written statements in 
connection with the sale of vehicles that mislead 
consumers. 

Assistant Attorney General Victor Hall is the 
AG’s undersigned counsel for the complaint.

The complaint cites violations of the Unfair 
Practices Act, fraud, conversion and seeks resti-
tution, civil penalties, preliminary and perma-
nent injunctive relief and declaratory relief. 

The complaint can be found on the AG’s 
website at https://www.nmag.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2023/08/K-and-T-LLC-dba-Carite-of-
Gallup-Kaul-Corley-Complaint-.pdf.

Consumer resources

also offers car buying tips and the AG’s Used Car 
Buyer’s Guide, a Used Car Inspection Form and a 
vehicle recall VIN lookup tool for consumers.

others who have had similar interactions with 

or by calling 1-844-255-9210. 

his eye, Kegan Jones reportedly said that Jose-
phine Jones had pushed him.

He also reportedly said that the pair had gone 
out for snacks and returned to the residence, 
where they began drinking. Kegan Jones re-
portedly said he’d consumed about two shots of 
liquor.

Pair arrested
Josephine Jones, he reportedly told Watkins, 

began to act disorderly and argue with him, and 
he took the child into the bedroom to get away 
from her.

Watkins wrote that after Kegan Jones told 
him that the altercation started in the kitchen, he 
declined multiple times to provide further details.

The report states that Kegan Jones provided 
the child’s name, but said he would not allow 

a district attorney.
The pair were then placed in handcuffs, ac-

cording to Watkins’ report.

Bowman attempted to handcuff Josephine Jones, 
she reportedly pulled away from them.

Watkins wrote that she also kicked her legs 
out and stuck her feet between rails and under 

patrol vehicle.
She was eventually placed in shackles and 

carried down the steps, the report states.
Once at ground level, Jones reportedly began 

resisting again, and, as Watkins grabbed her arm 
to help her stand up, she bit his thumb and palm.

She also reportedly tried to bite Bowman’s 
hand as he attempted to place her in the patrol 
vehicle.

Josephine Jones was looked at by ambulance 
personnel at the scene, then booked into the 
McKinley County Adult Detention Center on 

of a child (child placed in a dangerous situation) 
and battery against a household member and on 
three counts of resisting, evading or obstructing 

She was released on a $5,000 unsecured bond 
and ordered to appear Sept. 27 in McKinley 
County Magistrate Court.

Kegan Jones was on the jail roster Monday 
morning, but online court records showed no 
charges against him. 

 Vida Volkert/Independent 

zation al-Qaeda, caused the deaths of 2,996 people, 

line of duty.

‘Thankful’
“Every year, it hits me,” Julie Farrell said. “Every 

and that I’m a part of it.”
The drive started at 9 a.m. Monday, Sept. 11, and 

Maria Shaw, Wade Aubuchon, assistant chief Billy 
Sanders and chief Andy Wilson.

Donna and Sonny Lunde, a retired couple from 
Buckeye, Arizona, who spends summers at their 

“We are just proud of them and we thank them for 
what they do,” Donna Lunde said.

Sonny Lunde recalled that on Sept. 11, 2001, he 

California when the alarms went off at about 7 a.m., 
which would have been about 9 a.m. on the East 
Coast.

“I went to the main building and turned the TV on 
and watched the event, I mean the terrible thing hap-
pening,” he said. “I thought we were being attacked 
by foreign countries because the pilots would never 
run into something like that; they have too many 
sensors.”

That morning, 19 terrorists hijacked four com-
mercial airliners scheduled to travel from the New 
England and Mid-Atlantic regions of the East Coast 
to California.

Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York 

or near Washington, D.C., in an attack on the nation’s 
capital.

The third team succeeded in crashing into the 
Pentagon, the headquarters of the U.S. Department 
of Defense in Arlington County, Virginia, while the 
fourth plane crashed in rural Pennsylvania following 
a passenger revolt.

“I don’t know if it changed my perception of life,” 
Sonny Lunde said, “I think it changed my perspec-

tive that we can not trust anybody anymore and that 
is sad.”

‘In shock’
Millions watched in horror as the events unfolded 

on TV.
The attacks required a large response of local 

emergency and rescue personnel to assist in the evac-
uation of the two towers, resulting in a large loss of 
the same personnel when the towers collapsed. After 
the attacks, the media termed the World Trade Center 
site “Ground Zero,” while rescue personnel referred 
to it as “the Pile.”

Julie Farrell, who joined the Timberlake Volunteer 
Fire Department in 2016, remembered she was home 
Sept. 11, 2001, when her sister called and asked to 
turn on the TV.

“I think I was numbed,” Farrell remembers. “I had 

was in shock.”
Despite the tragedy, Farrell was not discouraged 

After she joined the department, she went to EMS 

from the department’s chief Andy Wilson. She said 

desire to help others and serve their communities, 
to be a part of something bigger that might require 

“It’s just something you do – you don’t think about 
it,” she said about the risks she takes responding to 

The Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department falls 

stations that provide emergency services to residents 
and visitors of McKinley County. McKinley County 

of territory throughout state, county, and tribal lands. 
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nity Monday. 
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