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Prensa
Arizona

Periodismo veraz e independiente

Your Most Trusted Hispanic Media
Partnerin ARIZONA
__ For 30+Yezus

Prensa Arizona proudly congratulates all of this year’s
Arizona Higher Education Awards Recipients.

Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication
to our communities.

iFelicidades!

News Initiative
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Ranked #1 by the NAHP in 2022 as the Most Outstanding
Spanish language weekly newspaper in the United States

prensaarizona.com
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Honored Award
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Empowering
Excellence and
Elevating Futures

for Arizona’s Students

The Arizona Community Foundation connects
passionate donors like you with causes that matter.
When you partner with us, you're joining a trusted
statewide network with 47 years of experience
investing in our shared future.

Right now, that future depends on education.
Partnering with the Arizona Community Foundation
and education nonprofits across the state helps ensure
every student in Arizona reaches their potential,
building the skilled workforce our state needs to thrive.

Whether you give your time or treasure, your
investment goes where our communities need it most,
when they need it most. Because community is our
middle name.

ARIZONA
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

only

36%

of Arizona third-graders
read at grade level*

*Arizona Department of Education, 2024

SUPPORT ARIZONA'S MOST PRESSING EDUCATION NEEDS | EXPLORE OUR IMPACT IN ACTION
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With its Centers of Excellence, state-of-the-art programs and
workforce partnerships, Pima Community College is leading
the way to a robust economy and thriving community.

#PimaCCWorkforce * workforce@pima.edu * 520-206-4982

nNCongratul ati ons o the 2026

Hi gher Educati o RimagommjunityCollege
reci pa ent s

520.206.4500 | pimaedu | @ ¥ &
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Dr. VeramcacHtpohto

President
South MauntanrCommunityi Gollege
MarnicopacCoOmmunity iColleges

2026 WINNERQ@FTFHE
DR. ALFREDO:CG LDELOSASANTO S JR.
COMMUNITY COLLEGE/AWARD

@DBACKSGIVEBACK #DBACKSGIVEBACK |[DBACKS.COM/COMMUNITY




Maricopa Community Colleges is proud to
celebrate the recipient of the prestigious
Arizona Higher Education Award, presented
by the Pete C. Garcia Victoria Foundation.

Thank you for YOUr UNWaveYing (eadership and commitwment to
advancing opportunities and waking a meamngﬁ/«l impact.
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Dr. Veronica Hipolito
President
South Mountain Community College

Dr. Alfredo G. de los Santos, Jr.,
Community College Award

COLLEGES
FOUNDATION

MARICOPA ‘ ﬁ?&mﬁﬁ.ﬁ?

COMMUNITY COLLEGES
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The power
of together

Caring, giving and making things better.
It all starts by working together. Join us in
celebrating the power of community.

D aps

Funded by APS shareholders and
not included in customer rates.

C58#2408892
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BECAUSE WE’RE
STILL DREAMING

p
'26 HIGHER EDUCATION AWARDEES : ad
: -"'\ v
SOME OF US HAVE 3 }""
NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE. ®
__BUT WE PUSH FORWARD" &
e FOR OUR MOTHERS, &
OUR FATHERS, OUR SISTERS, OUR BROTHERS. o
*
WE KNOW THAT ]
A BETTER FUTURE
! L IS POSSIBLE.
. :u'w ) ) :
o AND WE WILL DO ALL IN
3 OUR POWER TO MAKE
¢ (T UNFOLD.
\

-~

jm O

Help students unlock the power of education to transform their lwcs.

| # £ Because working together is how we move forward. | ! PR
Desde la Raig, Hacia el Sol. e Resausns?
Le &0 et CHICANOS
arn more at cplc.org = O rrs CAUSA
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
] Foundation

Congratulations to the 2026
Arizona Higher Education Award Recipients.

We are especially pleased to recognize Larry Penley, recipient of the Edith Sayre
Auslander Outstanding Support of Hispanic Issues in Higher Education Award.

Edie Auslander was a true difference maker at the University of Arizona and
beyond. We are grateful to the Pete C. Garcia Victoria Foundation for honoring
her legacy through this prestigious award.

uafoundation.org
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ARIZONA to all of the 2026 Higher

WESTERN Education Award Recipients.

Transforming lives through education and
partnerships to create thriving communities
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Celebrating alegacy

We are proud to announce this year’s recipient of the Professor Al :
Outstanding Literary/Arts Award, Carmela Ramirez.

Anaward-winning creative and community Ieaéler, Ramirez continues toen rN‘
lives, celebrate culture and inspire audiences wherever she performs. The ASU
Foundation for aNew American University is honored to sponsor this award
through the Pete C. Garcia Victoria Foundation. '

Congratulations to all 2026 Arizona Higher Education Award recipients.

m Foundation Changing Futures )
foraNewAmericanUniversty  From Arizona. For the world.

Arizona State University
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TOGETHER.

Success is sweeter when it’s shared.
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Recognition for an accomplishment or a job well done is better
when it’s appreciated by those who support you. Today, we

celebrate the 2026 Arizona Higher Education Awards Recipients. !?,:’ﬁ}g
Congratulations and well done. %,":J;gr{:':_a
A far
O

srp.net/celebrate
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Dr. Gllberto Lopez,
“Inaugural Provosts’ Charter Professor
School of Transborder Studies
Arizona State University

Thank you for making

STEM resources and
education more accessible
to Latino communities
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833.DDC.2WIN | DDCAZ.COM

Must be 21 to enter bars and gaming areas. Please play responsibly.
An Enterprise of the Tohono O’'odham Nation
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Cecilia B. Rosales, MD Sarah Amira De La Garza Maria Reyes
Interim Associate Dean, Community Engagement & Associate Professor & Southwest Borderlands Dean, Industry and Public Service
Outreach Professor & Chair University of Arizona, Scholar, Hugh Downs School of Human Phoenix College
Mel & Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health Communications, Arizona State University

Sylvia Symonds Luis G. Mena Jean M. Andino
Associate Vice President for Outreach Artist Associate Professor of Chemical Engineering &
Arizona State University Tucson, Arizona Graduate Faculty of Civil, Environmental &

Sustainable Engineering,Arizona State University

2019 AWARD RECIPIENTS

/
Dr. Reynaldo Rivera Dr. Carlo Castillo-Chavez Dr. T. Mark Montoya

President, Estrella Mountain Co-Director ACD & Regents Associate Professor, Ethnic Studies
Community College Professor, Arizona State University Northern Arizona University

Dr. Maria A. Franco Ms. Marilyn Torres Dr. Jennifer S. Martinez

Assistant Vice Provost, Hispanic Serving Faculty Member, South Mountain Professor, College of the Environment, Forestry
Institutions (HSIs), University of Arizona Community College & Natural Sciences, Northern Arizona University




Dr. Steven R. Gonzales
President, Gateway Community
College

Mr. Michael Matos
Student Services Director,
Phoenix College

2018 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Dr. Maria L. Cruz-Torres
Associate Professor, School of Transborder
Studies, Arizona State University

James "Jim™ Covarrubias
Artist, Educator, Film Producer
& Writer

Chair & Associate Professor, Sociology
Department, Northem Arizona University

Dr. Yvonne Luna

Dr. Gabriel A. Montano
Professor of Chemistry,
Northern Arizona University

Dr. Gary Keller
Director Hispanic Research Center and
Regents Professor,
Arizona State University

Dr. David Munioz
Philosophy & Religious Studies Faculty,
Chandler-Gilbert Community College

2017 AWARD RECIPIENTS

r ¥ o, w:",

Dr. Francisca James Hernandez

Faculty Member Anthropology Program,
Pima Community College

.
Dr. Carlos Vélez-lbaiez

Regents’ Professor School of Transborder Studies
and School of Human Evolution and Social Change,
Motorola Presidential Professor of Neighborhood

Revitalization, Arizona State University

&

Dr. Anna Ochoa 0’Leary
Associate Professor and Head

Department of Mexican American Studies,

University of Arizona

Dr. Antonio Garcia
Engineering Professor,
Arizona State University

2016 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Dr. Ernie Lara
President,
Estrella Mountain Community College

Dr. Lee D. Lambert
Chancellor,
Pima Community College

Dr. Erica Corral
Associate Professor of
Materials Science and Engineering,
University of Arizona

Dr. Erika Tatiana Camacho
Associate Professor,
School of Mathematical & Natural Sciences,
Arizona State University

Dr. Teresa Leyba Ruiz
Interim President,
Glendale Community College
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