
Attendance Last week: In Sanctuary —123; Households Online — 21 

MAY 17 THROUGH MAY 24, 2026 
 Today    9:00 am Adult Sunday School 
   10:00 am Worship 
   11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
   11:15 am Pastor Ken’s Class 2 
     2:00 pm Ray Faust Visitation 
     4:00 pm Ray Faust Funeral 
 Monday   9:00 am Shepherd’s Center 
   11:30 am Women’s Lunch—Perkins 
     7:00 pm Session 
 Tuesday   1:00 pm Circle 
     6:00 pm Great Banquet Gathering 
 Wednesday   8:30 am Men’s Great Banquet Reunion Group 
     8:30 am Women’s Great Banquet Reunion Group 
 Thursday   7:00 pm Choir  Rehearsal 
 Friday      
 Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
 Sunday      9:00 am Adult Sunday School 
   10:00 am Worship 
   11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 

TODAY!  Class 2: Things I Wish All Congregations Knew, Part II: 
Leadership, Change, Bowling & Canoeing the Rockies! 

In this class we will talk about the role of leadership in organizational change, 
what 1950s bowling says about contemporary social cohesion, and how the Lewis 
& Clark expedition is a perfect paradigm for our time. 
    

ANNUAL OUTDOOR SERVICE – JUNE 7, 2026, AT FOREST PARK! 
Our annual outdoor service will be at Forest Park (Shelter #3), this year. The ser-
vice is on June 7, 2026 and will begin at 10 am, with a pitch-in lunch to follow. 
Bring a dish to share and your table setting. Dress casually! Meat and drinks will 
be provided. Forest Park is located at 701 Cicero Rd. (S.R. 19), Noblesville. 
 

Next Sunday, May 24 is Pentecost Sunday — please wear red to symbolize the 
“tongues of fire” that rested on the Apostles, representing the power of the 
Spirit. 

 

  APRIL 2026 BUDGET PERFORMANCE REPORT 
        2026 Actual  2025 Actual  
 Income:    $107,330.26  $113,476.68 
 Expenses:    $102,315.37  $106,353.49 
 (Deficit)/Surplus:   $    5,014.89  $    7,123.19 

RAISE THE ROOF CAMPAIGN! 
A capital campaign for a new $60,000 (plus) roof has started.  Your help is very 
important in order to preserve the integrity of our beloved church.  We need 
to raise $35,000 and to date we have collected $15,202.  Please consider how 
you may be able to financially help with this expense. If you have any ques-
tions concerning the roof or the capital campaign talk to Steve Runyon, Prop-
erty Elder or Mark Wisely, Finance Elder. 

 
SPIRIT WEAR SALE 

 The “Spirit” wear has arrived! T-shirts & quarter-zips will be distributed up on 
the balcony this Sunday and next Sunday. If you have not paid for your order, 
please bring your check or cash payment to collect your shirt. If you have any 
questions, call or text Jennie @ 317-696-3843. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Adult Class will continue discussion on Lee Stroble’s book, “The Case for 
Easter”. Did Jesus REALLY die on the cross? Did Jesus REALLY rise from the 
tomb? What are the medical, historical and cultural truths revealed in the 
scriptures. Come and see! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 
Camp will be held June 1-5.  Volunteers are needed for camp, please consider 
giving an hour, a day, or a couple of days to the children.  Contact Marlee Light  
at marleelight@gmail.com or stop by the Welcome Center. 

 
THANK YOU 

Thank you to our dedicated 2026 Lenten readers for bringing the Word to life 
and guiding our congregation through this season of reflection, prayer, and 
renewal: Kiersten Clifford, Jake Light, Mark Wisely, Azenwi Ndofor, Lum 
Ndofor, and David McCord 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR NURSERY ON SUNDAY, MAY 24TH 
Due to the Memorial Day holiday weekend—there will no be Sunday School 
for Rainbows, Shooting Stars, and the middle school youth and no nursery 
care. We look forward to seeing you back on May 31st! 
 

ARRANGMENTS FOR RAYMOND L. FAUST  
Visitation and Service for Ray Faust  will be at First Presbyterian Church, this 
afternoon.  Visitation from 2:00-4:00 pm, with the service immediately fol-
lowing the visitation at 4:00 pm. 
Dan Faust’s new address:  4844 Rustling Ridge Court, Noblesville, IN 46062 
Sherry’s address: 1384 Maple Ave, Noblesville, IN 46060 
 

GREAT BANGUET GATHERING IS TUESDAY 
The Great Banquet Gathering is Tuesday, May 19 at 6:00 pm in the fellowship 
hall.  Please bring a covered dish to share, meat and drinks will be provided.  If 
you have any questions please see Jim Story. 
 

DID YOU KNOW IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PAY YOUR 2026 PER CAPITA! 
Although the Church has paid the $10,446.54 Statement, we only collected 
$6,135.58 from members.  If you have not paid, individual per capita is 
$46.02.  Please consider giving as soon as possible to help reduce the 
$4,310.96 paid by the Church.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Robin Story at robin.story@fpc-noblesville.org or 317.508.4411. 

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 Sherry Faust and Dan Faust, upon the passing of Sherry’s husband 

and Dan’s father,  Ray Faust. 
 Carol Stough, upon the passing of her sister. 
 Karen McCord, shoulder/arm injury. 
 Julia Keller-Welter, broken arm  and in a cast 
 Mike Maloney (Rita Popp’s husband) In Riverview hospital with respiratory 

infection and in isolation. 
Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care facilities: 
Wendy Bittle    Dorothy Etchison—Independence Village 
Barbara Landes   Joe McGinley – Hamilton Trace  
Verna Merrell   Rachel Morgan     
Carol Stough—The Crossings of Noblesville 

APRIL 12, 2026 

  

 DEACONS 
Anne Burress 
Jill Casper 
Cheryl Ditzler 
Brenda Christian 
Clint Gingerich 
Andrea Joines 
Linda Melton 
Gail Ratliff 
Robin Rufatto 
Quinn Teague 
Debbie Wilson 

                         SESSION 
Laurie Szabo   Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Bob Moore   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Steve Runyon   Properties 
Rick Mayhew   Worship 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Ken Locke   Moderator 

MAY 17, 2026 
7th Sunday of Easter 
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Brenda Christian 
Clint Gingerich 
Andrea Joines 
Linda Melton 
Gail Ratliff 
Robin Rufatto 
Quinn Teague 
Debbie Wilson 

                         SESSION 
Laurie Szabo   Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Bob Moore   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Steve Runyon   Properties 
Rick Mayhew   Worship 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Ken Locke   Moderator 

Ken Locke, Interim Pastor 



† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  Amen. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM      “Just A Closer Walk With Thee”            Chancel Choir 
(Arr. Ed Lojeski) 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                    The M&M’s 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER           words on screen 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and for-
give us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

(Please keep joys and concerns brief. This is time for prayer.) 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING    
L: How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods yet refuses to 
help a sister or brother in need? 
P: Remembering God’s great love for the world, let us offer our whole selves to 
the Lord. 
            

Offertory                   “Lamb of God”       Cheryl Mayhew, Organist 
            Arr. By Twila Paris    Linda Rosen, Piano 
† Doxology                words on screen 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

† Prayer of Dedication 
L: Great God, with gratitude we bring our gifts to you. 
P: Bless us and our gifts, that our lives and our resources may be a source of heal-

ing and hope, of joy and justice in our world. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  
 Epistle Lesson:     1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11        New Testament pgs.  234-235 
 Acts Lesson:         Acts 1:1–14                                        New Testament pg.  118 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION             “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                           #388 
 

SERMON                                 “Why Did He Have To Go?”                      Pastor Ken 
Locke 
 

† CLOSING HYMN                    “Fight the Good Fight“                           #307                             
 

† BENEDICTION   
 

POSTLUDE          “Lift High The Cross”               Cheryl Mayhew, Organist  
              Arr. By Fred Bock                     Linda Rosen, Piano
  
†Please stand if you are able. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments. 
 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad.   
 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 
 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Locat-

ed in the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left.  A 
changing table is available in the Nursery, as well. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MAY 17, 2026 

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

       As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but 
please remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet before worship.  

______________________________________________ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE                “In Christ Alone”                   Cheryl Mayhew, organist            
                                                  Arr. by  Mary McDonald   Linda Rosen, Piano 

  
† CALL TO WORSHIP            Lay Leader: Mark Wisely 
L: Let the righteous be joyful! 
P: Sing to God; sing praises to God’s name; lift up a song to the one who rides up-
on the clouds. 
L: Listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
P: All power to God, whose power is in the skies. As one people we worship our 
powerful God! 
 

† OPENING HYMN          “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”                           #478 
 

† CALL TO CONFESSION        
L: Scripture tells us that our sufferings are known to Christ, that we can cast all our 
anxiety on Jesus, who restores, supports, strengthens and establishes us. 
P: Knowing this, we come to God in a spirit of openness, freely confessing our sins 
against God and one another. 
 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
L: Christ our Savior, as you ascended, you left the work to us. You called us to keep 
the movement going, to witness to the ends of the earth, to pray, to heal, to glorify 
you through our thoughts, words, and deeds, to show the world a glimpse of the 
goodness you have given us. 
P: We have fallen short of this call. We have hidden ourselves in fear, sought our 
own comfort, and resigned ourselves to the status quo. 
L: Forgive us, and strengthen us to do your will, that we may be signs of your com-
ing reign. 
P: God, forgive us.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

(Let us take a moment to silently confess our sins to the Lord) 
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
L: Listen to this prayer: “Protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one.” This is the prayer that Christ prayed on 
our behalf. This tenderness and care for us shows us who Jesus is—the one who 
hears our prayers, responding to our longing for forgiveness with mercy. 
P: Alleluia!  We are forgiven! Thanks be to God, praise be to Christ, glory be to the 
Holy Spirit. Alleluia!  We are forgiven! 
 

† PASSING OF THE PEACE 
L: Being at peace with God, let us also be at peace with one another.  The peace of 
Christ be with you. 
P: And also with you! 
 

(Please Share The Peace Of Christ With Those Around You.) 
  

Scriptures 
 

1 Peter 4:12-14 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But 
rejoice in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be 
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit 
of God, is resting on you.  
 

1 Peter 5:6-11 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. 8Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for 
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him 
be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Acts 1:1-14 
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving in-
structions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the king-
dom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusa-
lem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what 
you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing 
up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Je-
sus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, 
they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these 
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 


