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Hands-on Competition Criteria
	



Judges Instruction for Nail Structure Categories
Convex  

· The outer edge of the nail structure should be completely symmetric throughout zone 2 & 3.
· The outer edge of the nail should be consistent in appearance. It should appear completely even from every perspective within zone 2 and zone 3. 
· The judge will examine the nail by looking at it from two different perspectives. The front and back side to check both zone 2 & 3. 

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE Tone: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct zone.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct zone.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

Concave
· The Concave Is located on the nail's extension. It is the interior portion of the free edge extension. This portion of the nail extension’s interior contour or tunnel of the extended free edge must be completely symmetrical within zone 3 and concentric at the Crown which is located where the Natural’s nail Distal Edge is located. This is commonly located where zone 2 ends and zone 3 begins.  The location where the nail form or tip makes contact with the natural nail. 
· The extended Free edge should have the appearance of the inside of a tunnel throughout it.
· Each nail that is judged will earn a score if the Concave is concentric where the Free edge begins. It should not appear to have a form that was applied to allow for excessive product. The form is applied completely following the nail’s Distal Edge. 
· Each nail that is judged will earn a score if the Concave is symmetric throughout the free edge. There should not be any inconsistencies in the formation of the Free edge’s “tunnel”

· [bookmark: _Int_LPsVSOZT]FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 




Arch and Apex  
· The high point (Apex) of the entire nail should appear in zone 2 to earn 1 point.  
· See example of zone 2 
· The apex must not be too flat or too high. It should be subtle with a gradual incline to earn 1 point.
· Each nail that is judged will earn a score for the location of the arch and a score for the correct appearance of the apex. 

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria .
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

Form Fit   
· The form should be applied correctly to make a proper structure. 
· The form application must be applied without any space between the distal edge and nail plate. 
· If the form’s application is correct, there will not be any space where Zone 2 ends (natural nails Distal Edge) and where Zone 3 begins (beginning of the extension).  
· The product must cover the distal edge, and the nail groove that is beneath the lateral folds. 
· The nails extension should not have any visible notches or gaps on the lateral side folds where the free edge extension begins.  
· The nail can earn a score for each side of the nail.   

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct side.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct side .
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

Tip Application 
· The tip application must be applied to fit the nail properly. This means that there is absolutely no space between the natural nail groove and the tip. There should be not space between the Lateral fold and the nail extension’s sidewalls. 
· The location in which the tip is applied should also be considered. The tip must have proper placement and not be to far down on the nail plate or too far up, exposing the natural nail line.  It should be applied with 1-2 mm onto the nail plate. 
· The size selection must also be correct. It shouldn’t be too small or too large.
· The judge will examine each nail on both sides. The area where the distal edge and nail groove is where they will check to see that the tip is be properly located and fits properly. 

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct side.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct side.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

Free Edge Thickness  
·  The free edge extension should not exceed more than 1.5mm (French Acrylic 1 mm) measurement in the location where Zone 2 and Zone 3 meet.
· The caliper measuring tool will be used directly after the Distal edge in the center of the nail to confirm the thickness is correct to earn a score.
· The nail must be consistently thin throughout the nails free edge and measure the same on both sidewalls that match the center to earn a score.
· The caliper measuring tool will be used on each sidewall to confirm the thickness is the same as the center.

· [bookmark: _Int_XbDhK4zj]FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· [bookmark: _Int_l6N8gIXq]HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

· See example of measuring tools used to measure the thickness. 
 
Sidewalls 
· Each side of the Free edge extension must appear straight from Zone 2 through Zone 3. 
· The nail should not flare out or taper in when looking at the nail from the front perspective.  
· There should not be any ridges on either side the free edge extension.  
· The sides of the free edges should feel smooth and appear to be filed correctly so that it isn’t ridged.  

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct side.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct side.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 





Lateral Side Extension   
· To find the lateral side extension you must look at the extension from the nails profile. 
·  The free edge extension must be straight on each side from where the natural nail’s groove wall and distal edge meet. This is the location where Zones 2 and 3 meet. 
· The free edge extension should not drop down or appear to be tapered upward from the profile perspective.  
· There should be no exposure of the natural nail's distal edge and Nail Groove.   

· FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct side.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct side.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

 C-Curve 
· The C-Curves must be a minimum 40% of a circle and no more than 50% to earn a score
· Each c-curve should appear to be a SEMICIRCLE to earn a score    

· [bookmark: _Int_sN0uNim9]FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
 
Nail Shape  
· The shape of the nails must look consistent and uniform.  
· The top of the Free edge must appear parallel. If it is filed correctly, it earns a score. 
· The Free edge must look straight as it extends from the nail plate.    
· The extension should be applied true to the natural nail.  For example, if the finger is not straight and free edge extension will follow the direction of the finger. It should not be corrected to appear straight.  
· The extension should be straight to the nail. Not straight to the finger.  
· The hand will be turned around, so the free edge extension is examined from the front perspective.  
· If the nail has been applied properly and the shape appears to look straight from the natural nail's grooves, the nail will earn a score.  

· [bookmark: _Int_0A4ZRIwf]FRENCH COMPETITIONS & ONE TONE: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail  
· [bookmark: _Int_GFEU2uf4]HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 
 

Consistency of Uniformity  
· Each nail must look similar in shape to earn 1/2 point  
· The shape of the nail individually should have the same degree of angle if shapes such as Stiletto, almond or edge is presented to earn a ½ point.  
· Total point is 1 
 
Surface Smoothness  
· For all nails that have a Gel Topcoat to finish for for the shine: The application of the topcoat must be applied completely to cover the entire surface. There must not be any portion of the surface of the nail exposed and left unsealed. The judge will use a small LED light to check and make certain the application covers the entire surface of the nail. If it is completely sealed the nail will earn 1 point
· For all nails that have a Gel Topcoat to finish for shine: The judge will use their finger to feel the surface of each nail to confirm if in fact the surface feels smooth. Each nail must FEEL smooth on the entire surface with no air bubble or inconsistencies in the product application to earn 1 point.
· For all nails that have a High Shine Finish with Hand buffing: The entire surface of each nail must appear smooth. There should not be any visible files lines of demarcation that can be seen or any surface of the nail that looks unfinished. The judge will be carefully examining each nails entire surface. Nails that are completely free of imperfections on the surface and feel completely smooth will earn 2 points for each nail. 
· If the judge examines the surface of the nail and see minor imperfections caused from unfinished buffing. Marks that can not be felt. Hard to see from more than one perspective. When this happens, the nail will earn 1 point. 
· If the judge can see and feel file or application imperfections the nail will not earn any points. 

· [bookmark: _Int_wxgT0H9O]FRENCH ACRYLIC & GEL COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail
· SALON STYLE FRENCH (1 Hand Red 1 Hand French) the nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail

· HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria.
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 


  High Shine Finish
· For all nails that have a High Shine Finish with Hand buffing: the nail should have a high shine finish that is on the entire surface of the nail to earn 2 points. 
·  A high shine finish is when we see a reflection of light on the surface of the nail. The reflection of light should follow throughout the entirety of the surface of the nail. The judge will look at the nail and move it from side to side to help identify the reflection of light. If the nail is void of this reflection, it will not receive its points.
·  If the judge sees a reflective glare across the table /top surface of the nail but it has surrounding areas they were not high shined well enough to pick up a reflexive light, it will earn 1 point.
· If the high shine finish is not covering the majority of the nail surface it will not earn any points. 
· For all nails that have a Gel Topcoat to finish for shine: The Gel Sealer /Topcoat must be completely cured BEFORE the time is called. The finish must not feel or appear to be tacky or dull on the surface of the nail as a result of under curing. If the Gel Sealer has an inhibition layer, it is to be cleaned off. All of the tacky residue (inhibition layer) must be completely removed off of the nail to earn a score.
· The nails should have a high gloss shine that has a glass finish appearance throughout the entire surface of the nail and pick up a light reflection to earn a score 

· [bookmark: _Int_crCLwA7y]FRENCH ACRYLIC & GEL COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn a 1 point for each correct criteria.
·  Total of 2 possible points for each nail
· [bookmark: _Int_NMfjBnPv]SALON STYLE FRENCH (1 Hand Red 1 Hand French) the nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail

· [bookmark: _Int_Y9VqLvbF]HAND-ON ART COMPETITIONS: The nail can earn ½ point for each correct criteria .
· Total of 1 possible point for each nail 

Surface & Shine (One Tone)
· The nail should feel completely smooth on the surface to earn 1 point
· The gel sealer should be completely cured to a high shine to earn 1 point.  





Product Control 
French Competitions   
·  The application of the product should look evenly applied with a sharp division of color at the smile-line.  
· There should not be a noticeable pink hue or shadow pulled over the white application.  
· The White application of product should have a solid appearance throughout the entire free edge of the nail.  
· If cover pink is allowed and used to create a nail plate extension, it should not be applied over the white application at the smile-line or be seen from the top view of the nail.  
· There should not be any shadows or transparencies in the white or cover pink application. 
· If you are using cover pink to extend the nail plate, the natural nail must not show or shadow in the extended nail.  It is not necessary to extend the free edge when using cover pink to create the nail plate. 
· There must not be any air bubbles and or pitting in the product. 

· FRENCH ACRYLIC &GEL SCULPTURED  1 point is earned for the correct white application and a 1 point is earned for the correct pink application. 

· SALON STYLE FRENCH ½ point is earned for white and ½ point for pink application 

Hands-on art competition 
·   All of the product application should have a clean and well-defined application, and if glitter is used, control of application must be considered to earn a ½ point. 
· There must not be any air bubbles and or pitting in the clear product to earn a ½ point. 
· Total of 1 possible point earned for each nail

Cuticle Area (ZONE 1)
· The judge has two job to determine the final score given for each nail. The first portion will be focused on the surrounding skin (paronychium) . There is no ½ point given for these criteria. 
· The second score is focused on the product application. It must be applied correctly. There shouldn’t be a large space between the skin and application. There should not be a large ledge of product that can be felt. This portion of the score ½ is allowed. Total score for correct application is 1 point 

· The skin that surrounds the nail plate must be unharmed. All nail folds must not have any new and apparent cuts or abrasions to earn 1 point.
·  There should not be any apparent ledge of product that can be felt or seen near the proximal folds to earn ½ point
· The application of product must be apparent and cover the entire cuticle area near the proximal fold without leaving a large margin between the cuticle line near the proximal fold.  
· The product must not be overly filed and must be apparent to earn ½ point.
Hands-on competition 
· Each nail must have all criteria to earn 1 point and 2 of the criteria to earn a 1/2 point.  
 
Underside  
· There should no dust, debris, water, glue or excessive oil on the back of the nail.  
· The nail will earn 1 point for the nail to have a clean appearance  
· The product application must appear smooth behind the nail with no excess product to earn 1 point for each nail. 
Length  
French Acrylic and Gel 
· The nail is measured from the Cuticle to center of the smile-line to match the length of the top of the Free edge to the tips of the smile-line. 
·  If the smile points are not matching from side to side and one tip appears to be higher, measuring the length is considered to the higher (longest) smile tip. 
· 1 point earned for each correct nail 
Salon Style French (2 hands with red) 
· The French nail is measured from the Cuticle to center of the smile-line. And then from the center of smile line to the top of the free edge. 
· All measurements are done in the center of the nail. 
· The white application should have a measurement of 50% of what the pink measurement is.
·  For example: if the pink application measures 1 centimeter from the top of Zone 1 (where proximal fold is located) to the beginning smile line of the white.  The white application should measure ½ centimeter from top of white line to the free edge. 
· The second point is earned with both hands being measured together. The nails must also match hand to hand from cuticle to free edge to earn 1 point for matching fingers. 
· The judge will be measuring the red hand next to the french and comparing the length from cuticle to free edge 

· Each nail can earn 1 point for correct measurements  



One Tone
· The nail is measured from the center of the proximal fold (cuticle area) to the tip of the Free edge.
· Each nail should have the same measurement. The middle finger will be used as a point of reference.
· 1 point earned for each correct nail.

Hands-on Art 
· 1 hand competition- Each nail is measured from the cuticle to the top of the free edge 
· extension. 
· • The Index, middle and ringer finger must be the exact same length. 
· • The thumb and pinky must be the same length.



















Judges Instruction for Smilelines 
This category is judged differently for each category.
    
· Division 1 Total points is 5. 1 point possible for each nail.
· Division 2 Total points is 10.  2 points possible for each nail 
· Division 3 Total points is 15.  3 points possible for each nail.  
· Each nail is judged on its own merit.  
· The nail must meet all of the criteria for the category being judged to earn its point.  
Smileline  
Division 1: Total possible points per nail: 1  
· The smile-line must be symmetrical and have a sharp division on all exposed nails to earn a ½ point for each nail.
· The consistency of the smile line shape will be determined by the majority of the nails that appear to have the most similar shape.  
If the smile line appears uniform with the other nails it will earns ½ point 
 Division 2: Total possible points per nail: 2 
· The smile-line must be symmetrical and have a sharp division on all exposed nails 
· The consistency of the smile line shape will be determined by the majority of the nails that appear to have the most similar shape.  
The smile lines that appear uniform with the other nails is correct.
· Each nail will earn 1 point when the smile line appears to have the first two criteria listed above. 
· Each nail will earn 1 point for the 3rd criteria listed below. 
· The Smile line should be evenly aligned and centered  
Division 3: Total possible points per nail: 3 
· The smile-line must be symmetrical and have a sharp division on all exposed nails 
· The consistency of the smile line shape will be determined by the majority of the nails that appear to have the most similar shape.  
The smile lines that appear uniform with the other nails is correct.
· Each nail will earn 1 point when the smile line appears to have the first two criteria listed above. 
· Each nail will earn 1 point for the 3rd criteria listed below. 
· The Smile line should be evenly aligned and centered  
· Each nail with an exposed smile line will earn 1 point for the 4th criteria listed below. 
· The application of the smile line should be evenly applied so that the tips of the smile-line are parallel and match perfectly. 

HANDS-ON ART COMPETITIONS
ARTISTIC CRITERIA 
Judges Instructions for Artistic Criteria  
· Criteria is scored as a total score 
· All criteria points awarded are from 1-20. 10 points can be earned for the nails that are applied to the nails that are scored in round 1. And 10 points for the artwork judged on the second judging round.  
· Scores are determined by the judge's educated opinion based on the specifics of each criterion  
 
Level of Difficulty 
· The complexity of the design is evaluated on its degree of expertise.  
· The head judge for art will be looking to see if the art is executed without any elaboration (simple) or is there more difficulty and expertise put into the making of the design. The division will be considered as will be the other submissions. Highest level of difficulty is based on the submissions presented for each event. 
· The highest point of this criteria is used to help to determine the winner when two submissions have equal point value. 
 Use of Color 
· The colors chosen should complement the design and flow throughout or graduate through all 5 nails.  
· The colors should complement while still showing contrast. 
  Clarity of Design 
· The design must be apparent and identifiable 
· The design must be identifiable on each nail 
 Originality 
· The theme or design should be something you have not seen before. 
· If seen before, done in a manner that is in a new creative and unusual use of art media. 
 



Judges Instructions for 3-D Presentation   
· Nails are scored on the second round of judging.  
· All criteria points awarded are from 1-20 
· Scores are determined by the judges educated opinion based on the specifics of each criteria  
3-D Présentation 
· There should be 3D art is present on each nail 
· The 3D art should be presented with clean application 
· The 3D should be created with unique style  
 
Judges Instructions for Artistic Criteria  
· Criteria is scored as a total score 
· All criteria points awarded are from 1-10 
· Nails are scored on the second round of scoring.  
· [bookmark: _Int_gvnh3sEM]Scores are determined by the judge's educated opinion based on the specifics of each criteria. 
 Composition 
· How all the parts and pieces of your complete design are put together. 
· The design should flow from each nail so that the eye is drawn from nail to nail. 
· The nails individually represent the complete design.  
Balance 
· The design should not be too busy or too sparse.  
· The art should look evenly balanced on each nail and from nail to nail.  
· There should not be large portions on the surface of the nail left without design. 
 Présentation 
· The design appears completely finished on each nail 
· No artwork was left unfinished. Artwork that wasn't finished being completely executed Example: face with no lips or eyes, car without the tires, dog without a tail. 
 Creativity 
· Creative use of embellishments, stripers, paint, color powders & glitters. 
· There should be a creative collaboration of art that is used.  
· There should be a creative manner in which the embellishments are used to reach the design. 
Continuity of Theme  
· The theme should be carried through the design in some manner on each nail.  
· The design should compliment and have continuance from nail to nail while representing the theme.  

Graphic Quality 
· The graphics should be created with dimension, not flat.  
· There should be dimension in the artwork. 
 Media 
· There must be a minimum of 3 art mediums used on every nail.  
· They should be incorporated into the design cohesively and used in a creative manner. 
 Overall Workmanship  
· Components should be painted entirely and smoothly.  
· The artwork should not have any visual excess glue. All creations of nail art are cleanly finished.
FRENCH TWIST CRITERIA (TRADITIONAL, STILETTO & TWIST WITH COLOR HAVE THESE CRITERIA) 
Creativity of Design 
· Each nail should have a creative collaboration between distinct French and an artistic element used to create the total look.  
· The nail should have an even balance of white and pink ratio and appear evenly balanced 
  
Total Impression
· Base your opinion on the total impression of the artistic element that is represented for each nail. 
·  Every nail should represent the artistic element evenly amongst the completed set.  
· There should not be some nails with more or less work than others.  
Level of Difficulty 
· Base your opinion on the complete nails level of difficulty for the division the entree is entered into 
 
Originality 
· The total look should be something you have not seen before.





Glossary
 Crown the highest point of an arched tunnel cross section the roof or back of a tunnel
Centerline Is a line that passes through the center of a column. The basic purpose is to show circular /cylindrical features
Midpoint The midpoint is the middle point of a line segment it is equidistant from both endpoints and it is the centroid both of the segment and of the endpoints
Diameter Is a cord that passes through the center of a circle
Perimeter 
Border
Surrounding area
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