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landowners feel the CC&R’s apply to everyone but them.

Our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for all of  the hours 
and time expended to help make our community a better 
place--one in which we can all be proud--goes to Linda 
Pedersen. Thank you, Linda, for your dedication, values and 
integrity. The world is a better place because of  people like 
you. Again, thanks.

Duane and Fran Barbano

WHAT CAN WE SAY ABOUT LINDA THAT HASN’T 
ALREADY BEEN SAID?
We met Linda in May of  2005, which was the first time she ran 
for the Timberlake Board of  Directors. We all know what 
happened that year. Enough said about that.

Linda is a person you can depend upon to get the job done, or 
just to be there if  you have a question. If  she doesn’t know the 
answer, she will not stop until she finds the answer or someone 
that does know the answer.

One of  my favorite stories about Linda occurred a few weeks 
after a fund raising event for the Timberlake Neighborhood 
Volunteers. She found a $20.00 bill in a pocket and it just 
bothered her so much that she could not remember what 
category, or which fund raiser the money was raised. Linda 
spent a lot of  time trying to figure which category to put this 
money in. Most of  us would have just put it in one of  the 
events and go on. But not Linda. After much thought and re-
thought, she finally figured it out. What happened next? She 
found $5.00 and started all over again.

Linda is one of  the most conscientious, reliable and honest 
persons we have the pleasure to call our FRIEND!!!

Thank you, Linda and Danny, for all that you do!
			                                                                  Nancy and Steve Wills

continued from Page 3

“Great thoughts speak only to the thoughtful mind, but 
great actions speak to all mankind”.
                                                                     Theodore Roosevelt

At the end of  May, 1996, the dogs and I were camping on our 
land in Candy Kitchen. We decided to explore and saw on the 
map there was a place called McGaffey Lake. The dogs agreed 
that might be a fun drive, so off  we went. Several miles into the 
National Forest the road became very muddy. Even with 4WD 
the dogs and I decided to turn back. If  you know the road, it is 
no easy task to turn around in some places.

On the way back towards Ramah, I decided to turn toward 
Timberlake. Before that day, I had never heard of  Timberlake. 
After a short drive around the area, I saw a car with a Real 
Estate sign on the door. I flagged the driver down and we 
talked about land and what was on the market. I think his 
name was Curt. After seeing several properties over two days, I 
put $500 down on a lot in the NW corner of  Cottonwood 
Loop. The understanding was that he would hold the lot for 60 
days, till I could show it to my wife. Joellen was back in 
California.

On the 4th of  July weekend, the whole family camped at 
Candy Kitchen. The first day I suggested we go look at 
Timberlake. Jo was not interested. Of  course, I had never told 
her I put $500 down on a lovely piece of  5+ wooded acres. 
The second day was the same story. On the 3rd day, I admitted 
that I had put money down on a piece of  land.

While talking to the real estate agent, Jo suggested we look at 
other property. After half  a day of  looking at other lots, we 
were shown what is now 974 Timberlake Road (more trees, 
taller trees and on a main road). The real estate agent told us 
most folks do not want to put up with the traffic and dust of  the 
main road. The dust and traffic have not been a problem. In 
the middle of  the winter we can always get to Shadowcroft. By 
the way, a croft is a small cabin. We like being in the shadows of  
our tall trees.

This is how the Kirchners came to Timberlake.
                                                         Regards,  Bill and Jo Kirchner

How Did I Get Here?

more stories on “How Did I Get Here?”



Page 5 ~ Timberlake Times • July 2012

Back in the summer of 2004, Dick and I were camping over at 
the Bluewater Lake Horse RV Campground. Trish, the owner, 
and I decided to drive over to Timberlake to find out where the 
Baca’s were going to have an annual meeting of the Horse of 
America’s group. Once we got off of the highway and saw the 
cliff dwellings, we were just in awe. As we continued our 
drive, the views just got better and better. Once we could see 
the valley with the lake to the left and all of the beautiful cliffs, 
we knew we had arrived in Heaven. Of course, we took Forest 
Road 157 by mistake and since the road was quite muddy, we 
decided we must be on the wrong road. We turned around and 
finally ended up at Ted’s house asking for directions.

Ted showed us his house and gave me some literature about 
Timberlake. When Dick and I came back for the Horse of 
America event at the Baca Chica, Ted allowed us to camp by 
his place and the horses stayed in his corrals. On Sunday 
before going back home to Moriarty (east of Albuquerque), he 
took us on a tour of the Ranch and showed us several lots for 
sale. We fell in love with a lot on Culebra and told him we’d 
come back the next weekend so we could look around some 
more. When he called back, he said the lot wasn’t available 
anymore. We were just devastated! So, Annette Gonzales (one 
of Joty Baca’s daughters) gave me Anita Davis’ phone number.

Two weeks later Anita showed us several pieces of property for 
sale and THIS TIME, we fell in love with an even better piece 
of property and gave her deposit money right then because we 
didn’t want to lose out again. In the summer of 2005 our logs 
were set and we moved in over Thanksgiving. Our lot on Yucca 
really is perfect for us because Common Land is right across 
the street; so I can ride right out our driveway onto Common 
Land. Or, I can ride 20 minutes to the east and ride in the 
National Forest. My two horses have the best life too because 
at least half of our property is fenced in for them and they can 
run up and down the hill and hide in the trees when they don’t 
want to be found. In other words, they can be a horse and not 
be penned up in a small area. Then, there’s Diablo and Katie 
(our two dogs) who have the whole 5 acres fenced in  for them.

Our views of the cliffs are especially nice when it’s snowing 
outside and campfires in the summer are so much fun, 
especially when sharing with our Timberlake neighbors. 
There’s millions of stars at night all year long with no city 
lights to cause interference. We’ve had two bears, rabbits, 
chipmunks, squirrels, deer and turkey in our yard with an 
occasional visit from a skunk (Diablo just never learns!) 
Diablo has also been bitten by rattlesnakes 3 years in a row 
when he was younger. The hummingbird feeder always needs 
to be refilled every couple of days and drives our cat crazy. 
Coyotes, fox, elk and mountain lions are also seen around the 
Ranch.

LIFE JUST COULDN’T BE BETTER ANYPLACE ELSE!!!

WE ARE LIVING OUR DREAM AND LOVE EVERY 
MINUTE IN OUR MOUNTAIN HOME
                                                               

How Did I Get Here?
 A Horse, of Course!!!

(By Mary Jo Wallen)

The Board’s End of the Year Report was presented by the 
Board. A copy is published on the website; however, if 
anyone needs a copy, please contact Mary Jo Wallen at 
mrsdw19@aol.com, or 1-505-783-4207. The 2011 Annual 
Meeting Minutes were approved and also available on the 
website. Eileen Domer presented the highlights of the 
financial reports as of April 30, 2012 (also located on the 
website). The most important news concerning the 2012-
2013 Budget is that Association dues will remain at $230 
per lot/year.

The strong winds almost blew everyone away during the 
meeting. As a result, most everyone found a spot inside the 
Ranch House or Rock Room for the lunch break except for 
a few brave souls who ate on the new picnic tables. As 
usual, the Volunteer Group and landowners provided a 
wonderful feast for everyone to enjoy.

The three new Board Members were introduced: Clint 
Burleson, Steve Wills and Don Parry (signing on for his 
second three-year term). Since there were three openings on 
the Board and three nominees, voting was not necessary. Jo 
Garcia moved that everyone be accepted and the motion 
was carried.

Several people stayed on for the Question & Answer 
session which lasted 30 minutes. Most importantly, the 
need for volunteers is greater than ever. The Board also 
welcomes your feedback on what needs to be done.

The new Board then convened to determine Officer and 
Committee assignments. Don Parry agreed to be our new 
President; Steve Wills as Vice President; Eileen Domer will 
continue as Treasurer (her last year) and Mary Jo Wallen 
will continue as Secretary (also her last year).

ANNUAL TRLA MEETING • May 26, 2012
*****************************

Several years ago we started looking for tall pines to escape the 
Arizona heat in the summertime. We found Arizona pines real 
estate too expensive and saw a Timberlake Real Estate ad in a 
newspaper. We took a day trip from Arizona to Timberlake 
and fell in love with the surroundings. We met with a realtor 
who sold us a lot off  of  Cottonwood Loop (south). Since then, 
we have shared the property with friends and family and have 
since had family purchase property in Timberlake. We have no 
plans for construction at this time and get up there maybe 
three times a year. We’ve noticed that cell phone service is 
stronger each time we arrive. We’ll have to ignore that 
advancement. We enjoy the solitude, quiet nature and wildlife. 
We’ve been fishing on the lake and have explored the 
backroads numerous times. We appreciate the efforts of  all 
who live and visit to keep the area beautiful. We especially 
want to thank Board members and volunteers for taking care 
of  the roads, Bath and Ranch House. Additionally, the 
newsletter is eagerly anticipated and a very helpful resource 
that keeps us advised on a variety of  issues, along with the 
website. We plan on being property owners for a long time and 
look forward to meeting new friends in the community.
Regards, Paula & Craig Gibson, Cottonwood Loop (south) 
currently in Mesa, AZ.

How Did I Get Here?
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Totals for fiscal year 2011-2012:
Income: $179,571.00
Expenses: $124,456.00
Carry Forward: $55,115

Treasurer’s Report for
Timberlake Times July 2012

End Fiscal Year July 2011-June 2012

Spreadsheets and pie charts can be viewed on the web 
site.
As we enter the 2012-2013 fiscal year the financial 
condition of the Association is good. The carry forward 
will be saved in the contingency fund. With this carry 
forward the goal of having a year’s worth of operating 
expenses in savings has been achieved.
Our largest increase in expenses was legal fees, which 
rose 360%-- from $3,256 in FY2010-2011 to $12,031 in 
FY2011-2012.
Wages decreased $2,971 from FY2010-2011 to FY2011-
2012.
We collected $158,921 of the current year dues--1% over 
projected.
The accumulated unpaid dues in June 2011 were 
$21,323. By June, 2012 that amount is down to $13,601. 
Thank you to all who have paid their back dues.
The July invoices have been mailed. If you have not 
received an invoice, please contact us ASAP.
If your invoice has an outstanding balance greater than 
$230.00 the dues are delinquent. This fiscal year a late 
fee of $23.00 was added to cover mailing and filing fees, 
for those Landowners who had not paid their previous 
years dues and do not have a lien in place.

The Association dues are the Corporation’s only income 
and in spite of these difficult economic times, TRLA 
finances remain stable due to the dedication of the 
Landowners. Our roads and Common areas are 
maintained and safe.

Thank you again!
Eileen Domer, TRLA Treasurer

Roads Report

Architectural/Maintenance
Report

•	 One home building plan submitted and approved in 
June.

•	 One covenant violation being investigated and 
solutions being reviewed.

• 	 98.5 hours was devoted to grading Timberlake Road 
and side roads with the Zetor tractor.

•	 15.0 hours was devoted to grading and cutting ditches 
on Aspen Loop, Cottonwood Drive, Deer Run and 
Pinon with the grader.

•	 Burn pile was cleaned up with the grader.
•	 Justin’s Earthworks spread 805.19 tons of gravel on 

Elk, Oak Drive, Cottonwood Drive, Pinon, Shorecliff 
and Yucca.

•	 Backhoe and grader were used to install an 18" culvert 
in diameter (40' long) on Elk near Roadrunner with 22 
tons of dirt being used. Ditches were cleaned and three 
trees had to be dug out.

•	 The grader needed two new batteries and normal 
maintenance consisting of air/fuel/oil/hydraulic filters.

•	 The Zetor tractor needed a new light; switch installed, 
recharged the AC and normal maintenance consisting 
of power steering/fuel/hydraulic/oil filters and greased 
fittings.

Commons Report
• 	 Cattle guard has been cleared out and the road 

graded on both sides for a more level passage.
•	 Fence at the cattle guard was rebuilt with a “farmer 

gate”.
•	 Fence to Shorecliff has been repaired.
•	 Fence across the Commons between Bond’s cattle 

and us has been repaired.
•	 Fence at the North Lake Gate area was topped off 

and painted red for a much cleaner look.
•	 Area to the north of the Ranch House alcove area has 

been graded.
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To Chris and Steve Railsback for their contribution of salt 
and pepper shakers and kitchen serving pieces that will 
certainly be used for social activities at the TCC Ranch 
House.

To Allen Burnam and Tim Domer for their barbecuing 
expertise at the TRLA Annual Meeting in May and to their 
right hand man, Charley Haverstick.

To Linda & David Shoppe and Jack Mansperger for cutting 
the railroad ties and painting the fence at the north Lake gate.

To the safety conscious landowners who placed a “t” post 
marking the culvert at the mailbox driveway.

To the following known contributors of antiques, pictures, 
stories, artistic talent, academia expertise, antiquities, and 
decor to the Historic Room: Lucia and Tim Amsden, Pat 
and Allen Burnam, Jack Mansperger, Don and Joleen 
Parry, Cindy Crawford, Barb Haller, Carmen Johnston, 
Luella Clawson, Kirk Clawson, Dale and Audrey Bond, 
Anita David, Ted Broderick, Shirl and Mike Henderson, 
Mary Villanueva, Nancy Dobbs, Harriet Lawrence and 
Harry Hutton, Billy Sanders, Carla Van West, Ray and 
Karin Brunner, Alice Bybee, Chris and Steve Railsback, 
Randy Eoff and those unknown.

To the selfless stewardship souls who pick up litter along the 
roadside.

Note of Thanks

PHI Air Medical continues to be a great benefit to 
have for the low cost of $40 per year. Several 
residents in the Timberlake/Ramah area have had 
to use the emergency medical transportation 
(helicopter) service that was implemented two years 
ago in our area. Some of the highlights of the 
program are as follows:
• 	 If you receive a medically necessary transport 

from PHI, you are responsible for payment, but 
relieved of any financial responsibility for 
amounts not reimbursed by insurance. They 
accept what your insurance pays, as “payment-
in-full”.

• 	 Medicaid participants are not eligible.
• 	 If you do not have insurance, membership 

covers any amounts not paid by any third party 
insurance, provided the transport is determined 
by their medical director to have been medically 
necessary.

• 	 Transport is to the closest appropriate facility 
within 200 miles for a helicopter and 600 miles 
for an airplane.

• 	 www.phicare.com is their website.
Contact Wolf at 783-4112 for an application form or 
further information.

PHI Cares
*****************************

On July 12, 2012, a Bear was trapped and subsequently 
killed because it was looking for and finding food at three 
of four residences in Timberlake. Paw prints were found 
on windows, it opened a horse trailer door to get dog food 
and when it couldn’t get into the trailer the next night, it 
left its mark of frustration with lots of scratches. 
Hummingbird feeders were also knocked down to get the 
yummy sugar water and it also smashed plastic garbage 
cans at two residences that were left outside. At the last 
location, the Bear broke a window screen and was 
attempting to get into a house with the owners sleeping 
just a few feet away. SCARY!!! Thankfully, a German 
shepherd barked at the Bear and scared it away. (Thank 
you, Cindy, the dog). However, it was only temporary. An 
hour later the Bear broke a garage window and rummaged 
through the garbage and took a 12 lb. bag of dog food out 
through the window and proceeded to eat it on a nearby 
hill.

The Bear was trapped the next evening at the same 
location. I went over to see the Bear and talk to Mark 
Bundren (our local NM Game & Fish Officer) and the 
landowners; but because it was dark we really couldn’t 
get a good look. However, the low moaning and growling 
sounds from the Bear was soooooo sad. We all knew that 
he was going to be destroyed the next morning and 
everyone involved feels really bad that the Bear had to be 
put down. Some people may find it hard to believe that 
“tears were shed for this Bear”. I’m not ashamed to say 
that I shed a few tears because I love all animals.

So what can we learn from this sad event? We all 
moved out to Timberlake because we love nature and the 
peace and quiet that exists in our area. But, the Bears, 
mountain lions, fox, deer, elk, etc. were here first and we 
should all try to respect them and their attempt to live in 
an area that gets smaller and smaller as more people 
move into the area. Drought conditions, certainly have 
not helped the situation.

I’m including a note from Mark Bundren, our NM Game 
& Fish Officer who lives here in Timberlake. It was 
posted on the website July 7, 2012. Please remember that 
“all your trash” must be put in garbage cans in a 
basement, garage or locked building. Hummingbird and 
other feeders should be put up at nighttime and when 
there “is” a Bear alert, you should not even have them 
out during the day. As Mark mentions in his note, 
“Anything that has a food smell will attract them” and 
“The only reason you will have a Bear at your house is 
because it smells food”.

Bear Story

Howdy Landowners,
I just wanted to give some insight into why we 
(Game & Fish) handle the Bear complaints the way 

continued on pg. 10
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Bear Story continued from pg. 8

If you want more information about wildlife in New 
Mexico, please go to this website:  
www.wildlife.state.nm.us.  There are quite a few 
interesting facts and videos about bears.

we do. When the Bears are out in the forest doing 
what Bears do, they will catch the scent of bird 
feeders, trash, pet food, etc., from miles away. The 
Bear will follow that scent to its source (our 
houses). We ask folks to remove all the food 
sources because the Bears will not stick around if 
they don’t find any food. Things you would not 
consider food sources will attract Bears. Compost 
piles, grease, burned trash piles, empty bird 
feeders, etc. Bears can smell the traces of food 
from old cereal boxes, cans, and plastic sacks. 
Anything that has a food 
smell will attract them.

I know it is a pain to do 
this but it is for a good 
reason; it saves the Bears 
life. Trapping the Bear 
and relocating it means 
dropping off that Bear in 
another Bear’s territory. 
The trapped Bear is 
usually a sub-adult Bear 
150 to 200 pounds. This 
“Small” Bear will have to 
fight the full grown Bear 
whose territory we just 
dropped the Bear off in. 
This means the small 
Bear will likely be killed.

If we don’t relocate the 
Bear I will most likely 
have to kill it. So either 
way, trapping a Bear 
usually means killing it. So I am asking that 
everyone please remove anything that is a possible 
food source from your yard in an effort to prevent 
the Bear from being killed. If the Bear does not 
smell/find food at your house he will go away. The 
only reason you will have a Bear at your house is 
because it smells food.

Last year we were lucky, we did not have any 
issues with Bears in Timberlake but I had to kill six 
Bears that I trapped out of El Morro Ranches. If 
anyone has any questions, please call me at 505-
783-4882 or on my cell at 505-331-4872.

Thanks, Mark 

“Sarah the Bear” rescued from mountain range fire in central New 
Mexico, near Ruidoso area. Resides at Carlsbad, NM Botanical 
Gardens.

What Else Can We Do?
We’ve gotten a couple of suggestions from landowners 
concerning proper garbage storage for landowners who 
don’t have a garage or basement.

• A hot wire/electric fence could be easily installed around 
your garbage cans using 2-4 wires.

• 55 gallon drums with a lockable lid. Used barrels should 
cost around $15.00. You can obtain the lockable lid from
Industrial Container, 640 Baseline Road, Brighton, CO 

80601. Their telephone 
number is 888-424-0244. 
Cost is $8.55 plus shipping.
– One part time landowner 
has been using two barrels 
with lockable lids for many 
years and has not had a bear 
problem even though one 
bear did wander through 
their property several years 
ago.

• If you’re going on vacation 
or live close to Lake City, 
CO, you can contact Cindy 
Nelson, Clerk/Treasurer, 
Town of Lake City, Colorado 
at 970-944-2333. They are 
selling a 55 gallon drum 
with the lockable lid for 
$40.00 (their cost), plus 
shipping. Email is 
www.townoflakecity.us.  

• Another landowner is checking into the availability of 
the drums/lids in Phoenix. If you have information that 
we can keep on hand, please pass it along to Mary Jo 
Wallen at mrsdw19@aol.com or 505-783-4207. We’ll 
post information on the website and include in future 
newsletters.

Volunteer Activities Update
The United Tastes of America event was a great success 
with lots of delicious treats being consumed. The olive oil 
and salt on top of vanilla ice cream was just “out of this 
world”. If you would still like to order olive oil, please 
contact Pat Burnam at 783-4439. The Annual Yard Sale 
was another big success and around $950 was raised. 
Don’t forget the Labor Day Weekend Barbeque and Silent 
Auction is September 2nd at 5 pm. The bidding at the 
auction is always very competitive. 

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
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