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INVERTEBRATE SPEARFISHING RECORDS 
 
In 2021, after consultation with the Australian Spearfishing Commisioner and the National and State 
Record Officers, eligible species for the Australian Spearfishing Records will be extended to include 
some invertebrate species. The records are still decided according to weight, and requirements for 
weighing devices are the same as for finfish. 
 
The Qld (and Australian) invertebrate records started with a few historical captures which had the 
necessary ID photos, verified weights and details. These have now been added to, and in some cases 
surpassed, by 2022 record claims. PART IV? Parts I to III left for the finfish records larger files. 
 
Eligible species  
*Species of the class Cephalopoda (Squid, Cuttlefish and Octopuses) are eligible 
with the following exceptions: Order Nautilida (Chambered Nautiluses) 
*Species of the class Crustacea (Crayfish, Lobsters and Crabs, etc.) 
 
States have differing fisheries regulations. To be eligible:  
 *Fisheries regulations that apply where the capture was made must be complied  
 with. Fish (this includes invertebrates) that are protected under State or Federal  Government  
 regulations at that location are ineligible.  
 *A minimum weight of 500 gm applies to all records. 
 *Spearfishing Commission rules that apply to finfish also apply to invertebrates except as
 below. 
 Specifically note: 
 *Captures made with the aid of SCUBA, or any breathing aid other than a  
 snorkel, are ineligible. 
 *The spearo must be immersed when making the capture. 
 *Assisted captures are not eligible. 
 *Crustacea may be speared if this is legal at that location. 
 *Spearfishing Commission rules are varied for invertebrates as follows: 
 Captures may be made using a tail loop, cray hook, or by gloved hand, provided 
 the method used is legal at that location. (Scuba is not permitted for records even  
 if it is legal to use it under relevant Fisheries regulations.) 
Invertebrates are measured in different ways to finfish, and photographs of the capture may be different to 
finfish and for records are as follows. These may need to be varied to show the capture meets size, or 
other Fisheries requirements where the capture was made. (Use your common sense.)  
All captures require photographs to prove the species identity. It is the responsibility of the spearo 
to prove the identity though the Records Officers will try to help. 
 
As well as any legally required measurement: 
Octopus: total length (top of head to out-stretched legs.) 
Squid and Cuttlefish: mantle length. Photo of dorsal surface showing fins. Photo of suckers on leg club. 
Rock Lobsters, Crayfish: total length (carapace to telson.) Photograph of dorsal surface tail extended. 
Photograph of ventral surface, tail extended, showing pleopods have not been removed. 
Crabs: Any measurement specified under fisheries legislation (specify) otherwise tip to tip of lateral 
spines. Photograph of dorsal surface. Photograph of ventral surface. 
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CRAYFISH	of	the	genus	PANULIRUS	
of	QUEENSLAND	

	
Members	of	this	genus	are	usually	referred	to	as	Spiny	Lobsters	or	Tropical	Rock	Lobsters	in	
literature,	but	Qld	spearos	call	them	crayfish	or	crays,	so	those	terms	are	used	here.	
	
Common	names:	Coral	Cray	and	Painted	Cray	have	been	used	as	the	name	for	a	number	of	
the	genus.	These	names	have	also	been	used	for	the	whole	group	by	some	authors.	This	
duplication	has	added	to	the	confusion	most	spearos	have	with	which	cray	common	names	
to	use.	They've	been	listed	here	where	they've	most	commonly	been	used.		
	
How	many	species:	There	are	seven	cray	species	literature	cites	as	being	found	in	Qld,	but	
two	that	spearos	haven't	taken	(and	we	don't	have	a	photo,	though	you	can	find	them	on	
line	by	searching	the	scientific	name.)		
	

Mud	Cray	(recommended	common	name)	

Panulirus	polyphagus	(Herbst)	
Common	names:	Mud	Cray.	
Legs:	Light	brown	with	creamy	white	blotches.	
Spines:	Spines	tipped	with	yellow-orange.	Frontal	horns	not	large	
Antenna:	Light	brown.		
Other	points:	Body	dull	green,	lateral	carapace	with	two	longitudinal	creamy	stripes	that	
meet	posterially.	Creamy	transverse		band	on	the	posterior	edge		of	each	abdominal	
segment.	
Distribution:	Northern	Cape	York,	but	uncommon	in	our	area.	Found	in	shallow	turbid	
waters	at	depths	3-90	m,	usually	less	than	40	m,	on	muddy	substrates.	
	

White	Whisker	Cray	(recommended	common	name)	

Panulirus	albiflagellum	Chan	and	Chu	
Common	names:	White	Whisker	Cray.	
Legs:	Conspicuously	striped	with	longitudinal	white	lines.	
Spines:		
Antenna:	The	"white	whiskers"	refers	to	the	small	feelers,	not	the	large	antenna.	It	is	a	close	
relative	of	the	Coral	Cray	(Red	Cray)	in	which	the	small	feelers	are	banded.		
Other	points:	Abdomen	dark	purple-brown	covered	with	numerous	white	spots.	
Distribution:	Some	areas	of	northern	Cape	York.	A	small	cray	found	in	shallow	reef	waters	
to	20	m	but	nowhere	common.	
	
The	other	five	species	can	be	identified	easily	from	this	guide.		
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APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL AND/OR STATE SPEARFISHING RECORD  

(PRINT IN BLOCK LETTERS)   
 
This form must be accompanied by CLEAR PHOTOGRAPHS showing length and girth of species. It is preferred an 
object for scale or a tape measure is shown in the photo. Refer to guide for additional invertebrate requirements. 
 
SPECIES (Scientific Name)………………………………………………………………………………………..……............... 
 

(Common Name)…………………………………………………………………………….........…………...……….. 
 
Reference or Identification Source…………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 
Weight………………Length…………….....Max.Girth……………Invertebrate Measurements…………..…………………. 
 
Date of Capture……………………Place of Capture………………….………..............………State of Capture………..…. 
 

Category of Application: □ National        □State ……………………………………………………………………  

□Open                    □Women's □Junior (under 18)    
 
Full Name of Applicant……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Postal address………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…………….. 
 
Phone No………………………………..Email address…………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Affiliated Club………………………………………………………………....................................State Branch……………… 
 
Registered AUF Membership No………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 
 
Type of Equipment Used (handspear or speargun)……………………………………………………………………………... 

 
AFFIDAVIT 

We, the undersigned, declare that the above named fish was landed without assistance and that the above 
information and statements are true. This fish was taken by the diver in accordance within the rules of the AUF. 
                                  
SIGNATURE OF DIVER……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Witness to catch  
 
NAME…………………………………………………………SIGNATURE…………………………………………..…………... 

 
ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………Phone No ……………………………….. 
 
We, the undersigned, do hereby further make oath that the above named fish was weighed in our presence and that 
the weight is correct as stated. 
 
Weigh master 
 
NAME……………………………………………………SIGNATURE……………………………………………………………. 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………… Phone No ………………………………. 
 
Type of Scales Used - provide all details: Brand, model, certification, calibration certificate. Photos  

preferred where possible …………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
  
Independent Witness to weighing 
 
NAME…………………………………………………..SIGNATURE…………………………..…………………………………. 
 
ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………… Phone No ……………………………. 
 
TRANSFER $10 APPLICATION FEE TO:  
 
AUF RECORDS   BSB: 923100   ACCOUNT: 46308411   REFERENCE: APPLICANT’S NAME 
 
BANK TRANSFER RECEIPT NUMBER………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
SEND APPLICATION AND ALL PHOTOS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO aufrecords@yahoo.com 
 
FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT VIN RUSHWORTH: 0407122067 

mailto:aufrecords@yahoo.com
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STATE RECORDS OFFICERS 
 
Record applications can alternately be submitted through the appropriate state’s records officer to also apply for the 
relevant state record 
 
 
QLD 
Mick McDade 
AUF Q Records Officer 
Brighton Bayside C/van Park 
536 Beaconsfield Tce 
Brighton 4017 
Mobile 0407745554  home 07 32694683 
Email  mickmcdade@brisnet.com.au 
(Qld state record claim fee nil.) 
 
NSW 
Trevor Ketchion  
AUF NSW Records Officer 
116 Drews Rd  
Loganholme Qld 4129  
Mob: 0401595413 
Email: trevor.nswrecords@gmail.com 
(NSW state record claim fee nil.) 
 
VIC 
Nathan Watson 
AUF VIC Records Officer 
21 Affleck St Wandong, 3758 VIC 
Mob: 0409244796 
Email: i_m_bored_@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

SA 
Dave Scholefield & Geoff Atkins  
AUF SA Records Officer 
PO Box 271 
Mount Compass, SA 5210 
Mob: Dave 0409598470 Geoff 
0421047862 
Email: d_scholefield@outlook.com 
 
WA 
Barry Paxman 
WA Spearfishing Commission 
13 David Crescent 
Hillarys, WA 6025 
Mob: 0430455122  
Email: paxmen@optusnet.com 
 
NT 
Jade Dean 
AUF NT Records Officer 
PO Box 53 
Nhulunbuy, NT 0880 
Mob: 0488973882  
Email: jadedean@live.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 


