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“Enjoying magic...with others...for others.” 

 

 

Prez Adam’s Antics 

 Dear O.M.S. Members, 

 

Happy New Year! As I step into my role as president of 

the Omaha Magical Society, I want to take a moment to 

express my gratitude to Lindy for his dedication and 

leadership. His articles often inspired reflection and 

connection within our community, and I admire how he 

highlighted the contributions of our members and 

magicians he’s met from around the globe. I hope to 

continue this tradition and celebrate the spirit of magic 

we share. 

 

Reflecting on the past year, I am proud of what we have 

achieved together. From the successful expansion of our 

junior magicians’ program to the heartwarming efforts 

of Magic in the Hospitals, each accomplishment was 

made possible by your enthusiasm and support. The 

acquisition of the David Abbott House of Mystery stands 

out as a monumental achievement, and I am excited 

about what we can create within those walls. 

 

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing of 

The Amazing Kreskin, born George Kresge on January 

12, 1935. Kreskin, who would have turned 90 next 

month, combined his name with those of legendary 

magicians Harry Kellar and Houdini. Kreskin loved 

performing for his audiences, and as he would say, "This 

is not goodbye, but to be continued." I never was 

personally impacted by Kreskin, but saw how many 

close & respected magicians whom I know, post about 

him which shows the impact he truly made. 

 

Regarding the Abbott House, we are excited to announce 

that Jered Schaugaard will be teaching our first series 

of Abbott House classes on BASIC CARD SLEIGHTS 

starting in January. It may have happened before you 

read this, but please take this as you are now aware they 

happen and stay tuned! David Fox has also agreed to 

teach those interested in a class on BASIC 

MENTALISM. You should PM David with your 
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interest. The interested group will work with David to 

come to consensus on best date, content, and length of 

class(es). 

 

I want to take a moment to spotlight a magician duo 

whom has made a significant impact in my life. Rick 

Wilcox, and his wife, Susan, inspired my journey into 

magic. I’ve witnessed them perform at least 7 times and 

they perform every grand illusion known to man, 

pouring heart and passion into their shows, acts, and 

outfits. If you ever find yourself in the Dells, seeing them 

perform in their humble, historic, & award-winning 

theater is a must! 

 

As for upcoming events, don’t forget the magic jams: 3rd 

Saturday at Inner Rail Omaha, & 1st Saturday at 

Telegraph Mill Coffee in Lincoln (watch Facebook for 

updates on cancelations, updates or relocations). 

 

Magic conventions: Magi-Fest in Columbus, Ohio, from 

January 23-25, is featuring Justin Willman headlining 

Saturday night. Also, mark your calendars for the 

AbraCORNdabra convention in Des Moines, Iowa, on 

May 16-18, 2025. 

 

Lastly, a big thank you to all members whom contribute 

to our meeting success! Notably Neil and his wife, Jill, 

for wrapping gifts for our 3rd Annual Holiday Party on 

December 16. Tim & Nathan for making our zoom 

members feel welcome and attended to, and Mike & 

Ruth organization of our meeting treats! It was a joy to 

celebrate the season with our members and share the 

magic of giving in December! 

 

As we move forward together, I encourage you all to 

share your magical moments from the past month. If you 

attended an event or had a special experience, please 

write it up and send it to Bob at gehringerr@cox.net . 

Your stories enrich our community and our newsletter.  

 

Let’s make this year not only about magic but about the 

magic of community. I look forward to seeing everyone 

at our upcoming meetings and events. Together, we can 

make 2025 a year to remember! 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Adam Schacht   

President, Omaha Magical Society 

2025 Membership Bonus! 
When you renew or begin your club 

membership in 2025, here's the 

BONUS you'll receive as a thank you 

for continuing to support the club. 

“CARRY IT ON YOUR PHONE … FILL A STAGE!” 

Not an app. Nothing to download.  

After asking the group how many have ever attended a 

Mystery Party, the mentalist magician suggests, "For 

anyone who has never been to one, let's have one right 

now!” 

Up to seven people are brought to the front of the room 

where a knife sits on a table. As the magician turns 

his/her back, the group decides who the murderer is 

going to be and then arranges themselves in a line – 

placing the murderer with the knife hidden on his/her 

person wherever in the line they wish. 

The magician is going to go down the row asking each 

person the same two questions.  

Each person has a choice to make. They can either lie on 

both questions or tell the truth on both questions as the 

magician attempts to pick up on any tells from the body 

language of the participants. The magician apparently 

jots down observations on his/her phone’s note app as 

each person responds. 

For dramatic effect … the magician immediately 

eliminates some and asks the others a couple additional 

questions (silly or serious) until finally only two remain.  

The magician starts to move towards one but suddenly 

turns and successfully determines the murderer - 

retrieving the hidden knife. 

Pay your 2025 $20 dues online here:  

https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/membership 

2025 OMS Officers 
President - Adam Schacht .................. schacht2222@gmail.com 
Vice President - Steve Lindeman ...... amazinglindy@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Bob Gehringer .......................... gehringerr@cox.net  
Secretary - Patrice Fisher .................. patricekfisher@yahoo.com  
Executive Director - Dave Arch .................... dave@sandler.com 

mailto:gehringerr@cox.net
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org/membership
mailto:amazinglindy@gmail.com
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December Re-Cap 

By 

Matt Spielman 
 

The OMS club hosted its third 

annual holiday party last month 

and celebrated by giving 

everyone in attendance a mystery gift before the night 

was over.  

Prior to the festivities Adam Schacht kicked off the 

meeting with a big announcement. He presented the 

David P. Abbott Award to Patrice Fisher for 

her hard work and dedication in acquiring the Abbott 

house for the club. Patrice is well deserving of the award 

and in addition to her work with the Abbott house she is 

a very active member of the club frequently volunteering 

for events, teaching routines during meetings, and serves 

on the club’s board of directors as Secretary. Be sure to 

congratulate her the next time you see her and check out 

her YouTube channel (Abbott House Updates with 

Patrice), another fine addition to her resume.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A table full of mystery gift bags provided by the OMS 

club was the showcase for the holiday party. Upon 

arrival attendees were assigned a random number to 

determine turn order in which they were able to choose 

between a gift from the table or to steal an already chosen 

gift. There was a great variety to choose from ranging 

from packet tricks, stage show props, magic books, and 

DVD lessons. Everyone had a great time catching up 

with friends and brainstorming ideas to utilize their new 

gift. I always appreciate hearing everyone's stories about 

their favorite moments from the year, mine would have 

to be the magic show and strolling performances our 

group provided the Boys Town members during a 

summer luncheon. Congratulations again to Patrice 

Fisher on the David P. Abbott award, looking forward 

to all the progress to be made in the new year.  
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Once again, this year Boys Town did something 

special for all the kids who had to stay on campus 

during the holidays. They provided a pasta 

luncheon, and OMS provided strolling 

entertainment for all in attendance. The club was 

represented by Arthur Fratelli and his son 

Fantastic Jack, Mike, and Ruth Bitter, Larry 

Brodahl, Patrice Fisher, Neil Babble, Adam 

Schacht, Junior magician Drewdini, and myself, 

Steve Lindeman. It was a very excited and 

appreciative audience. There was much laughter 

and amazement in the Great Hall. Thanks to all 

for making the holiday season a little brighter for 

kids and their houses. 
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A Paper Tear 
 

Books can be, and have been, written on methods for 

tearing, then magically restoring, a sheet of paper. All 

the good (and a lot of bad) methods require some 

preparation: pasting, folding, etc. This one, like the 

preceding method, does not. 

 

Of course, there has to be a pad of paper available. The 

size of the paper is immaterial; just don’t go to 

extremes—not too large and not too small. 

 

When ready to perform, tear a sheet of paper from the 

pad. That’s what it looks like; what you actually do is 

tear off two sheets. Just lift one sheet, then another, with 

your thumb tip, as if you were doing a Double Lift with 

cards (see fig. 240). 

 

Try not to call attention to the pad at this moment. No 

one knows you intend to do a trick, as yet. After you tear 

off the two sheets, hold them firmly, so that they don’t 

spread or separate. Then announce that you have an 

experiment to demonstrate. Don’t hold the sheet(s) of 

paper stationary, move it slightly as you talk. This is to 

make it impossible to tell that you’re holding more than 

one sheet. 

 

I'd like to tear this exactly in half.” Now, hold the sheets 

stationary and fold them in half, folding the left end 

inward onto the right end (see fig. 241). Crease the center 

fold sharply with your fingernail, then open the fold you 

originally folded, but open only a single sheet. Tear this 

half at the crease (see fig. 242). 

 

The illusion is perfect, because you’re really tearing the 

sheet in half. The extra sheet is safely hidden behind the 

right-hand half of the torn sheet. It’s so perfect an 

illusion that it gets better as you repeat it, as you keep 

tearing the visible sheet. 

 

Place the left-hand piece, the one you just tore off, in 

front of the right-hand half (that is, on the audience side, 

away from you). Place it flush. Turn these a quarter turn 

to the left (always keep the rectangle horizontal—the 

longer sides at top and bottom; you’ll see what I mean as 

you continue and as you look at the illustrations), and say 

that you’ll tear it again. Fold the left side inward, exactly 

as before. Crease the fold. Then open only the two 

thicknesses (see fig. 243).   

What you’re doing is folding the torn pieces together 

with the hidden sheet each time, and leaving only the 

hidden sheet folded on the inside. Tear off the left-hand 

side (two thicknesses) at the crease. Place these in front 

of the right-hand half. Repeat exactly; this time you’ll 

open out four thicknesses. Tear them at the crease. 

 

Continue (one or two more tears, according to the size of 

the sheet you started with) until you have a small packet 

of torn(?) paper. The torn pieces are in front (toward the 

audience); the folded, untorn sheet is at the rear. The 
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packet is at your right fingertips, fingers at front, thumb 

tip at rear. 

 

To end the effect, you must get rid of the torn pieces. The 

best way is the easiest. Fold the packet once more, but 

this time fold the right side outward so that the torn 

pieces go to the inside. Then, open the inside fold of the 

untorn sheet. 

 

What you’ve accomplished is to turn the packet, so that 

the torn pieces (folded smaller) are now behind the 

untorn sheet. Grasp the entire packet with your right 

fingers; hold the torn pieces with your right thumb, as 

your left fingers lift the untorn packet upward. (See fig. 

244 for a rear view.) 

Remove your left hand, and pause for a beat. Now, take 

the visible packet (untorn sheet) with your left hand. The 

torn pieces remain in your fight hand, hidden by your 

fingers. 

 

Move your left hand slightly to the left and upward; all 

your attention is on the packet of pieces (?) it holds. (This 

is the same misdirection used for the coin vanishes.) 

Meanwhile, keep your right hand stationary for a 

moment, then go into any convenient pocket for a 

paperclip, magic dust, wand, or whatever. Leave the 

pieces, and come out with the magic whatever! 

 

Tap, or wave, or sprinkle the pieces. It’s all buildup now. 

When you think you’ve "milked” it enough, with your 

fingertips only, slowly open the sheet of paper—to show 

it restored! 

 

Afterthoughts: After you try this once, you’ll see how 

pretty an effect it is. The steal of the torn-pieces packet 

will clear up for you after a try or two. And, after you 

play with it awhile, you’ll probably come up with other 

ways to steal those pieces. It’s easy enough to do as 

you’re squaring them, or folding them. What I described 

is what I use. 

 

 Only experience will teach you to tear the paper easily. 

You may have to adjust your grip each time to start the 

tear at the top, then move your hands down to continue 

tearing. The important point, of course, is to keep the 

untorn paper flush behind the torn pieces. Each time you 

tear, pause with your hands separated, so that it’s 

obvious that you’ve really torn the paper. 

 

The idea can be, and has been, used with cards. Do a 

double life and show he card, then hold it face toward 

you. You can appear to be tearing the shown card into 

quarters, while really tearing an indifferent card. (Just 

thought I’d mention this in passing; you may want to try 

to work out a routine using the idea.) 

 

From The Magic Book by Harry Lorayne.  Used with 

permission. 
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I'm excited to report the first ever joint get-together of 3 

Midwest magic clubs. The OMS, along with Justo Hijo 

magic club of Des Moines, and IBM Ring # 129 in 

Kansas City will hold a one day "mini 

convention".  Complete with a swap meet, lectures, close 

up show, and grand evening show.  Mark your calendars 

for the "Tri State Magic Party" slated for Saturday, 

March 8, 2025. Most events will take place at Mahoney  

 

I'm excited to report the 

first ever joint get-

together of 3 Midwest 

magic clubs. The OMS, 

along with Justo Hijo 

magic club of Des 

Moines, and IBM Ring # 

129 in Kansas City will 

hold a one day "mini 

convention".  Complete 

with a swap meet, 

lectures, close up show, and grand evening show.  Mark 

your calendars for the "Tri State Magic Party" slated for 

Saturday, March 8, 2025. Most events will take place at 

Mahoney State Park.  This annual event will rotate 

between all three cities.   Stay tuned as more details 

become available. – Steve Lindeman 
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omahamagazine.com 

Restoring Magic: Omaha Magical Society Brings 

New Life to the Abbott House   

 

ABBOTT HOUSE UPDATES 

with PATRICE

 
 

You can subscribe to the club’s YouTube channel 

with monthly videos documenting the refurbishing of 

The Abbott House. That’ll be 24 episodes. The first 

one has Patrice Fisher telling in her own words the 

backstory of how Teller’s donation of the house came 

to be … and there are three others already posted!   

 

To stay up-to-date on the house refurbishing you may 

subscribe to the channel here: 

 https://youtube.com/@abbotthouse 

 

https://www.omahamagazine.com/living/restoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3YypRcuOxX7aqPuhV6Si199kVRFsX7fp5HWSu9QOP1zABBL3LLkCvIFfk_aem_j-2uo4EHzkn42hHJxKDxnQ
https://www.omahamagazine.com/living/restoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3YypRcuOxX7aqPuhV6Si199kVRFsX7fp5HWSu9QOP1zABBL3LLkCvIFfk_aem_j-2uo4EHzkn42hHJxKDxnQ
https://www.omahamagazine.com/living/restoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3YypRcuOxX7aqPuhV6Si199kVRFsX7fp5HWSu9QOP1zABBL3LLkCvIFfk_aem_j-2uo4EHzkn42hHJxKDxnQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omahamagazine.com%2Fliving%2Frestoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3-jy6Dpq7hUoGfcRUfi12vlb3fKDO9M8c7cXwjotP2u7PnRMN-YpOJNfw_aem_MdQJE3c3SxVUl68Zz0zvaw&h=AT2YVe9Qnwf_9B2CQBzIHwDgtFdnvz52dqQcOQUKQj5SPOLfJD-1n5m_RLKS9CMUmiAbCJkPKggtww0ffjHYuwQFonwkwKLxAieBGRpG5tsdBv5kk8Ezg3WprDlWsQO-dlOm&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3x75ZmGstqVL9UwEIBTcGJEbx9_o6YSGt37qY6wTm9EHrIY7__qk0SeJPiy9cU9qPrxP3Tls84iNDCXPcqHES8-PwR4zyBJuhasVlVMyGRkGo0yqHW6MMEtI0lnSZHI2_dH-7O_I2tQU9pMfn4PRkXLQsfnGBSv7dylhvT9tapqH8hKeYod2Sgk3QXj0fE3ltrrwKkcDc0AdfV4Lp06NVjTWuA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omahamagazine.com%2Fliving%2Frestoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3-jy6Dpq7hUoGfcRUfi12vlb3fKDO9M8c7cXwjotP2u7PnRMN-YpOJNfw_aem_MdQJE3c3SxVUl68Zz0zvaw&h=AT2YVe9Qnwf_9B2CQBzIHwDgtFdnvz52dqQcOQUKQj5SPOLfJD-1n5m_RLKS9CMUmiAbCJkPKggtww0ffjHYuwQFonwkwKLxAieBGRpG5tsdBv5kk8Ezg3WprDlWsQO-dlOm&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3x75ZmGstqVL9UwEIBTcGJEbx9_o6YSGt37qY6wTm9EHrIY7__qk0SeJPiy9cU9qPrxP3Tls84iNDCXPcqHES8-PwR4zyBJuhasVlVMyGRkGo0yqHW6MMEtI0lnSZHI2_dH-7O_I2tQU9pMfn4PRkXLQsfnGBSv7dylhvT9tapqH8hKeYod2Sgk3QXj0fE3ltrrwKkcDc0AdfV4Lp06NVjTWuA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omahamagazine.com%2Fliving%2Frestoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3-jy6Dpq7hUoGfcRUfi12vlb3fKDO9M8c7cXwjotP2u7PnRMN-YpOJNfw_aem_MdQJE3c3SxVUl68Zz0zvaw&h=AT2YVe9Qnwf_9B2CQBzIHwDgtFdnvz52dqQcOQUKQj5SPOLfJD-1n5m_RLKS9CMUmiAbCJkPKggtww0ffjHYuwQFonwkwKLxAieBGRpG5tsdBv5kk8Ezg3WprDlWsQO-dlOm&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3x75ZmGstqVL9UwEIBTcGJEbx9_o6YSGt37qY6wTm9EHrIY7__qk0SeJPiy9cU9qPrxP3Tls84iNDCXPcqHES8-PwR4zyBJuhasVlVMyGRkGo0yqHW6MMEtI0lnSZHI2_dH-7O_I2tQU9pMfn4PRkXLQsfnGBSv7dylhvT9tapqH8hKeYod2Sgk3QXj0fE3ltrrwKkcDc0AdfV4Lp06NVjTWuA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omahamagazine.com%2Fliving%2Frestoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3-jy6Dpq7hUoGfcRUfi12vlb3fKDO9M8c7cXwjotP2u7PnRMN-YpOJNfw_aem_MdQJE3c3SxVUl68Zz0zvaw&h=AT2YVe9Qnwf_9B2CQBzIHwDgtFdnvz52dqQcOQUKQj5SPOLfJD-1n5m_RLKS9CMUmiAbCJkPKggtww0ffjHYuwQFonwkwKLxAieBGRpG5tsdBv5kk8Ezg3WprDlWsQO-dlOm&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3x75ZmGstqVL9UwEIBTcGJEbx9_o6YSGt37qY6wTm9EHrIY7__qk0SeJPiy9cU9qPrxP3Tls84iNDCXPcqHES8-PwR4zyBJuhasVlVMyGRkGo0yqHW6MMEtI0lnSZHI2_dH-7O_I2tQU9pMfn4PRkXLQsfnGBSv7dylhvT9tapqH8hKeYod2Sgk3QXj0fE3ltrrwKkcDc0AdfV4Lp06NVjTWuA
https://www.omahamagazine.com/living/restoring-magic-omaha-magical-society-brings-new-life-to-the-abbott-house/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3YypRcuOxX7aqPuhV6Si199kVRFsX7fp5HWSu9QOP1zABBL3LLkCvIFfk_aem_j-2uo4EHzkn42hHJxKDxnQ
https://youtube.com/@abbotthouse
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Abbott House Magic Class, January 2, 2025 

The Omaha Magical Society launched the new year with 

a "basic" card sleights class, taught by me (Jered Blake).  

There were a total of 10 magicians who showed up, 

which in my opinion, is the perfect number for a class 

like this. 

When I was initially asked to teach a basic card sleight 

class I thought, easy.  But the more I thought about it, the 

more difficult it became.  What does it mean to teach a 

basic card sleight to people who have been members of 

the OMS for a decade (in some cases two!)?  I reached 

out to magic friends and they all told me, basic card 

sleights are things like, Mechanics Grip, hand to hand 

card spreads, and overhand shuffling.  I'm sorry, that's 

not a class I want to teach. 

Because the OMS members are awesome...Tim Begley 

shot back a list of sleights: Elmsley/Jordan Count, Top 

Change, Palming a Card, Double Lift, Culling, False 

Shuffles, Mercury Fold, and Marlo Tilt (if I'm being 

honest, none of these is a "basic" card sleight).  Trevor 

Groenjes seconded the Cull, and with that, we had our 

starting point.  In the end, we decided on the 

Elmsley/Jordan Count, the Cull, and some false cuts and 

shuffles.   

We kicked off the class with a gambling/stacking trick 

that got after the after the cull, false cuts, and false (or 

control) shuffles.  

Then we worked on the Elmsley and Jordan Count.  A 

lot of magicians think they were born in the same family, 

but that's not really the case (maybe 2nd cousins).  That 

being said, they are great to practice together, as one sets 

you up to do the other. 

Everyone had great input; especially, Trevor who shared 

some handling ideas on the different sleights including a 

subtlety he uses with the Frank Thompson Cut (you'll 

have to ask him or watch the class). 

Then, the group got to listen to me rant on some general 

ideas about learning magic and being a magician.  If 

you've ever met me, you probably already have an idea 

of how that went.  I can be passionate about things to the 

point of being offensive. 

Then we digressed a bit and learned a variation on Dai 

Vernon's Twisting the Aces, to put the Elmsley Count to 

use. 

Everyone seemed to have a good time and the feedback 

I received points to everyone learning a little something, 

which is all I could really hope for.  If you didn't attend 

the class, all of the videos can be found at the following 

link with a big thanks to Larry Brodahl: 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1lV84ChrfjPuv6sf

Xvi7ugBjDeSAimun&si=NfhpBhGJlxVaMqgg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1lV84ChrfjPuv6sfXvi7ugBjDeSAimun&si=NfhpBhGJlxVaMqgg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1lV84ChrfjPuv6sfXvi7ugBjDeSAimun&si=NfhpBhGJlxVaMqgg
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13405 Marinda ST.                      

Omaha, NE  68144 

Monday Night Magic 
 

Monday January 20th
 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Cross Training Center  

5030 N. 72nd Street  

Omaha, NE 

 

Or just click on this link: https://zoom.us/j/4028718108 

(which is the same link we use for all of our monthly meetings). 

 

Check out our website: 

http://TheOmahaMagicalSociety.org 
 

http://theomahamagicalsociety.org/

