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A Letter 

From Lindy 

 

 

An anti-competition, competition??.... the idea is to do a 

good trick badly, and have it work perfectly???  The 

contestants, Jered Schaugaard, Roger Reece, and 

Larry Brodahl. Good magicians all, but could they be 

just the opposite this night?  So many mistakes for the 

judges to identify.  So, who was going to win That most 

appropriate trophy, and claim to be the best of the worst? 

.... or is that worst of the best?  If you missed the meeting, 

and none of this makes any sense to you. Check Matt 

Spielman's article, I'm sure he explains it better than I. 

All I know is Larry had the worst routine of the night, 

and that's good ...???   What I mean is Larry was just as 

bad as I knew he could be.... I mean.... Oh, never mind.  

The 91/2-hour drive from home to Colon, Michigan 

seemed to fly by.  A couple of podcasts, and some great 

conversation with my travel companions and we were 

there. Club members Doug Taylor, Joe Cole and myself 

made the pilgrimage to the 86th annual Abbotts Get 

Together.  A bucket list item for most magicians. As the 

deadline for this article is due before the convention 

ends, I'll just give you a little history of the event. Harry 

Blackstone Sr. moved to Colon in 1926. Percy Abbott 

arrived a short time later and the two started the 

Blackstone Magic company. In 1933 Percy opened 

his manufacturing company. He organized the first 

Abbott’s Get Together in 1934.  All of the top names in 

magic attended yearly including Dai Vernon, Karrell 

Fox, etc.  Now known as the Magic Capitol of World, 

Colon is so small they have no convention space or even 

a hotel. You must stay in one of the little towns around 

the area. Events are held at the high school or one of the 

several magic shops/theaters in Colon. Buried in the 

local cemetery there are currently 44 magicians, many 

with very unique markers.  This is small old school 

convention that just has a great feel. No huge crowds like 

so many today have. I’ll have more to say about the 

lectures and shows when we get home. Suffice it to say, 

all expectations were met. If you ever get the chance this 

is one event you should experience for yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

My photo is of Magician/actor, Michael Carbonaro 

who paid his way through college performing magic. He 

refined his recurring skit on the Tonight Show. Posing as 

a store clerk and tricking customers off the street. This 

clever premise led to his own television series, The 

Carbonaro Effect, which premiered in 2014. 

Lance Burton by the tombstone he had made for Gary Darwin 
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July Re-Cap 

by  

Matt Spielman 
 

 

          

The Anti-Competition Competition took place during 

our July meeting pitting 3 of our members against each 

other in hopes to take home a unique trophy. The rules 

for the competition were to perform a routine for the 

audience while simultaneously violating principles from 

our performance feedback form (i.e., stage use, prop 

management, proper audience management, etc.). 

Following each performance the audience was tasked 

with identifying and discussing which principles were 

broken and ultimately voting at the end for their favorite 

performance.  

 

Roger Reece led off the competition with a multiple card 

selection trick utilizing a “strawberry scent” to find the 

chosen cards. Despite “fumbling” the trick (one of the 

principles violated) all three cards were located from the 

deck and they all happened to be the only blue cards in a 

red deck, a wonderful kicker ending to the trick. Next up 

Larry Brodahl presented a mathematical trick for 

everyone in the audience to participate in. The 

“instructional clarity” principle was violated but after 

reiterating the instructions a few times everyone in the 

audience came up with their own 4-digit number and 

freely circled one of those numbers. Larry then was able  

to pick any audience member and ask them for a word 

that they would associate with their number choice along 

with 3 of the non-circled numbers and determine their 

circled number. Check out the OMS Facebook page for 

the origin and breakdown of the trick from Larry himself. 

The last performance of the night came from Jered 

Blake and his attempt at solving a Rubik’s cube in under 

3.13 seconds. After “mishandling” the wrong prop 

(principle violation) he was able to toss the cube into a 

bag and dump it onto a table solved in seconds. A 

fantastic ending to the trick was the retrieval of a full 

glass of water from the same bag used for the puzzle 

revelation. 

 

All 3 acts were performed extremely well despite 

the intentional self-sabotage from the performers. A 

great point was brought up in group discussion that 

principles from the feedback form can and often will be 

“violated” on purpose due to the character or structure of 

the performance itself. A prop could appear to be lost or 

broken due to error only to be found or restored later in 

the act, or the performer's “character” could be a crass 

loud mouth to invoke a certain feeling from the audience. 

Some of the best performers and performances tend to 

bend a few principles or rules. After counting up the 

group votes, Larry Brodahl was crowned the 

champion; he graciously accepted the trophy amid 

thunderous applause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger and Jered 

Dave awarding the trophy to Larry 

Thank you, Larry Brodahl, for 

your series of Larry’s Logic 

articles which ended in last 

month’s Flash Paper 
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MILES OF SMILES  

 

by Neil Bable 

  
  
Ah, the open road, the sounds 

of tires rolling, the beautiful, 

ever-changing landscapes of 

Nebraska, Kansas, New 

Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and 

Wyoming to name a few places.  Stopping in small 

towns to grab a bite to eat get gas and stretch my legs. 

All these things bring me smiles along those miles!  

 

My constant companions are my wife and my lovely 

little pocket mates, my sponge balls. They also bring 

smiles along the miles.  I carry them everywhere. You 

can tell because they get a bit squashed, sometimes they 

get lint on them, but boy do they bring smiles to people's 

faces when I introduce them to unsuspecting waitresses, 

store clerks and hotel staff!  

 

You know they almost have minds of their own. They 

pop out from behind an ear, or in my hand and then they 

perform their little routines and light up folks faces and 

sometimes they startle folks too.  They can turn a frown 

upside down, make someone's day or even make a person 

giggle too.   

 

Sharing is caring and that's 

what they do best.  Large 

crowds, small crowds, one 

person many persons, it 

doesn't matter who.  They 

especially like jumping 

from one hand to another 

and appearing and 

disappearing, being one or 

multiplying, even 

reappearing!  What fun it is 

indeed!  

 

Portability, compact ability, sustainability, are the best 

characteristics to describe my little friends.  I hope this 

article makes you chuckle just a bit, but more 

importantly it makes you smile!  

 

 

 

Unforgettable Week at Tannen’s Magic Camp 

By Easton Boettcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harrison Greenbaum with Easton at Tannen’s 

 

I had an amazing time at Tannen’s Magic Camp. I was 

able to do many incredible things. For starters, I got to 

learn a large number of tricks. I learned things from an 

improvement of the false transfer to a mentalism book 

trick where you know what word they are thinking of in 

that book. I was able to learn from some of the best 

magical minds including Michael Carbonaro, Rob 

Zabrecky, and Asi Wind. 

I participated in two different workshops while at 

camp. One was an impromptu workshop where we 

learned tricks that we could do in a coffee shop, a 

restaurant, and anywhere in between. The other was a 

comedy workshop where we learned how to make jokes 

in the moment. I believe that both of these workshops 

enhanced my magic skills. 

It was great to meet other young magicians my 

age and learn from them as well. We showed each other 

magic tricks and we shared our contact information with 

each other so we can continue to stay connected. I now 

have a few more tricks in my pocket and new friends to 

discuss magic with. 

My favorite part of each day was the night 

activity when there was a big show from famous 

magicians who were once sitting here in our shoes as 

young magicians. The tricks were great, and I couldn’t 

stop thinking about them after the show. My favorite 

show was camper comedy night where campers were 

able to pull out a funny comedy script about the 

counselors and other magicians that we saw that week. 

This week was a week I will never forget, and I am so 

honored and thankful to have been given the scholarship 

and opportunity to go to Tannen’s Magic Camp. 
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If you’ll bring your family and a side dish, the club will  

provide the chicken as we feed and entertain  

Boys Town residents. 

 

As you can see from last year’s picture, you’ll feel transported into a 

scene right out of a Harry Potter movie. 

 

First close-up magic will entertain the residents, and then a stage show 

will complete the event. 

This picnic is for our Club members and their families and friends as 

we host some of the Boys Town residents. We have a program prepared 

which will begin at 1:00pm.  At noon we encourage you to perform 

some walk around magic before the food lines open. Here’s a chance to 

practice some of your skills while entertaining the audience. There is a 

sign-up sheet on our Facebook page; or contact Roger Reese if you are 

not able to access it electronically.  Roger Reese: 

rreese3@hotmail.com 

RSVP by Tuesday August 13th so we know how much 

chicken to order. 

mailto:rreese3@hotmail.com
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Cash 

Conjuring 
 

Please take a piece of 

paper money and place it 

on the table in front of you. 

Then put three other non-

money items in a row 

beside the money. These 

other items might be pens, or pencils, erasers, scissors, 

pieces of paper or a combination of any of those. 

Please arrange the four items into a row with the piece of 

paper money being placed at the far-left end of the row. 

Now we’re going to mix up the items. When I say the 

word “change,” I want you to exchange the piece of 

paper money with the object next to it. 

If the bill is on the end of the row, you won’t have much 

of a choice since you must exchange the paper money 

with only the item next to it. However, as the money 

moves into the middle of the row, you can exchange it 

either with the item to the right or to the left of the bill. 

The decision is yours. Do you understand? Good. 

First, let your eyes roam across the row of four objects 

and make sure that the bill is on the far-left end of the 

row. Now when I say the word “change” remember to 

exchange the bill’s position with the item next to it. 

OK. . . “Change!” 

Now “Change” the bill’s position again with either the 

object to its right or to its left. 

Change again. 

Change again. 

And finally, “Change” one more time. 

Again, now let your eyes move slowly from the left of 

the row to the right. Try and send me a picture of what 

you see. 

Please remove the object from the far-left end of the row. 

I know that it’s not your money. 

Let your eyes look across the row one more time I will 

attempt to literally look through your eyes and see the 

remaining order. 

Please, just like before; please change the position of the 

bill one more time. 

Ah. . .. I see you didn’t have much of a choice since you 

had to change the bill with the item next to it. 

Oh well. . .please remove the object on the far-right end 

of the row. I know that it’s not your money. 

Now please look at your remaining two objects. Reach 

out your hand over both objects and remove the object ... 

to the left. It’s not your money either. 

Your money remains in front of you. 

Magically. . . that’s how to keep track of your money I 

hope you enjoyed it. 

From the book Magic Tricks to Amaze Yourself.  Used 

with permission. 

2024 OMS Officers 
President - Steve Lindeman ............ amazinglindy@gmail.com 

Vice President - Adam Schacht ......schacht2222@gmail.com 
Treasurer - Bob Gehringer .......................... gehringerr@cox.net  
Secretary - Patrice Fisher ............... patricekfisher@yahoo.com  
Executive Director - Dave Arch ................... dave@sandler.com 

Check out our website: 

http://TheOmahaMagicalSociety.org 
 

mailto:amazinglindy@gmail.com
http://theomahamagicalsociety.org/
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My first trip 
to the 

Magic Castle 
 

by 
 

Adam Schacht 
 
I arrived at the Magic 
Castle around 10:30am 
on Saturday for the 
brunch portion of the 
day. Despite having to 
wait outside in the 
warm sun initially, 

they provided cold water bottles and I was able 
to get in by showing my SAM membership (which 
to my surprise waived all the cover fees) and 
dressing appropriately in khakis, a button-up 
shirt, and dress shoes. 
 
Once inside, I spun around the library/entry area 
unsure of how to proceed until a child helpfully 
told me to say "open sesame" to access the next 
room. I wandered into the bar area, trying to 
figure out the schedule for the various magic 
shows. 
 
My first show was in the Close-Up Room, 
featuring a 20-year-old magician who had 
studied physics at Harvard. His trick involved a 
whiteboard sketch that revealed the selected 
card when turned upside down. 
 
I then went to the Brunch area, enjoying an 
omelet made right in front of me at the omelet 
bar. After brunch, I attended shows in the Parlor 
Theater, including acts by a young magician from 
Thailand doing the "Red Hot Mama" routine, and 
Michael Campion from Fuller House performing 
a blindfolded card stab trick. 
 

The full ticketed show hosted by Bruce Gould 
featured him poking fun at David Copperfield, 
as well as acts by FISM winner Anson Lee with 
his card manipulations, and Joshua Kenneth 
from Spain doing a "Miser's Dream" routine with 
smoke bubbles turning into coins. 
I also saw Funny Eddie, who I discovered shares 
my talent for realistic dog barking, which 
inspired me to potentially incorporate that into 
my own show. 
 

After heading 
back to my hotel 
and changing into 
a suit, I mapped 
out the rest of my 
visit in Excel to hit 
as many shows as 

possible. I intended to catch a 5 o’clock close-up 
show even though I arrived at 4:30. I still didn’t 
make it inside until 510 due to the line, so 
instead, I went downstairs to the cellar, which is 
a place where members can perform if they 
aren’t on the schedule; there was one guy down 
there doing some pretty cool stuff with rubber 
bands. And then I caught magician Mike 
Pisciotta who IS on the schedule doing up-close 
card and coin tricks who actually chose me to sit 
in his reserved seat at the bar to perform right in 
front of me! 
 
My 6 o'clock dinner reservation actually got 
pushed back to 6:15pm. However, the staff 
reassured me that it was perfectly okay to be late 
for my reservation, as they prefer guests don't 
leave a magic show midway through. I had a 
Wedge Salad, Filet and house Pinot Noir, all 5 
stars! 
 
During dinner I mentioned to my server that I 
had already seen the show with Bruce Gold. 
After I mentioned that to her, she went out of her 
way to try to get me a ticket for the upcoming 
ticketed show in the Peller Theater, even though 
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she couldn't guarantee availability. A few 
minutes later, she excitedly came back and let me 
know she was able to secure me a ticket! 
Dining alone isn't always the most fun, but the 
staff at the Magic Castle made me feel incredibly 
welcomed and accommodated throughout my 
meal. The server explained that if I wanted, I 
could even take my food to-go by having them 
coat check it and store it in their fridge, I took up 
that offer but of course I forgot to pick it up 
later…. She also mentioned you can order food 
and desserts from any of the bars through the 
castle until 11pm. 
 
After my dinner, I continued my magical evening 
at the Castle. Between that and the ticket show, I 
caught an act by John Carney in Palace of 
Prestidigitation. He ended his performance with 
an incredible "Ring in Walnut in Egg in Lemon" 
routine that was super well executed. 
 

The highlight of 
my night was 
being chosen as 
the volunteer for 
the ticketed 
Peller Theater 
show with Tyler 
Rabbit (Sleight 

Daddy) and Jackson Red. Incredibly, the 
prediction envelope contained a detailed 
description of me down to my suit type and 
name. I still have that prediction as a souvenir 
from this special moment.   
 
I then made my way to a close up show Joe Cole 
recommended I catch with Hiawatha, which was 
already full when I arrived. However, I jokingly 
told the doorman that I could just be a fly on the 
wall, and surprisingly he allowed me to slip 
inside and find a spot along the wall to watch. 
Hiawatha put on an amazing performance - his 
"Coins Across" trick using shells was beautifully 
executed. He also did a kalimba routine that 

involved music and storytelling in a unique way 
and the kalimba continued to play even after he 
set it down. 
 
After that, there were not many shows left, as it 
was nearing 11pm, I went down to the cellar and 
I struck up a conversation with a young 
Argentinian magician who was a member 
performing there. We discussed one-on-one the 
concept of always being prepared with a few 
tricks in your pocket, even though you shouldn’t 
typically do tricks if you’re not a member or 
asked to be there but he mentioned that’s correct 
but you should just in case an opportunity arises 
to perform some impromptu magic for someone 
notable at the castle. He explained that he 
wouldn’t be performing there if he hadn’t 
brought cards with him his first time. As more 
people discovered he was down there 
performing. He started up an act where he did 
cups and balls, but made mini garden gnomes 
appear. 
 
The last show I wanted to catch was at 12:15am 
so I spent some time checking out the invisible 
bird ghost piano player Irma, who would play any 
song upon request and surprisingly played my 
unique video game song requests. 
 
As the night wound down, I caught the 12:15am 
act of Kerry Ross in the Close-Up Gallery doing 
some classic magic routines with a modern flair. 
His performance capped off an absolutely jam-
packed day of incredible feats of illusion.   
 
Finally, around 1am, I called an Uber to take me 
back to my hotel. Though exhausted, I felt 
energized by all the amazing magic I had 
witnessed over the course of this unforgettable 
day at the Magic Castle. It truly reinforced my 
passion for magic and desire to keep practicing, 
learning new material, and always having a trick 
or two up my sleeve. I can't wait until my next 
visit! 
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Magic Club Picnic is back at  

the Boys Town Great Hall. 

Saturday, August 17th 

Noon to 2:00 pm 
 

This will be our August meeting. 

 

 

13405 Marinda ST.                      

Omaha, NE  68144 

This picnic is for our Club members and their families and friends as we host some of the Boys Town 

residents. We have a program prepared which will begin at 1:00pm.  At noon we encourage you to 

perform some walk around magic before the food lines open. Here’s a chance to practice some of your 

skills while entertaining the audience. There is a sign-up sheet on our Facebook page; or contact Roger 

Reese if you are not able to access it electronically.  Roger Reese: rreese3@hotmail.com 

RSVP by Tuesday August 13th so we know how much chicken to order. 

mailto:rreese3@hotmail.com

