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Proper tab placement for clinical photos
It is of the utmost importance that the shade tab is placed in a manner that allows both 

the tooth to be copied and the shade tab to be at an equal distance from the camera, and at 
the same angle. It is crucial that the light reflects back to the camera lens identically between 
the tab and the dentition being photographed, otherwise the photos may be useless in 
conveying shade, or lead the technician to make false conclusions which leads to costly 
remakes and frustrated patients. Below we will show examples of both correct and incorrect 
shade tab placement.

    

Examples of proper tab placement, image 1 (left), image 2 (right).

Above we have included images of what proper shade tab orientation should look like 
In a front facing view as well as a profile view using tooth number 8 as our subject.

Notice that in image 1 (left), that the tab is parallel to the long axis of #8 & positioned 
directly under #8, incisal edge to incisal edge. Image 2 (right) shows that we are directly in 
line with the angulation of #8 , not in front or behind and not twisted in any way. Small 
deviations from this technique can have a huge impact on the appearance of the tab in 
relation to the dentition. As a ceramicst, the shade tab is our one and only point of reference 
in the photograph, it is the only constant that we can use to compare against and make a plan 
to proceed, this is why placement is paramount.  

2



Improper tab placement 

        

The photo’s above show improper placement. Note that the tab Is placed at an angle that is 
different than that of #8. This greatly changes the apparent intensity of both color,                 
and value, (how bright or grey), which leads to restorations that come back either too light or 
too dark. 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Improper tab placement Pg.2

Please make special note that the image above is an example of the worst possible placement 
for the shade tab! This type of clinical photograph is essentially useless to the laboratory in 
assessing shade. The tab can appear as much as two full shades darker than the subject tooth. 
Although our initial instinct may be to use this placement in an attempt to get the tab as close 
to the teeth as possible, this is a critical mistake and must never be used!
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