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WHEREAS, founded in 1771, the community known today as El Sereno was then known as J@jy
Mission Hills, part of lands owned by Mission San Gabriel Archangel; and 2

J 2 0o

WHEREAS, the land surrounding present-day El Sereno was used primarily for cattle grazing
during that period; and

WHEREAS, Farmdale School, built in 1885, was the first school in the area, and is still situated
on its original site on Eastern Avenue; and

WHEREAS, Jesse Yarnell, co-founder of the Los Angeles Mirror Company, which later merged
with Los Angeles Times, purchased land to build his home on a hill now known as Rose Hill on
the western boundary of present-day El Sereno; and

WHEREAS, in 1902 the Pasadena Shortline was opened along Los Angeles-Pasadena
Boulevard, now known as Huntington Drive; and

WHEREAS, El Sereno was annexed to the City of Los Angeles in 1915 but was then called
Bairdstown; and

WHEREAS, in 1917 the name of Bairdstown was officially changed to El Sereno, which is the
Spanish word for serene-quiet unruffled place; and

WHEREAS, in the late 1930s and early 1940s El Sereno experienced a major growth spurt,
which saw an influx of families of Italian-American descent; and

WHEREAS, from 1948 to the present time, a new wave of Mexican-American families has
moved to El Sereno; and

WHEREAS, the El Sereno Bicentennial Committee began 50 years ago with the celebration of a
Fourth of July Parade and has repeated this tradition every year since; and

WHEREAS, the Committee selects each year an honorary Mayor and for this year’s festivities
has chosen Edward “Eddie” Santillan of the General Service Department; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that the City
Council hereby recognizes the historical contributions of the community of El Sereno and
declares Tuesday, June 30, 2009 as “El Sereno Day” in the City of Los Angeles.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City also congratulates the members of the Bicentennial
Committee on the occasion of the 50™ Anniversary of their parade and congratulate them for
their efforts to keep alive the history of their beloved community.
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