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“Enjoying magic...with others...for others.” 

 

 

 

Prez Adam’s 

Antics 
 

What a magical month 

it has been! 

 

We kicked things off 

with our Boys Town 

Magic Show. A huge 

thank you to all of our 

close-up performers, 

and to those who 

brought food and side dishes to share. After the close-up 

performances, we moved the students into the beautiful 

theater, where I had the pleasure of producing my first 

full stage show since college (for those who may not 

know, I hold a degree in Theater Management - so it was 

great to put that to use again!) 

 

Our lineup was nothing short of first-class: Ryan 

Chandler, Amazing Arthur, Fantastic Jack, the 

Lindys, and Dave Arch all gave stellar performances 

that made the evening shine. If you missed it this year, 

don’t worry - I have a feeling we’ll be doing it again next 

year! 

The magic didn’t stop there. The very next week brought 

one of the most special experiences of my life: spending 

time with Teller at the Abbott House with our core 

donors. It was an unforgettable moment to ask questions 

directly to such an iconic professional. The following 

day’s show with the pre-show meet and greet was 

equally memorable. My favorite part? Watching 

everyone interact with Penn & Teller - it was hilarious  

when they walked in and the room went completely 

silent, everyone expecting them to perform, when in 

reality, they were just there to hang out! 

 

 
Teller was glad he was able to reconnect with Carl 

Schrat, the previous owner of the Abbott House. 
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The show itself was incredible. It was nearly identical to 

the one I saw in Las Vegas this past May, but I didn’t 

mind seeing it all again. What stood out most was Penn’s 

absolute mastery of misdirection, banter, and 

improvisation—he truly bends the show to his will. And 

seeing Teller transform from his conversational, 

thoughtful offstage self to the silent onstage persona was 

surreal. 

That Saturday, we celebrated with Phil and Suzanne 

Hardiman for their generous donations to the Abbott 

House: authentic ivory, and contributions to the Okito 

Room: a beautiful kimono, and a multigenerational bed, 

among many other items. They also pledged annual 

contributions to the House. It was an emotional, heartfelt 

day for all who attended. 

 

On a personal note, my family from Michigan came to 

visit and even joined me for a show in western Nebraska. 

It was invigorating to hear their feedback—they 

especially noted how much my humor has grown in the 

act. I’ve always just tried to make sure the show works, 

but as Penn demonstrates, humor is such a powerful tool 

for misdirection and guiding an audience. To hear my 

family recognize that was very meaningful. 

 

And finally, looking ahead: mark your calendars for our 

September Monday Night Meeting—pizza, fellowship, 

and the 2025 AbraCornDabra close-up competitors! Join 

us on September 15 at 6:30 PM to witness Brian E., 

Trevor G., Jared B., and Denny R. It promises to be 

another great night of magic 

 

 

 

In lieu of our typical monthly 

meeting, members of the OMS 

club hosted a picnic and magic 

show for the residents of Boys 

Town. Prior to the stage show 

a fried chicken lunch was provided by the club along 

with side dishes from members in attendance. Thanks to 

Beth Boettcher for managing the food line.  

 

Several volunteers performed close up magic during the 

lunch which for many of the residents was their first time 

seeing magic up close and in person. Thank you, Neil 

Bable, for assembling the close-up magicians and for 

providing a great first impression of our club at the Great 

Hall, a fantastic venue for walk around magic. 

 

After our luncheon the group moved to the Boys Town 

Music Hall. This was my first time stepping into the 

historic building which was constructed in the 40’s and I 

was impressed by the scale of the building and the care 

that went into recent renovations. Adam Schacht 

provided emcee duties and kicked off the stage show for 

the final event of the day. Ryan Chandler, The 

Amazing Lindy’s (Connor the Magnificent, Steven 

the Great Lindini, and the lovely Miss Ella), along with 

Arthur and Jack Fratelli and their Amazingly Fantastic 

Show wowed the crowd for over an hour with their 

professional stage acts.  

 

 

 

We were treated to fantastic 

renditions of the zig-zag 

lady illusion, mentalism 

crowd work, precision card 

throwing, self-illuminating 

lightbulbs, and a juggling 

routine among other  

entertaining acts.  

 

 

August Picnic 
by 

Matt Spielman 
 

Adam’s Zig-Zag Lady routine 
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Rounding out the afternoon Dave Arch performed a 

routine that was popular in the vaudeville era but 

seldomly seen in the last few decades, a version of David 

P. Abbott’s Sprit Paintings. An empty wooden picture 

frame and light bulb were presented to the audience, 

Dave then brought up Pete Petrashek’s daughter to the 

stage to examine and sign two blank picture canvases. 

The crowd was then informed that the performance was 

dedicated to Pete’s upcoming 100th birthday as Dave 

placed the empty canvases into the frame along with a 

warning of paranormal influence. The stage lights were 

cut off and all that was in view was the backlit picture 

frame and blank canvas, slowly but surely an image 

began to emerge. As the image came into view Pete’s 

daughter confirmed that the signed canvas now 

contained a painting of Pete and his wife Babe, the 

canvas was given away as a souvenir 

and is currently on display in their 

home. Thank you to the OMS club and 

all the volunteers that put together a 

memorable afternoon, this is one of 

my favorite events for the year and the 

feedback from the Boys Town 

residents echoes the same.   

 

A special shout-out also goes to Dave Arch for the extra 

time, effort, and thought he put into the Spirit Painting 

Illusion and gift for our 100-year-old member, Pete 

Petrashek. It was a very emotional moment and a 

beautiful tribute to Abbott. 

 

Rex and his dad, Ryan 

Author and his son Jack 

The Lindys 

Everyone singing Happy Birthday to Pete. 
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Some of our walk-around magicians in action  

at our Boys Town Picnic! 
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APARTMENT BIDS GATHERED 

 

 

Contractors are being asked to submit 

bids during the month of September 

for construction of the apartment on 

the lower level of The Abbott House.  

 

 

STAY UP-TO-DATE ON YOUTUBE 
 

Be sure and follow 

our Abbott House 

YouTube channel 

for regular video 

updates.  

 

https://youtube.com/@abbotthouse 

 

Part Two (10 minutes) of the Abbott House interview 

with the Omaha Public Library podcast is now available 

at: 

https://youtu.be/jQfrem5_DQU?si=7N2gnDDRBgxu

yAxP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Abbott House class is Sunday, September 21, 

from 2:00 - 3:30 PM led by Bruce Jacoby. 

There is no charge for any of our Abbott House classes. 

You don’t need to be a club member to attend. 

To let Bruce know of your interest, just message Bruce 

at bruce@colorfulmagic.com  

THANK YOU, Bruce! 

Teller sharing while visiting the Abbott house 

Check this Face Book link for his interview. 

Teller’s Interview At The Abbott House

https://youtube.com/@abbotthouse
https://youtu.be/jQfrem5_DQU?si=7N2gnDDRBgxuyAxP&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeDIyQXg5aGJOU0dCUE5DOQEecQLYOT7m43_KnW2sFSnR-zFyD4bFChCcFQqV_5_ATL7XY1muAnXRozUwKFE_aem_Kp3coVNdNaWaeacFFuJALA
https://youtu.be/jQfrem5_DQU?si=7N2gnDDRBgxuyAxP&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeDIyQXg5aGJOU0dCUE5DOQEecQLYOT7m43_KnW2sFSnR-zFyD4bFChCcFQqV_5_ATL7XY1muAnXRozUwKFE_aem_Kp3coVNdNaWaeacFFuJALA
https://vimeo.com/1110051040/cd69d26ffb?fbclid=IwY2xjawMtcmFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHkLPQ5FcldSa66sF1Fb6h5lxgzcl126kDf0L2Tf1tOQl-IVnX5-JWlbazIfC_aem_HJ9noLqZ-JPhD0P1o8rg9Q
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https://theomahamagicalsociety.org
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/donate
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https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/magic-classes
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/care
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/hospitals
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https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/donate
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/fund-raising
https://discovermagic.com
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https://abracorndabra.com
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https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/resources-for-magic-clubs
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THE FALL AWAY RING 
 

A ring is placed on a loop of string and the ends of the loop are set over a person's fingers. 

 The ring seems to be there to stay.  

 

Yet without taking the string from the fingers, the magician causes the ring to fall off the double loop! 

 

The Secret: Slide the ring to a finger. Put one strand of the string over the finger and past the loop, then remove the 

loop already there. The ring will drop. 

                                                                   
From Magic Made Easy by Walter Gibson.  Used with permission 

 

 

This month’s Magic Event 

is on Monday 
 

September 15 

6:30 for pizza 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Or just click on this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/4028718108 (which is the same 

link we use for all of our monthly meetings). 
 

 

2025 OMS Officers 
President - Adam Schacht .................... schacht2222@gmail.com 
Vice President - Steve Lindeman ....... amazinglindy@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Bob Gehringer ............................ gehringerr@cox.net  
Secretary - Patrice Fisher .................. patricekfisher@yahoo.com  
Executive Director - Dave Arch ........ samassembly7@gmail.com 

Check out our website: 

https://omahamagicclub.org 
 

mailto:amazinglindy@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomahamagicclub.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3DPrpgvOJurvDcNHtDBYmcKJ2OCVgI11dvEIj2DIRcVg1lx_T-eTQhLZw_aem_knMSMmF4Yc0A2VS34MNA1Q&h=AT1JfWBhzS0vzickzQNg6nKWA4vv4-58KmAuPrybk_dvetRMeSUdXlYRGt4r2UwlobxkFh6s7aR1Z-woMwlmpXnf2rXFmQ6mxw8C5LmxS-p6--sUtcLfbSMK3euWl6JcbTgZNcZ1XOwKnRai&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT22o0Kg9mlcvlk0z2JLG2sSamW1daVyF85-kfPSLiw-nAAvnmdjM7TeTYfv52_oBVwHd03gH_JJcWcHlE9Dn1MddDcGOH-UM5QrI68g5Z8qfWP2_MtY5Ak106ThMbJN8OgcyMqDr9MVlK6dzeSEO9Gn1vBezu_fYGzmTubdmCHQtLs-goft9qnSkqlns3979s3mZ_ZQCPLpslSsPOt6o4FhsKzq

