20260809. Cycle A. XIX Sunday in Ordinary Time. “Lord, save me”

There's an old saying that every good story begins with trouble. The stories we remember often
begin when something dramatically changes. Today's Gospel is one of those stories.

It begins with a group of men in a boat. Imagine the scene. The disciples have just witnessed one
of the greatest miracles of Jesus' ministry. With only five loaves and two fish, He fed more than
five thousand people. Their faith must have been soaring. Then Jesus tells them to get into the
boat and cross the Sea of Galilee while He goes up the mountain to pray.

Everything seems routine... until the storm comes. The wind begins to howl. The waves crash
against the boat. Hour after hour, they struggle to stay afloat. Remember, these aren't
inexperienced sailors. Many of them are fishermen who have spent their lives on this lake. If
they are afraid, this is no ordinary storm.

Then, just before dawn, they see a figure walking toward them on the water. Their fear only
grows. "It's a ghost!" they cry. But then they hear a familiar voice: “Take courage, it is I; do not

be afraid.”

Notice something remarkable. Jesus doesn't calm the storm first. He comes to them during the
storm. Then Peter does something none of the others dare. “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” Jesus answers with a single word: "Come."

Peter swings one leg over the side of the boat... then the other... and for a few incredible
moments, he does the impossible. Peter walks on water.

But then he notices the wind. He sees the waves. He takes his eyes off Jesus and puts them on the
storm. Fear replaces faith, and he begins to sink.

With water closing over his head, Peter prays one of the shortest—and perhaps greatest—prayers
in the Bible: "Lord, save me!"

Immediately, Jesus reaches out His hand and pulls him up. Together they climb back into the
boat. The wind stops. The sea becomes calm.

And the disciples don't applaud the miracle. They don't congratulate Peter for trying. They fall to
their knees and worship Jesus, saying, "Truly, you are the Son of God."

This is the heart of the Gospel: Jesus, "Truly, you are the Son of God."



These are five lessons of today’s Gospel passage.

1. "Peace is found in the presence of Jesus, not in the absence of storms. Jesus came before
He calmed the sea. Peace is found in the presence of Jesus.

2. "Faith always requires stepping out of the boat. The other disciples stayed safe, but only
Peter experienced the miracle." Jesus invites us to step out of our comfort zone.

3. “Peter didn't sink because of the storm; he sank because he stopped looking at Jesus. The
same happens to us whenever fear, temptation, or discouragement become the center of
our attention." Focus your life on Jesus.

4. “Every encounter with Christ's power should lead us to worship. The greatest miracle
wasn't the walking on water; it was the disciples recognizing who Jesus truly is."
Recognize Jesus as your savior: Jesus, “Truly, you are the Son of God”

S. “God wants to do extraordinary things through ordinary people who are willing to risk
following Him. Peter wasn't perfect. He stumbled. But he was the only disciple who ever
knew what it felt like to walk on water with Jesus." God wants to do extraordinary
things through you.

That is it! God wants to do incredible things through you. I believe that God has an incredible
story that he wants to tell in and through your life and mine. He has those walk-on-water stories
that he wants to tell through every one of us. But the problem is we often settle for what's safe,
for what's comfortable, rather than taking a risk, stepping outside the boat, and stepping into the
story that God has for us.

I know; it's scary, it's difficult. But God has something incredible for you and for me. He wants
to tell a good story through our lives, just like he told it through Peter... And I bet Peter told this
story for the rest of his life, about how he walked on water, about how he almost sank, and how
Jesus rescued him and then miraculously calmed the storm.

Again, I believe Peter said that story until his last day on earth. And, just as Jesus told an
incredible story through Peter, he wants to tell an incredible story through you too.

So, let’s take a risk. Step outside the comfort zone and put your trust in the Lord. Step into the
story that God has for you. He has an incredible story waiting for you. The question for you is,
will you let him tell it?

Whatever storm is approaching—or is already happening—in your life, are you ready to walk on
water? Don’t be afraid to step out of the boat. Increase your faith, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus,
and trust in Him.

Take courage. It is Jesus. Do not be afraid.
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