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President’s Message
Kathy Anderson, President
LeClaire Chamber of Commerce
Making Differences. As we welcome summer and continue
to support one another, I want to share with you a recent
experience I had at the LeClaire Library. The Library, like so
many of our businesses, found ways to reach out to patrons
and customers during the challenges of the past year. Our family loves visiting
the Library, especially the Summer Reading Program and the Butterfly Garden.
I’ve lived here for 10 years and never applied for a LeClaire Library card. Now I
have one!
This card had a surprising impact on me. As I looked at my new blue card, I
began to think of the many advantages of living in LeClaire. We have great
schools, medical doctors, chiropractors, physical therapy centers, insurance
agents, gym and fitness centers, churches, hotels, guest houses, pet services,
expanded parks and recreation opportunities, downtown shopping, restaurants,
riverfront, volunteer opportunities and SO much more!
My friend from Chicago tells me how lucky I am to live in LeClaire. When she
visits, she says it’s like being on vacation. I think about that a lot and what it
means to live in such a vibrant river town. We’ve been through challenging
times and this summer our stores are fully reopened. We are welcoming back
many of our treasured events, like Food Truck Fights, and Tugfest. New event
centers are opening, the Twilight is cruising and visitors are returning to
experience the charm of LeClaire. And, the Chamber is again hosting in-person
events, like networking, business openings, relocations, new services – we
want to celebrate with you!

Last June I shared with you that recovering from difficult times means working
together and supporting one another. We’ve done just that. This summer I invite
you to think about the small differences you can make to strengthen our
community. Tell us how you are doing that by posting on our Facebook
page. Do this by July 1 and we’ll pick a random winner to receive $50 in
Chamber Bucks. Write a review, share a post, tag a business or friend, post a
picture and give a shout-out – these are just a few examples of how to make a
small difference. You can also make a difference by renewing or joining the
Chamber. We have been serving LeClaire for 40 years and invite you to
celebrate that anniversary with us in September.
Our communities would not be the same without small businesses.
Kathleen Anderson,
President, LeClaire Chamber of Commerce

Shops with Hops
LeClaire small businesses were
happy and excited to host over
twelve local breweries for the 4th
Annual Shops with Hops on
Saturday, May 22nd. The sold-out
event, with 300 participants, was
held downtown LeClaire from 3:006:00 pm with an after-party at Green
Tree Brewery.
LeClaire businesses also donated items for the after-party to be raffled off to
raise money for local LeClaire non-profit, “Getting Heroes Home”. They were
able to raise $2,831 dollars! The shops that hosted breweries were:
Grasshoppers Gift Shop, Letty's Design & Décor, Razzleberries Fine Gifts, Bela,
Decades, The Shameless Chocoholic, Mississippi River Distilling Co., Riverview
Roadhouse, The Crane & Pelican, Dirty Water Music Co., What BBQ, Cody
Road Coffee, Royal-Tea, Navigate Realty – The Doering Team, and Bamboo
Baby Boutique.

TugFest Is Back – Pulling
Together 2021!

Established in 1987, the Tug is back on
for 2021. Check out the new logo created
by MindFire Communications. This logo
will be on t-shirts that you can buy to
support TugFest and River Bend Food
Bank, chosen as this year’s “Tug for a
Cause!” Two dollars from every t-shirt
sale will go to River Bend to support their
work to fight hunger in eastern Iowa and
western Illinois.
Here’s a preview of Tug events. Check
their website as more updates become
available:
Carnival: August 12-14
Family Night: Thursday, August 12
Parade: Friday, August 13, at 6pm
Fireworks: Friday, May 13, at 9:30pm
Tug Run: Saturday, August 14, at 8:30am
Kids Tug: Saturday, August 14, at 11am
Adult Tug: Saturday, August 14, 12pm
Don’t miss a chance to win weekend passes and a VIP package! Each time you
like and share on the Tug’s Facebook page, your name will be entered into a
drawing to win weekend passes for two. Drawings will be twice a month in
June, every week in July and every day August 1-8. On August 9, the VIP
package for 2 will be drawn. The more you like and share, the more chances
you have to win!

The Bison Bridge
Imagine strolling across the I-80 Bridge with your family in hand, admiring the
mighty Mississippi below, the pelicans flying above, and the bison grazing
alongside you. It sounds pretty incredible, right? It may even be hard to imagine,
especially now since thousands of cars & semis travel over this bridge daily.
BUT, this amazing idea and concept comes from the Quad Cities own, Chad
Pregracke, and he’s had this dream for years! He has dubbed it The Bison
Bridge and sees it as the future attraction of our area.
The dream is to reinvent/repurpose the existing I-80 Bridge when it’s time for a
new bridge to be built (which is soon). This project is in the early stages but is

quickly picking up momentum, thanks to articles like the one in the Chicago
Tribune published in April. “It is an outside-the-box idea, and some people
would say it’s crazy, “ Pregracke said for the Tribune. “But if it were anything but
that, would people really stop here to see it? It has to have some level of crazy
for someone to say, ‘I have to see that for myself.’”
After seeing the renderings and hearing Chad speak about this dream and
vision—it’s really hard not to feel the excitement and magic of this “outside-thebox idea.” However, the vision itself will not make this a reality. The fate of the
current I-80 bridge lies with the State of Illinois Department of Transportation,
along with the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highways
Administration, and the Iowa Department of Transportation. The Bison Bridge
Foundation’s mission is to show these agencies the benefit of building a new
structure while repurposing the existing bridge to be the one and only of it’s kind
in the world, The Bison Bridge.
The Bison Bridge Foundation’s main focus right now is looking for support in
the form of signatures and by doing so; they hope to show by public opinion that
this one-of-a-kind bridge would be a worthy investment. Per their website,
“Phase I engineering is now underway in Winter 2021, and it is this phase in
which our opportunity lies to get our project considered for approval by the
State of Illinois and the Federal Highways Administration.”
The long-term goal for this project is to claim a National Park title but first we
need to show up and join the herd. Join the movement by signing your support
on BisonBridge.org, volunteering for the cause, posting the Bison Bridge logo
on your business (or on your car, shirt, hat, dog, it all works), and just by
SHARING the word!

Friday Night LIVE!
This past Friday, June 4, from 5-11 pm was the reinvented “First Friday” and is
now known as FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE! Tourists and locals were able to find fun
things to do with multiple live music venues, shops open late, and specials at
the bars and restaurants! Live music was being performed at Wide River Winery
Tasting Room, The Crane & Pelican Café, Steventon's, Mississippi River
Distilling Company, Dirty Water Music, Riverview Roadhouse, Faithful Pilot, and
Green Tree Brewery.
Some shops that stayed open late were; Bamboo Baby Boutique, Bela, Black
Crow Salvages, Cody Road Coffee, Grasshoppers Gift Shop, LeClaire Nutrition,
Mama Bear’s Boutique, Razzleberries, and all restaurants and bars! Be on the
lookout for the next Friday Night Live, July 2nd.

River View Lodge Networking Event
After over a year of not being able to network, the LeClaire Chamber was
honored when River View Lodge graciously hosted the first LeClaire Chamber
Networking Event for 2021. The event was held on Tuesday, June 8th, from
5:30-7:30 pm with food and beverages provided by River View Lodge. Guests
and board members enjoyed each other’s company, the gorgeous venue, the
delicious food and drinks, and the magnificent view of the river!
Networking Events for the Remainder of 2021
▪ July
13th
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noon
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▪ August
10th
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▪ Sept.
14th
Evening
5:30
Steventon’s
▪ Oct.
12th

Breakfast8
am
McDonalds
▪ Nov.
9th
Lunch
noon
Crane
&
Pelican
▪ Dec.
14th
Evening
–
5:30
Mississippi
River
Distillery

New Member – LeClaire Nutrition
LeClaire Nutrition is the latest craze in downtown LeClaire, Iowa. They pride
themselves on being a team of wellness coaches that are on a mission for
nutrition!
LeClaire Nutrition offers over 80 different flavors of healthy protein shakes and
energizing teas, perfect for the person on the go wanting to make healthy
choices! Stop on by and try one of the many amazing flavors.
122 N. Cody Road
LeClaire, IA 52753
562-223-7190
Follow them on Facebook!
Hours Mon-Friday 630-130pm and Saturday- Pop Up Hours Closed on Sunday

Welcome New Member! Electronic Engineering
Electronic Engineering is an Iowa-based company, family-owned and operated
for the past 75 years. They specialize in finding solutions for their customers

instead of focusing on sales. Their areas of expertise include two-way
communication, security camera systems, key card access, and telematics.
Give them a call today for more information!
5000 Tremont Ave., Suite 201
Davenport Iowa 52807
563-322-0981
Visit their Website

Chamber's 40th Anniversary!
The LeClaire Chamber is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year! As we
prepare to officially celebrate in September, we're taking a look back and talking
with former Board members. We'll share those conversations with you starting
with this reflection from Dr. Rick Reed, former Chamber Board President and
CEO/President of Adesign, Inc.
We'll continue seeking out and sharing these stories with you as we celebrate
this year. If you have a story you would like to share with us, please contact
Kathy Anderson at kathy@leclairechamber.com.

A Brief Reflection on LeClaire Chamber in the 21st
Century
It is with great pride and joy to reflect on the LeClaire Chamber of Commerce’s
40th anniversary.

For the past 23 years, I have had the honor and privilege to play a role in and
witness immense growth and positive change in our historic community.
Prior to my tenure during LeClaire’s downtown revitalization from 2003 - 2007,
Gwen Wigley served as the LeClaire Chamber of Commerce President from
1998 - 2002. I was very fortunate to have learned a great deal from Gwen as I
served as a chamber board member. Gwen was an amazing, gifted leader who
was transparent, inclusive and authentic. She always had a smile to brighten
the day for all she met. Gwen was especially gifted in her ability to bring
everyone together during some very challenging times for the LeClaire
Chamber of Commerce. At that time, many LeClaire businesses were
struggling and seeking direction for sustainability and growth. Gwen was able to
help everyone see that there were brighter days ahead for all. This helped set
the stage for what was to come.
After Gwen’s tenure as President, I was voted in by our membership as
President along with Lane Bleeker serving as Vice President in 2002 - 2008.
With a host of absolutely amazing board members including Steve Suiter, Chris
Cournoyer, Debbie Mulvania, Mike Clingingsmith, Dayle Hall, Deb Willaredt,
and Gwen Wigley, a new vision for LeClaire began to emerge.
Seeing the need for a definitive identity, a branding campaign for LeClaire and
the Chamber was initiated with donated designs, marketing and advertising
from my marketing firm, Adesign, Inc. A new logo and marketing strategy helped
secure LeClaire’s future as a wonderful community for residents and visitors
alike. With the primary vision to revitalize LeClaire for the 21st century,
promoting an active Chamber membership became a focus for building strength
and unity throughout our community.
With a proactive board driven membership drive, LeClaire Chamber
membership quickly exceeded 325 members. Input was sought from all
members to understand what they would like to see their Chamber accomplish.
Results from the survey called for the Chamber to be proactive in developing
community relations and awareness of our existing businesses and to revitalize
our downtown area in great need of updating and repair. It was believed that in
doing so, a new era of improved relations and pride in LeClaire residents and
businesses would result. This would promote expansion and growth as well as
encourage new business development. While maintaining the historic and
cherished culture of our beloved small town community, this desire for
sustainable growth became reality through the dedicated, hard work of all
involved.
After meeting with several business owners, community residents, civic

organizations and city hall, a much needed plan for revitalization came into
focus as a priority. With the blessing of my board members and city hall, I
secured assistance from Iowa State University’s (ISU) Planning Landscape and
Community Enhancement Program (P.L.A.C.E.). The ISU program involves
graduate students, professors and many ISU resources. P.L.A.C.E. chooses
only one Iowa community each year to help plan and design a new vision for
growth and prosperity.
Fortunately, LeClaire was chosen for 2003. After four months of working with
ISU’s graduate students, a visionary presentation was proposed to LeClaire city
leaders for consideration in November of 2003. Having unanimous support,
LeClaire Mayor Vern Spring, Administrator Ed Choate, and council members
including Rodney Collier, Mike Wolfe, Bruce Richardson, Debbie Smith, and
Mary Farmer were able to secure the nearly 7 million dollars needed to proceed
with the revitalization plan in 2004. After working with architects, design
engineers and construction firms, our visionary plan was put into action with
completion of the levee and main street revitalization in 2006.
After my tenure as President serving from 2002 to 2008, many great board
members and Presidents including Lane Bleeker, Debbie Mulvania, Mike
Clingingsmith, Dayle Hall, and current President Kathy Anderson followed to
continue the legacy of the LeClaire Chamber of Commerce helping LeClaire
continue to prosper. Assuredly, the future continues to look very bright well
throughout the 21st century and beyond for LeClaire.
Dr. Rick N. Reed
EdD, MOL, PCED
LeClaire Chamber of Commerce
President Emeritus, 2002-2008

LeClaire City Wide Garage Sale Weekend
Whoa! Can you say amazing! The city of LeClaire was a hustle with people from
bordering towns and some from even up to an hour away, just to enjoy our City
Wide Garage Sale Weekend for 2021! In total, there were over 65 residential
houses registered for this City-Wide event, and even a handful of local
businesses, including Grasshoppers, who hopped on board the garage sale
train!
It sure was nice to get out, enjoy the town, meet our neighbors and enjoy a little

treasure hunting! What was your favorite stop you made??
Hold on to your hats, because we might just have another sale weekend in the
works for Fall 2021! Will you be ready??

Tourism Talk with Cindy Bruhn
Many love to play in LeClaire! The 4th Annual Shops with Hops, a fun event for
craft beer aficionados, was on May 22. They sold out, in advance, 300 tasting
glasses and had 12 shops participating with samples of craft beer. The afterparty was at Green Tree Brewery with “Getting Heroes Home” receiving a
donation of $2,831 as the event charity. The event organizers always do a great
job of highlighting local shops and craft breweries to remind us to “Shop Small /
Shop Local”! Of course, we can’t thank the public enough for coming out to
have fun in LeClaire and supporting our businesses!
Memorial Day weekend saw the beginning of the 1.5-hour sightseeing cruises
on the Riverboat Twilight. If you haven’t been on the Twilight before, I can’t
recommend this enough. All ages enjoy it! They are offering sightseeing cruises
every Saturday through August (except for August 14), September 18, and
October 16 at 11am, 1:30pm, and 4pm. And don’t forget – they offer spectacular
2-day cruises that can’t be beaten, too. Check out www.riverboattwilight.com for
more information and to make your reservations.
NEW this year is the re-invented first Friday of the month event now called
Friday Night LIVE! Find FUN in LeClaire with 8 live music venues, shops open
late, and specials at the bars and restaurants starting on June 4. More
information can be found here.
Back by popular demand are the City-wide Garage Sales on June 4-5
sponsored by the LeClaire Chamber of Commerce this year. LeClaire has the
best garage sales for a huge variety of gently used (and sometimes new)
treasures!
Of course, there’s wine tasting, live music outdoors, car shows, Tug Fest, and
much more coming up, including the 4th Annual Food Truck Fight on June 1819. This year, it has been broken up into three smaller events to make it more

enjoyable for attendees and to allow for social distancing. Be sure and get your
tickets NOW – they are only being sold in advance online here..
There is so much fun to be had (including great shopping, dining, and touring)
that I can’t mention everything here. If you want to keep updated on all the great
events going on in LeClaire, you can go to www.visitleclaire.com and submit
your email address to receive our e-news that goes out twice a month or check
out our website anytime. You can “Like” us on Facebook (LeClaire, Iowa), too,
to see daily updates and find us on Twitter and Instagram.
If you want to be part of the excitement and volunteer at the LeClaire
Information Center, please contact me at info@visitleclaire.com . We have a lot
of fun!
Thank you for your interest in LeClaire! Cindy Bruhn, LeClaire Tourism Manager

Join the Chamber for 2021!
Whether you own or manage a business, provide a service, or just want to be
involved in your community, we invite you to join the LeClaire Chamber of
Commerce! Go to our website, www.leclairechamber.com to join and to learn of
all the many benefits of being a member and see the directory of our many
current members – many are your friends and neighbors. Join us!
Mission Statement: The LeClaire Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary
partnership of area businesses, organizations, and individuals working together

to build a healthy economy while promoting and nurturing the quality of life in
historic LeClaire.
What are your 2021 goals? How are you going to get there? How are you
marketing your business? Are you taking full advantage of your Chamber
membership? Joining the Chamber is an economical way to promote your
products and services. As part of your membership, you receive these benefits:
▪ Listing
on
the
Chamber
website
with
weblinks
to
all
member
businesses
▪ Promoting
your
business
through
Facebook,
website,
and
email
▪ Celebrating
your
events
with
new
and
existing
businesses
▪ Celebrating
with
new
and
existing
businesses
with
ribbon
cuttings
▪ Staying
up
to
date
with
Chamber

news,
community
events,
and
volunteer
opportunities
and
advertise
your
business
via
the
weekly
email,
“Friday
Announcements”
▪ Referring
of
Chamber
members
in
response
to
inquiries
▪ Participating
in
Chamber
Bucks
Program
to
promote
patronage
of
local
businesses
▪ Monthly
events:
networking
and
Economic
Development
meetings
Your membership is an investment in your business and the LeClaire
community. Thank You!

Welcome New Chamber Members for 2021!
Electronic Engineering
Electronic Engineering is an Iowa-based company, family-owned and operated
for the past 75 years. They specialize in finding solutions for their customers
instead of focusing on sales. Their areas of expertise include two-way
communication, security camera systems, key card access, and telematics.
Give them a call today for more information!
5000 Tremont Ave., Suite 201
Davenport Iowa 52807
563-322-0981
www.eengineering.com

Dirty Water Music
Located at 102 N. Cody Road, LeClaire, IA and is owned by Ray Burge. Dirty
Water Music, located in beautiful downtown Le Claire, IA is a unique music
experience including live performances from some of the area's best artists, a
professional recording studio, private events, lessons, and more!
309-269-6448 or info@dirtywatermusic.com
Follow them on Facebook!

Orange Door Studios
Orange Door Studios is a Le Claire, Iowa photography studio owned by Holly
Willwerth. They offer boutique portrait photography as well as commercial
photography. Orange Door Studios creates artwork for your home. They take
amazing images of you or your family and turn them into beautifully framed
prints, gallery-wrapped canvases, or image blocks. From the style of your
session to the finished product, they walk you through every single step to
ensure the final result is outstanding.
843-455-5667

Visit their website
Follow them on Facebook!

River View Lodge
Just off of Interstate 80 and Highway 67 in Le Claire, Iowa, the River View
Lodge provides a gorgeous view of the Mississippi River. River View Lodge sits
on nearly two acres of land in the middle of local restaurants and entertainment.
Whether you are looking to host a large family gathering or an elegant location
for your next corporate event, the River View Lodge is ideal for any occasion or
even your own private getaway. They offer a private boutique hotel experience
with the amenities and accommodations to make you feel at home. Relax in the
whirlpool tub and watch the sunrise over the Mississippi River.
1000 Stagecoach Trail
LeClaire, IA 52753
563-202-2308
Open Daily from 8-5pm
Follow them on Facebook!
Visit their Website

Cody Road Coffee
Cody Road Coffee is a rustic, walk-in coffee shop in downtown LeClaire, Iowa.
From their signature house blends, to smoothies, refreshers, and baked goods,
you are sure to find a delicious choice to fill your daily drink cravings. Be sure to
stop on by and try and treat or two!
114 N. Cody Road
LeClaire, IA 52753
563-289-2436
Hours M-T 6-4pm F 6-5pm Saturday 7-5pm Sunday 8-5pm
Visit Their Website
Follow them on Facebook!

Sertoma Centre, Inc.
Sertoma Centre, Inc. is a nationally accredited, non-profit agency
that provides services to nearly 1,700 individuals with developmental and/or
intellectual disabilities and those living with mental illness.
Sertoma Centre, Inc. began in 1971 as a job training center that provided
employment and training opportunities for individuals with disabilities. While the
Centre experienced significant growth in the past 50 years, their mission of
providing opportunities that empower individuals with disabilities to achieve
personal success remains steadfast. Attaining their vision of all people with

disabilities living, working, and fully participating in their community is the focus
of their work.
Their Intellectual and Development Disabilities programs include developmental
training, autism services, senior programming, community employment services
and support, skills training, and residential services. Sertoma Centre operates
nine residential homes and oversees individuals in intermittent living
arrangements.
Their Community Mental Health and Counseling programs and services support
adults who experience mental illness to work toward personal recovery.
Support may include individual- and group-based services, skill-building,
psychoeducation, and therapy.
Sertoma Centre also offers Janitorial Services that provides top-quality general
cleaning and specialty services to businesses and homes.
4343 W. 123rd Street
Alsip, IL 60803
708-371-9700
Hours – M-F 8-4pm and Closed on Saturday and Sunday
Visit their website
Follow them on Facebook!

Here's the Scoop-LeClaire
We are a locally owned, family shop. We opened our doors in the spring of
2017 and in the summer of 2018, we added an ice cream truck!
Here at the "Scoop", we offer small batch handcrafted gourmet ice cream using
the finest ingredients. All of our ice cream is made in the shop and served in
our homemade waffle cones, bowls, or a cup. We have ice cream sandwiches
too! Order an ice cream cake for that special occasion.
Come Check out the different flavors we offer!
563-289-1905
204 Jones Street
LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Closed Monday
Tuesday 2–9PM
Wednesday 2–9PM
Thursday 2–9PM
Friday-Sunday 12–9PM
Follow them on Facebook!

City of LeClaire
Karree Fah
Individual Membership

Teresa Garrison
Individual Membership

Debbie Smith
Individual Membership
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