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FINDINGS

USCIS FORM N-600 (APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF
CITIZENSHIP): COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL ANALYSIS AND PRACTICE
GUIDE

The Form N-600, officially titled the "Application for Certificate of Citizenship," represents a critical pathway
for individuals born outside the United States to obtain definitive documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when
that citizenship was acquired or derived through a U.S. citizen parent rather than through birth in the U.S.
territory or naturalization[1][19]. This form addresses a distinct and important segment of immigration law: it
is not a mechanism for becoming a citizen but rather a means of documenting citizenship that has already
been acquired through operation of law. The median processing time for N-600 applications as of fiscal year
2025 stands at approximately 11.2 months, a significant increase from just 3.2 months in 2020, reflecting
mounting workload pressures at USCIS facilities nationwide[15][43]. The filing fee is $1,385 for paper
applications or $1,335 for online filing, though fee waivers are available for eligible applicants through Form
I-912[1][19][43]. Understanding the N-600 process requires careful attention to multiple citizenship pathways,
stringent documentation requirements that vary considerably based on family circumstances, and strict
eligibility criteria tied to age and residency status. This report provides comprehensive guidance on Form
N-600 applications, addressing eligibility determinations, documentation strategies, procedural requirements,
and the particular processing dynamics applicable to Northern California cases.

Understanding Form N-600: Purpose, Scope, and Distinction from Other Citizenship
Pathways

The Certificate of Citizenship as Documentary Proof

Form N-600 applications seek issuance of a Certificate of Citizenship, which functions as permanent legal
proof that an individual acquired or derived U.S. citizenship through a U.S. citizen parent before reaching age
eighteen[1][19]. The Certificate of Citizenship is particularly useful-and often necessary-when an applicant
needs to obtain a U.S. passport, apply for immigration benefits for a spouse or family member, demonstrate
status for employment purposes, or establish citizenship for administrative or legal proceedings[1][19][48].
Critically, the Certificate of Citizenship is not a substitute for a birth certificate or Certificate of Naturalization
in all contexts, but it serves as definitive evidence of acquisition or derivation of citizenship for individuals
born abroad. Unlike the Application for Naturalization (Form N-400), which is filed by permanent residents
seeking to become U.S. citizens through an affirmative process, the N-600 is fundamentally retrospective-it
documents citizenship that has already been obtained automatically by operation of law[1][19][24].

The distinction between who files Form N-600 versus other citizenship-related forms is critical to
understanding the form's scope. Individuals who were born in the United States may not file Form N-600;
instead, their U.S. birth certificate functions as proof of citizenship[1][19]. Similarly, individuals who have
already obtained a Certificate of Naturalization should not file Form N-600, as the Certificate of
Naturalization is their proof of citizenship[1][19]. Additionally, individuals currently residing abroad should
seek evidence of citizenship through a passport application to the U.S. State Department rather than through
an N-600 application[1][19]. For individuals residing abroad but who qualify for citizenship through a U.S.
citizen parent or grandparent under specific statutory provisions, Form N-600K (Application for Citizenship
and Issuance of Certificate Under Section 322) may be the appropriate vehicle[38][41].

Acquired Versus Derived Citizenship: Two Distinct Pathways
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USCIS uses specific terminology to describe the two primary routes through which individuals become
eligible to file Form N-600[1][19]. Acquisition describes a child born outside the United States to a parent
who already possessed U.S. citizenship at the time of birth[1][19]. In acquired citizenship cases, the child
automatically becomes a U.S. citizen at birth if the applicable physical presence and relationship requirements
are satisfied by the U.S. citizen parent. Derivation, by contrast, applies to a child who was born to non-citizen
parents but subsequently acquired U.S. citizenship automatically when one or both parents
naturalized-provided that certain custody and residency requirements were met at the time of
naturalization[1][19][24][35]. The distinction between these two pathways is consequential because the
statutory requirements, documentation burdens, and timing considerations differ substantially. Understanding
which pathway applies to a particular applicant is the essential first step in determining eligibility and
assembling the requisite evidence.

Statutory and Regulatory Framework Governing N-600 Eligibility

Acquired Citizenship Requirements Under INA § 301 and INA § 320

Acquired citizenship provisions are codified in multiple sections of the Immigration and Nationality Act, with
the specific requirements depending on the child's birth date and family circumstances[11][24][50]. For
children born in or after 2001, the primary framework derives from the Child Citizenship Act (CCA) and INA
§ 320, which establishes that a child born outside the United States may acquire U.S. citizenship if: (1) at least
one parent is a U.S. citizen; (2) the child is lawfully admitted for permanent residence; (3) the child is under
age eighteen at the time the requirement is met; and (4) the child is residing in the United States in the legal
and physical custody of the U.S. citizen parent[1][7][12][24]. Unlike some earlier statutory frameworks, INA
§ 320 does not require sole legal custody or that the U.S. citizen parent be the primary residential parent; the
State Department's foreign affairs manual clarifies that the child could reside with the alien parent during the
school year and with the U.S. citizen parent during summers, provided the child's principal residence is with
the U.S. citizen parent[7].

The physical presence and residency requirements for parents claiming a child born abroad vary significantly
depending on the number and citizenship status of the parents, the child's legitimacy status, and the date of
birth[8][11][50]. When both parents are U.S. citizens, at least one parent must have resided in the United
States at any point before the child was born[50]. When one parent is a U.S. citizen and the other is a U.S.
national, the U.S. citizen parent must have been physically present in the U.S. for at least one continuous year
before the child's birth[50]. When one parent is a U.S. citizen and the other is a foreign national, the U.S.
citizen parent must have been physically present in the U.S. for at least five years, including at least two years
after age fourteen[50]. For children born out of wedlock, additional complexity arises, particularly regarding
paternity establishment and the application of the physical presence requirements. The Supreme Court's
decision in Sessions v. Morales-Santana held that laws applying different physical presence standards to
unwed mothers versus unwed fathers violated the Equal Protection Clause, resulting in application of uniform
standards across all categories since June 12, 2017[8].

Derived Citizenship Under INA § 321 and Former INA § 321

Derived citizenship operates under a different legal framework[9][24][35]. For children deriving citizenship
through the naturalization of a parent, the statutory requirements depend on the child's birth date. For children
born on or after January 13, 1941, and before December 24, 1952, the requirements were that both parents had
to naturalize, or if one parent naturalized, the other parent had to be a U.S. citizen at birth and remain one, be
deceased, or the parents had to be legally separated with the naturalizing parent having custody[9]. For
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children born on or after December 24, 1952, and before June 27, 1952, different rules applied. For children
born on or after June 27, 1952, and deriving under the applicable statute in effect during their birth period, the
requirements typically included that the child be a lawful permanent resident residing with a U.S. citizen
parent, that one or both parents had naturalized before the child's twenty-first birthday, and that specific
custody and legitimacy requirements were satisfied[9]. Critically, the Immigrant Legal Resource Center
(ILRC) maintains comprehensive charts documenting how citizenship law has changed over time and which
provisions apply based on the date of birth, as this area of law has been repeatedly amended and is generally
not retroactive[5][9].

Physical Presence and Legal and Physical Custody Requirements

The State Department's foreign affairs manual, which governs consular administration of citizenship law,
clarifies that "legal and physical custody" under INA § 320(a) does not require sole legal custody or that the
U.S. citizen parent be the primary residential parent[7]. The Department's interpretation has evolved: the
agency previously interpreted "physical custody" narrowly as requiring actual bodily custody at the time of an
interview, but no longer applies that standard. Instead, physical custody is now understood in connection with
the requirement that the child be "residing" in the United States[7]. To determine that an applicant is in
physical custody of the U.S. citizen parent, the adjudicator must first determine whether the U.S. citizen
parent is residing in the United States and analyze the character of the stay if the U.S. citizen parent maintains
separate residences from other parents[7]. If the U.S. citizen parent has very limited visitation (for example, a
few hours of supervised visitation on specific days), the child would not be residing with the U.S. citizen
parent[7].

Significantly, there is no time limit on how long the physical custody requirement must be satisfied[7]. The
applicant fulfills the physical custody requirement once he or she begins to reside with the U.S. citizen parent,
but the requirement need not be satisfied at the time of filing Form N-600[10][24]. The Immigrant Legal
Resource Center has advocated that USCIS clarify that the requirement to show legal and physical custody
does not apply to children who acquired citizenship at birth, nor to children who derived citizenship under
former INA § 321[10][15]. This distinction matters because it reduces documentation burden for acquisition
cases, where the custody requirement applies only if the parents are divorced or separated or if the child was
adopted, but not when both parents remain married to each other.

Current Legal Landscape: Processing Times, Procedural Updates, and Recent
Developments

N-600 Processing Times by USCIS Service Center (February 2026)

Form N-600 processing times have lengthened significantly in recent years. As of February 2026, median
processing time for N-600 applications stands at approximately 11.2 months, a sharp increase from 5.8
months in fiscal year 2023 and 7.4 months in fiscal year 2024[15][43]. The range of processing times depends
substantially on the USCIS Service Center or field office handling the application; according to current data,
processing times range from 3.3 to 22 months depending on the USCIS office[1][19]. This wide variance
reflects significant regional differences in workload and resources. The Chicago Service Center, the Midwest
Key Operations Service Center, and the Texas Service Center have historically operated with substantial
backlogs, while smaller field offices in less populated areas often process applications more quickly[3].

The processing timeline is divided into distinct phases. After filing, USCIS typically mails a receipt notice
(Form I-797C) within two to four weeks of receiving the application, providing the applicant with a
thirteen-character case number for tracking purposes[14][25]. Subsequently, USCIS schedules a biometrics
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appointment approximately four to six weeks after filing, during which the applicant is required to sign the
application in person, have their photograph taken, and provide their fingerprints for background
checks[4][14][25]. The biometrics appointment itself is brief, typically lasting about thirty minutes. USCIS
then reviews the application and supporting documentation. In many cases, USCIS requires an in-person
interview, which typically occurs three to six months after filing, though USCIS may waive the interview
requirement if the submitted documentation is sufficiently complete[14][25][43].

Interview Waiver Criteria

While general policy holds that most N-600 applicants must appear for an in-person interview, USCIS has
discretion to waive this requirement under specific circumstances[14][25]. USCIS will generally waive the
interview if all required documentation necessary to establish the applicant's eligibility is already included in
USCIS administrative records, or if the application is accompanied by one of the following: (1) a Consular
Report of Birth Abroad (FS-240); (2) an applicant's unexpired U.S. passport issued initially for a full five or
ten-year period; or (3) a Certificate of Naturalization of the applicant's parent or parents[14][25]. The presence
of these documents is understood to sufficiently establish citizenship or the parent's citizenship status without
requiring an interview.

Oath of Allegiance and Certificate Issuance

Upon approval of the N-600 application, applicants age fourteen and over must take the Oath of Allegiance at
a USCIS office before receiving the Certificate of Citizenship[4][14][15]. Applicants under age fourteen may
be exempt from the oath requirement. The oath ceremony typically occurs four to six months after filing the
application, though timing varies. After taking the oath, the USCIS officer issues the Certificate of Citizenship
on the same day or at a separate scheduled ceremony. Applicants under age fourteen who do not take the oath
still receive the certificate upon approval[4][14][15].

Online Versus Paper Filing: Current Operational Considerations

As of February 2026, USCIS permits online filing of Form N-600 through its MyUSCIS platform[1][17][31].
However, experienced immigration practitioners in Northern California and nationally have noted persistent
concerns about the reliability of online filing systems. The USCIS online filing system continues to experience
technical difficulties and has been described by practitioners as "clunky" and unreliable, with concerns that
final printed versions of online applications may contain missing data fields[34]. Several immigration law
firms continue to recommend paper filing despite USCIS's promotion of online filing because paper filings
create a physical record of the application as submitted, allowing practitioners to verify that USCIS received
all documents and providing backup documentation if USCIS loses materials or if officers overlook submitted
evidence at interviews[31]. Additionally, applicants requesting a fee waiver cannot file online; they must file
by mail[1][31].

When filing by paper, applications must be mailed to the Phoenix Lockbox Facility using the addresses
provided in the N-600 instructions[33]. The effective addresses as of January 2021 are: for U.S. Postal
Service, USCIS, P.O. Box 20100, Phoenix, AZ 85036; for express mail or courier services, USCIS, Attn:
Form N-600, 1820 E. Skyharbor Circle S, Suite 100, Phoenix, AZ 85034[33]. Using priority mail with
tracking is strongly recommended to provide evidence of timely filing and receipt.

N-600 Eligibility Requirements: Detailed Analysis

Age and Residency Requirements
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The most fundamental eligibility requirement for N-600 applications is that the applicant must be under age
eighteen and currently residing in the United States in the legal and physical custody of a U.S. citizen
parent[1][19][24][35]. The age requirement is strict: an applicant who has reached age eighteen is ineligible
for Form N-600 under the standard provisions. Importantly, an applicant who was under age eighteen when
the last qualifying condition was met but has now reached age eighteen may still file if all other requirements
were satisfied before the eighteenth birthday[24][35]. Additionally, an applicant who reached age eighteen on
or after February 27, 2001 (the date the Child Citizenship Act took effect) but was under age eighteen on that
date may file Form N-600 even if they are now over age eighteen, provided all conditions were met before age
eighteen[24][35].

The residency requirement is equally specific: the applicant must currently reside in the United States in legal
and physical custody of the U.S. citizen parent[1][19][24]. An applicant residing abroad is ineligible for Form
N-600 and should instead pursue evidence of citizenship through other means, such as obtaining a Consular
Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) or a U.S. passport through the State Department[1][19]. For applicants
residing abroad with a U.S. citizen parent who is stationed there as a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or as a
U.S. government employee, Form N-600K may be the appropriate alternative[38][41].

Permanent Resident Status Requirement

An applicant must be a lawful permanent resident of the United States (green card holder) to be eligible for
Form N-600[1][12][24][40]. This requirement applies regardless of whether the applicant is claiming acquired
or derived citizenship. The applicant must have been admitted as a permanent resident before satisfying other
requirements. Notably, the Immigrant Legal Resource Center has identified a circuit split regarding whether a
child must actually have been admitted to lawful permanent residence to derive citizenship under former INA
§ 321, with some courts finding that children who satisfied other requirements but were never formally
admitted may still derive citizenship, while other courts require formal admission[10][15]. This ambiguity has
not been fully resolved by USCIS policy, creating potential complications in edge cases.

Disqualifying Factors

Certain circumstances permanently disqualify an applicant from filing Form N-600[1][19][24]. An individual
who was born in the United States cannot file Form N-600; such an individual is a U.S. citizen at birth and
should obtain a U.S. birth certificate[1][19]. An individual who has already obtained a Certificate of
Naturalization (through the N-400 process) cannot file Form N-600; the Certificate of Naturalization is their
proof of citizenship[1][19]. An individual currently residing abroad is ineligible for standard Form N-600,
though Form N-600K may be available in specific circumstances[1][19]. Additionally, an individual born out
of wedlock, not legitimated, with only a U.S. citizen father cannot file Form N-600 under the current legal
framework[1][19][24][35], though this restriction has been subject to constitutional challenges and may not
apply prospectively depending on the date of birth and pending litigation.

Documentation Requirements: Comprehensive Roadmap by Citizenship Pathway

Universal Documentation Requirements

All N-600 applicants must submit certain baseline documentation regardless of citizenship
pathway[1][19][23][24][25]. These universal requirements include: (1) two 2-inch-by-2-inch passport-style
photographs meeting State Department standards (white background, eyes open); (2) the applicant's birth
certificate or record issued and certified by a civil authority in the country of birth; (3) evidence of the U.S.
citizen parent's citizenship; (4) the U.S. citizen parent's birth certificate issued and certified by a civil authority
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in the country of birth; and (5) evidence of the applicant's permanent resident status, such as a copy of the
permanent resident card (green card)[1][19][23][24].

Conditional Documentation Requirements Based on Family Circumstances

Beyond universal requirements, applicants must provide additional documentation based on specific family
circumstances[1][19][23][24][25]. If the U.S. citizen parent's marital status is or has been other than single,
applicants must provide the parent's marriage certificate(s) issued and certified by a civil authority in the state
or country of marriage[23][24]. If the U.S. citizen parent has terminated a prior marriage through divorce,
annulment, or death, applicants must provide certified copies of the divorce decree, annulment document, or
death certificate as evidence of marriage termination[23][24].

For adopted children, comprehensive adoption documentation is required. Applicants must provide a full and
final adoption decree, which could be either the adoption decree from the country of birth (translated into
English if applicable) or an adoption decree issued from a U.S. state court[1][7][23][24]. If the adoption was
not full and final, the applicant must provide evidence of re-adoption in the United States[23][24]. The
adoption decree must demonstrate that the adoption was full and final before the child's eighteenth
birthday[12][40].

For children born out of wedlock, legitimation documentation is critical if the U.S. citizen parent is the
father[1][23][24]. Applicants must provide legitimation documentation from the country or state in which the
child was legitimated, or legitimation established according to the laws of the father's residence or the
applicant's residence. State Department guidance clarifies that legitimation requirements vary by jurisdiction
and must be verified on a case-by-case basis[8][24].

For cases involving custody disputes, divorce, legal separation, or adoption, applicants must provide proof of
legal custody. This is only required for applicants whose U.S. citizen parents are divorced and/or legally
separated, or for adopted applicants[1][23][24]. If a formal custody order exists, the applicant should submit a
certified copy of that order. If both parents were married at the child's birth and remain married, legal custody
is presumed to both parents, and the applicant should submit the marriage certificate along with evidence
(such as school records) listing both parents as contacts[20][53].

Physical custody proof is similarly required only in specific circumstances: for adopted applicants, those
whose parents are divorced or legally separated, or those who were born out of wedlock[1][20][53]. The
easiest way to demonstrate physical custody is through school records showing the child's enrollment and the
U.S. citizen parent's address as the residence. School districts maintain various documents-often called
"Person Summary Reports"-that include the child's name, the U.S. citizen parent's name, and the parent's
address as the residence. Other evidence of physical custody may include medical records, baptismal
certificates, church records, employment records of the U.S. citizen parent showing the child listed as a
dependent, or affidavits from third parties having knowledge of the residence and physical
presence[20][23][24][53].

Proof of Physical Presence for Parent

Applicants must provide evidence that the U.S. citizen parent met the required physical presence in the United
States at the specified time. The evidence must demonstrate that the parent was actually present in the U.S. for
the required period. Primary evidence may include school, employment, or military records; deeds, mortgages,
or leases showing residence; attestations by churches, unions, or other organizations; U.S. Social Security
quarterly reports; or affidavits of third parties having knowledge of the residence and physical
presence[23][50]. Additional documents that help prove physical presence include passport stamps, airline
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tickets, baptismal certificates showing dates and locations of baptism, census records, housing and utility bills,
medical records, and travel records[26][50].

Secondary Evidence and Affidavits When Primary Documents Unavailable

If primary evidence is unavailable, applicants must provide secondary evidence and a written explanation of
why the required documents cannot be obtained[23][24][53]. The USCIS N-600 instructions specifically
authorize use of secondary evidence, including baptismal certificates showing name, place of birth, date of
birth, and baptism date; census records showing name, place of birth, date of birth, and age; or
affidavits[23][24]. When submitting affidavits as evidence of unavailability of primary documents, the
applicant must submit two affidavits sworn to (or affirmed) by persons having personal knowledge of the
claimed event[23][24][53]. If primary evidence is not available and no acceptable secondary evidence exists,
two witness affidavits accompanied by an explanation of unavailability may suffice. Witnesses should
preferably be individuals with personal knowledge of the applicant's birth and relationship to the parent-for
example, a midwife present at delivery or a family member who assisted. If such individuals are not available,
family members such as aunts, uncles, siblings, or even parents may serve as witnesses, though they carry less
evidentiary weight[20][53].

Proof of Parental Citizenship

Applicants must establish that at least one parent is a U.S. citizen. Acceptable evidence of parental U.S.
citizenship includes: (1) a U.S. birth certificate showing birth in the United States; (2) a Certificate of
Naturalization (Form N-550); (3) a Certificate of Citizenship (Form N-560); (4) a Consular Report of Birth
Abroad (FS-240); or (5) a valid, unexpired U.S. passport[23][33]. If the parent's citizenship was derived
through a grandparent, additional documentation establishing the grandparent's citizenship and the parent's
derived citizenship may be required.

Documentation for Non-English Language Records

All documents not in English must be accompanied by a complete English translation[23][24][33]. The
translator must certify that the translation is complete, accurate, and that they are competent to translate from
the foreign language to English[23][33]. The certification should include the translator's signature, printed
name, signature date, and contact information[23]. USCIS generally will not accept CRBA (Consular Report
of Birth Abroad) documentation that lacks this certification.

Procedural Roadmap: Step-by-Step Process After Filing

Receipt Notice and Case Tracking

Upon receipt of a properly filed N-600 application, USCIS will mail a receipt notice (Form I-797C, Notice of
Action) within two to four weeks[14][25]. This receipt notice is critical: it contains the applicant's
thirteen-character case number, which can be used to track the application status online through the USCIS
Case Status Online tool[14][25][44]. Applicants should save the receipt notice and provide the case number to
any attorney or representative handling the matter. The receipt notice confirms that USCIS received the
application but does not indicate that processing has begun substantively; it merely establishes the filing date
for administrative purposes[14][25].

Biometrics Appointment Scheduling and Procedures

Approximately four to six weeks after filing, USCIS mails an appointment notice for the biometrics
appointment[14][25]. The appointment notice specifies the date, time, and location (typically the nearest
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Application Support Center-ASC) where the applicant must appear[14][25]. Applicants must bring
government-issued photo identification to the appointment, such as a passport, driver's license, military photo
identification, or state-issued photo identification card[14][25]. At the biometrics appointment, USCIS collects
the applicant's fingerprints (for background checks and identity verification), photograph, and signature. The
appointment typically lasts less than thirty minutes[4][14][25]. This is not an interview; its sole purpose is to
collect biometric information. Applicants should not reschedule the appointment without compelling reason,
as doing so delays the overall processing timeline[14][25].

Request for Evidence (RFE): Identifying and Responding to Missing Documentation

If USCIS determines that the application lacks necessary documentation or information, the agency will issue
a Request for Evidence (RFE)[27][30]. The RFE specifies exactly which documents or evidence are needed
and provides a deadline (typically sixty to ninety days, but the specific deadline stated in the notice controls)
by which USCIS must receive the response[27][30]. Failing to respond by the deadline will result in denial or
abandonment of the application. USCIS typically provides only one RFE; if the response is inadequate, the
application is generally denied without further opportunity to supplement[27][30].

When responding to an RFE, the applicant must submit a complete, single response addressing all issues
raised[27][30]. The response should include the original RFE notice on top, followed by a cover letter that
lists all evidence being submitted and clearly addresses each request, and then the supporting documents
organized logically[27][30]. The response must be sent to the address specified in the RFE notice via mail
with tracking (Priority Mail, FedEx, UPS, or DHL), and the applicant should retain copies of everything
submitted[27][30]. Common RFE issues in N-600 cases include missing certification documents proving
parental citizenship, incomplete evidence of legal and physical custody, missing translations of
foreign-language documents, inadequate proof of physical presence in the U.S., and missing evidence of
permanent resident status or admission[27][30].

Citizenship Interview (When Required)

If USCIS does not waive the interview requirement, the agency will mail an interview appointment notice
approximately three to six months after filing[14][25][43]. The notice specifies the date, time, and location of
the interview and instructs the applicant on what documents to bring. Applicants should bring original
documents or certified copies of all materials submitted with the application, their interview appointment
notice, and government-issued photo identification[14][25]. If any document is in a language other than
English, the applicant must obtain a certified English translation[14][25].

During the N-600 interview, a USCIS officer will review the application and supporting documentation, ask
questions about the applicant's background and family circumstances, and verify information provided on the
form. The interview typically lasts thirty minutes to one hour[14][25]. For applicants under age fourteen
whose parent is filing on their behalf, the interview may be conducted primarily with the parent. For
applicants age fourteen and over, the applicant should attend the interview personally. Unlike naturalization
interviews (N-400), N-600 interviews do not typically involve English language testing or civics
examination[14][25]. However, the officer will assess whether the applicant meets the stated eligibility
requirements based on documentary evidence and testimony.

Oath of Allegiance Ceremony and Certificate Issuance

Upon approval of the N-600 application, if the applicant is age fourteen or older, USCIS will schedule an oath
ceremony[4][14][15]. The applicant must appear in person at a USCIS office, take the Oath of Allegiance to
the United States, and receive the Certificate of Citizenship. For applicants under age fourteen, the oath may
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be waived, and the applicant receives the certificate upon approval without an oath ceremony[4][14][15]. The
oath ceremony typically occurs four to six months after filing, though timing varies by location. After taking
the oath, the applicant signs the Certificate of Citizenship, which is provided on the same day or at a
subsequent ceremony.

Costs, Processing Timeline, and Practical Timeframe Estimates

Filing Fees and Fee Waivers

The standard filing fee for Form N-600 is $1,385 for paper applications or $1,335 for online filing as of
February 2026[1][15][19][43][46]. This fee is non-refundable, regardless of the outcome of the
application[33]. Certain categories of applicants are exempt from the filing fee. Military members and
veterans filing on their own behalf are exempt from the N-600 filing fee, provided they submit proof of
service[1][19]. However, importantly, adopted children and children of military members or veterans are not
automatically exempt; the fee exemption applies only to the military member or veteran applicant
themselves[1][19]. As of April 1, 2024, adult intercountry adopted persons do not need to pay a filing fee for
the N-600; they are exempt from paying the fee with no documentation required to receive the exemption[4].

Applicants who cannot afford the filing fee may request a fee waiver by submitting Form I-912 (Request for
Fee Waiver) with their N-600 application[13][16][33]. To qualify for a fee waiver, the applicant must
demonstrate inability to pay by meeting at least one of three criteria: (1) receiving means-tested public
benefits (such as MFIP, SSI, or Medicaid); (2) household income at or below 200% of the federal poverty
guideline; or (3) other financial hardship circumstances (such as medical expenses, job loss, eviction, or
homelessness)[13][16]. Applicants must complete Form I-912 carefully, provide proof of the claimed basis for
the waiver (such as tax returns or benefit documentation), and mail the form with their N-600 application.
USCIS will not process a fee waiver request filed separately from the application[13][16]. If USCIS approves
the fee waiver, both the filing fee and biometric services fee are waived[13][16].

Overall Processing Timeline: Median and Range

The complete N-600 process, from initial filing to receipt of the Certificate of Citizenship, typically takes
between eleven and sixteen months based on current data[1][15][19][43]. The median processing time as of
fiscal year 2025 is 11.2 months, though some USCIS offices process applications in six to eight months while
others take sixteen to twenty-two months[1][15][19][43]. This wide variation reflects substantial differences in
workload across USCIS service centers. The Chicago Service Center, which serves much of the Midwest and
Northern California, has historically experienced longer processing times than smaller field offices.

The timeline breaks down as follows: receipt notice arrives two to four weeks after filing; biometrics
appointment notice arrives four to six weeks after filing; the biometrics appointment itself occurs shortly after
the notice; interview notice (if an interview is required) arrives approximately three to six months after filing;
the interview itself occurs shortly after the notice; upon approval, an oath ceremony is scheduled within four
to six months of filing; and the Certificate of Citizenship is issued at the oath ceremony[14][25][43].
Applicants can verify processing times for their specific USCIS office using the USCIS Processing Times Tool
at the official USCIS website[44].

San Francisco Immigration Court and Northern California Specific Considerations

USCIS Processing in Northern California Context

Form N-600 applications filed by Northern California residents are handled by the USCIS San Francisco Field
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Office, with mailing addresses at 630 Sansome Street, 4th Floor, and 100 Montgomery Street, Suite 800, both
in San Francisco. The San Francisco Field Office also includes the Concord Hearing Location at 1855
Gateway Blvd., Suite 850. Applications may also be processed through the Phoenix Lockbox regardless of
applicant location. The San Francisco area has a substantial population of individuals likely to file N-600
applications, including children of Mexican and Central American immigrants who naturalized after their
children's births, as well as families from throughout Latin America and Asia-Pacific regions with significant
U.S. military or government employee populations.

Intersection with California State Law and Criminal Justice Considerations

For applicants with any criminal history-no matter how minor-consultation with an immigration attorney is
critical before attending a biometrics appointment or interview. California's criminal justice landscape, shaped
by Proposition 47 (reducing certain felonies to misdemeanors) and other recent reforms, creates opportunities
for post-conviction relief under California Penal Code § 1473.7 and § 1203.43. Some convictions that
appeared immutable may now be subject to vacation or reduction, potentially eliminating immigration
consequences. An attorney should review whether any prior conviction could affect N-600 eligibility (such as
convictions involving moral turpitude or crimes involving controlled substances if the applicant has reached
age eighteen) and whether relief is available before the biometrics appointment.

Parental Immigration Status and Family Documentation

Many Northern California N-600 applicants have parents who are themselves immigrants or permanent
residents. If the U.S. citizen parent obtained citizenship through naturalization, establishing the date and place
of naturalization is critical, as the child's derived citizenship status depends on the timing of the parent's
naturalization relative to the child's birth date and other requirements. Naturalization certificates or USCIS
records showing the exact date of naturalization are essential. For families in which one parent naturalized and
the other remained a permanent resident (or vice versa), careful documentation of each parent's status at
relevant times is necessary.

Evidence Gathering in Transnational Family Contexts

Northern California's demographics include substantial immigrant communities from Mexico, Central
America, the Philippines, China, Vietnam, and other regions. Gathering documentation from foreign
countries-birth certificates, adoption decrees, legitimation documents, school records-often presents practical
challenges. Records from rural areas or areas with limited governmental infrastructure may not exist or may
require extended time and resources to obtain. In these circumstances, affidavit evidence and secondary
documentation become particularly important. Practitioners should work with clients early in the process to
identify what documents can realistically be obtained within reasonable timeframes and cost constraints, and
to prepare robust affidavit evidence if primary documents are unavailable.

Special Circumstances: Military Families, Adoption, and Legitimation

Children of U.S. Military Members and Civil Servants Stationed Abroad

The Citizenship for Children of Military Members and Civil Servants Act provides an important exception to
the standard N-600 requirements for children of individuals stationed or residing abroad as members of the
U.S. Armed Forces or U.S. government employees[58]. Under this provision, children can automatically
acquire U.S. citizenship even if not residing in the U.S., provided they are lawful permanent residents and in
the legal and physical custody of the U.S. citizen parent[58]. These children can file Form N-600 without the
standard residency requirement, though they must be under age eighteen when the last qualifying condition is
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met[58]. For such cases, proof of military or government employment and official deployment orders
demonstrating the parent's assignment abroad are critical pieces of evidence[58].

Adoption Cases: Full and Final Adoption Decrees and Re-adoption

For adopted children, the requirements are somewhat distinct. Under INA § 101(b)(1), a child adopted by a
U.S. citizen may acquire U.S. citizenship if the child fulfills all criteria in INA § 320[7]. Children adopted as
"immediate relatives" through the IR-2 visa category automatically become U.S. citizens upon admission to
the U.S. as permanent residents, provided the adoption is full and final[7]. However, when the adoption
occurred outside the U.S. and was not full and final in the country of origin, a U.S. re-adoption or finalization
may be required to establish the legal relationship necessary for citizenship transmission[7][12]. The applicant
must provide the full and final adoption decree from the country of birth (translated into English if applicable),
and if re-adoption occurred in the U.S., must provide that decree as well[1][7][12][23][24].

Intercountry adopted persons have access to fee waivers not available to other applicants: as of April 1, 2024,
adult intercountry adopted persons do not need to pay a filing fee for Form N-600[4]. Additionally, the
Adoptees United organization maintains a Citizenship Clinic that provides pro bono legal assistance to
adoptees navigating the N-600 process[4].

Legitimation Requirements for Children Born Out of Wedlock

For children born out of wedlock, legitimation presents a complex layer of requirements. If the U.S. citizen
parent is the father, legitimation must be established according to the laws of the country or state in which the
child was legitimated, or alternatively according to the laws of the father's or the child's residence[1][23][24].
Legitimation typically requires that the father formally acknowledges the child as his own and satisfies the
jurisdictional requirements of the relevant state or country. Some jurisdictions recognize legitimation through
acknowledgment documents; others require formal court proceedings. The applicant must provide certified
documentation establishing that legitimate was completed in compliance with the applicable law.

Importantly, for children born out of wedlock to two U.S. citizen parents, or to one U.S. citizen parent and one
national or non-citizen parent, paternity establishment is now treated equally regardless of whether the citizen
parent is the mother or father, following the Supreme Court's decision in Sessions v.
Morales-Santana[8][24][26]. Paternity must be established pursuant to INA § 309(a), which requires that the
parent have agreed in writing to provide financial support, that paternity was established before age eighteen
by adjudication of a competent authority or by acknowledgment in writing by the father, and that the father (if
applicable) has agreed in writing to provide support until age eighteen[8]. If paternity requirements are met,
the child can acquire citizenship with less stringent physical presence requirements[8].

Common Pitfalls, Request for Evidence Issues, and Denial Prevention

Missing or Incomplete Documentation

The most common cause of delays in N-600 processing is incomplete or missing documentation[15][43].
Frequent deficiencies include: failing to include certified proof of the parent's U.S. citizenship; omitting
school records or other evidence of legal and physical custody; submitting foreign-language documents
without English translations; missing signatures on the form; providing incorrect filing fee; incomplete family
history; or failing to provide evidence of permanent resident status[15][43][53]. These errors typically result in
an RFE that pauses processing for sixty to ninety days while the applicant must locate and submit the missing
evidence.
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To avoid delays, applicants should carefully review the N-600 instructions before filing and verify that all
required documents are included. A checklist approach-going through each instruction section and confirming
that corresponding evidence is included-helps prevent omissions[53]. All foreign-language documents must
have complete English translations with certification from the translator[23][24][33]. The form must be signed
by the applicant (or the parent if applicant is under fourteen) and the attorney of record if representation is
involved[20][53].

Complex Family Situations

Complex family situations-such as cases involving prior marriages, custody disputes, adoption, or
legitimation-are more likely to generate RFEs requesting clarification or additional documentation[15][43]. In
these cases, providing comprehensive documentation upfront, even if not strictly required by the form
instructions, can prevent delays. For instance, if parents have been divorced and remarried, providing divorce
decrees, remarriage certificates, and custody orders demonstrates that the applicant meets the custody
requirement even though the standard requirement applies only in divorce situations[20][53]. Including birth
certificates for both parents (even though not required if parents remain married) provides clear evidence of
parentage and dates of birth.

Name Discrepancies and Corrections

When an applicant's name appears differently on various documents (birth certificate, green card, school
records, etc.), this can trigger additional scrutiny or RFEs[56][59]. The applicant must use their current legal
name on Form N-600 (the name on the most recent binding civil document, such as a marriage certificate),
even if this differs from the name on the green card or birth certificate[20][53][59]. If prior marriages,
divorces, or legal name changes have occurred, documentation of all name changes should be
included[1][23][24]. If the applicant wishes to correct a misspelling of their name on the Certificate of
Citizenship, a cover letter attached to the N-600 application should request the correction, accompanied by
affidavits from a parent or guardian explaining the error[56]. USCIS may be reluctant to accept certain name
corrections, so providing multiple forms of evidence and explaining the error clearly increases the likelihood
of approval[56].

Age and Eligibility Verification Issues

One of the few truly binary eligibility requirements for N-600 is that the applicant must be under age eighteen.
Applicants cannot file Form N-600 after reaching age eighteen unless they meet narrow exceptions (having
turned eighteen on or after February 27, 2001, the effective date of the Child Citizenship Act, while satisfying
all conditions before age eighteen)[24][35]. An applicant who believed they were a U.S. citizen by derivation
at age seventeen but realizes at age nineteen that some condition was not met cannot subsequently file N-600.
In such cases, the applicant would need to pursue naturalization through Form N-400 (if a permanent resident)
or other remedies. Early consultation with an attorney upon realizing citizenship status is uncertain can
prevent missing critical deadlines.

Strategic Considerations and Alternative Pathways

When N-600K May Be Appropriate Instead of N-600

Applicants residing abroad cannot file Form N-600; instead, they may be eligible for Form N-600K
(Application for Citizenship and Issuance of Certificate Under Section 322)[38][41]. Form N-600K is
appropriate when an applicant is residing outside the U.S. with a U.S. citizen parent or legal guardian who is a
member of the U.S. Armed Forces or working for the U.S. government abroad, or when a deceased U.S.

Page 13
(c) 2026 The Law Offices of Fernando Hidalgo, Inc.



citizen parent had met certain physical presence requirements[38][41]. The N-600K has a different set of
requirements and a different filing process than the standard N-600[38][41].

Passport Application as Alternative Evidence of Citizenship

For individuals who do not require a Certificate of Citizenship for immediate purposes, applying for a U.S.
passport through the State Department may be an alternative pathway. A valid U.S. passport functions as
evidence of citizenship and may suffice for many administrative purposes. The passport application process
differs from the N-600 process and may be faster or slower depending on circumstances[22][29]. However,
unlike the Certificate of Citizenship (which is permanent and does not expire), a passport expires and requires
renewal, making the Certificate of Citizenship preferable for individuals who will rely on citizenship evidence
throughout their lives[1][19].

Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) for Acquisition Cases

For individuals born abroad to U.S. citizen parents and who have not yet obtained permanent resident status, a
Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) may be obtained through a U.S. embassy or consulate[26][29]. The
CRBA documents that the individual was a U.S. citizen at birth and can be used to obtain a U.S. passport or
establish citizenship for other purposes[12][29]. The CRBA process operates through the State Department
rather than USCIS and may be appropriate in certain circumstances where the individual has not yet obtained
permanent resident status or cannot easily access USCIS facilities[26][29].

Conclusion: Comprehensive N-600 Strategy and Key Takeaways

The Form N-600 (Application for Certificate of Citizenship) represents a critical and often necessary pathway
for individuals born abroad to obtain definitive documentary proof of U.S. citizenship acquired or derived
through a U.S. citizen parent. The process is no longer a quick administrative step: median processing time
has expanded to approximately eleven months as of fiscal year 2025, reflecting USCIS resource constraints
and increased application volume. Successful N-600 cases require meticulous attention to multiple legal
frameworks-distinguishing between acquired citizenship under INA § 301 and INA § 320 versus derived
citizenship under INA § 321 or former statutory provisions-careful documentation of each parent's citizenship
status and physical presence in the U.S., proof of legal and physical custody where required, and precise
tracking of age-based and residency-based eligibility requirements[1][15][19][43].

The documentation burden, while substantial, is manageable when the applicant works systematically through
the N-600 instructions checklist. The most common source of delays and denials is incomplete or missing
documentation, which can be substantially prevented through careful advance preparation. For applicants in
complex family situations-involving adoption, legitimation, prior marriages, custody disputes, or criminal
history-early consultation with an immigration attorney is strongly recommended to ensure that all required
documents are identified and obtained before filing, and to address any collateral legal issues (such as
post-conviction relief opportunities under California law) that may affect citizenship eligibility[56][59].

Northern California applicants face the benefit of substantial local immigration legal expertise and established
practitioner communities, while also facing the challenge of USCIS processing center backlogs that affect the
San Francisco region. Practitioners should leverage the USCIS online processing times tool to set appropriate
client expectations, consider paper filing over online filing to maintain documentary control, and prepare
comprehensive applications that anticipate and forestall RFEs. For applicants meeting eligibility requirements
and able to provide complete documentation, the N-600 process ultimately yields a Certificate of Citizenship
that serves as permanent, definitive proof of U.S. citizenship status-an invaluable asset for passport
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applications, family-based immigration sponsorship, and numerous administrative and personal purposes
throughout the applicant's life.
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