
The Perf in s of

by Vojtech Maxa

~
Prague, Czechoslovakia

he story of Russian Perfins i s compl i cat ed and far from
complete. At the moment all we have available are bits and

pieces of information, some basic contradi ctions, and a few Perfins
about which very little really is known.

I have in my collection some old Russian stamps with t he Perfin M.rr.
over a number . Mos t of these Perfins ar e on the higher values of the
1913 Romanoff set. The frequent appearance of the same basic first
line with only a change in numeral suggests that the Perfins were used
by some kind of government agency rather than by priva t e firms.

With this clue, I set out to discover as much as possible about Russian
Perfins. My first lead came from the Honorary Secr et ar y of the British
Society of Russian Philately , Mr. John Lloyd . He sent me a copy of an
article published some time ago in the society journal . The article,
by a Mr. Werth, gave an explanation of the nature of Russian Perfins.

Werth says that becaus e Tzarist Russia had no posta ge due stamps, post
men collected postage due amounts in cash. Each day t he money collected
by all the postmen in a given post office was counted and stamps covering
the total amount were affixed in a special book . Thes e stamps were
perforated with the initials of the appropr i ate post office . Obviously,
the clerks made use of the high value s t amps to save time and space, but
sometimes kopek values wer e used to make the amount s come out to the
correct fraction of a ruble . The books were kept in the post office
valuts, but sometime during the Civil War, some of the books were stolen
and the perforated stamps wound up on t he market .

According to Werth, then , t he Russian Perf i ns are some sort of official
stamps used for internal accounting purpos es .

I published this information in Czechoslovakia 's Filatelie magazine and
quickly received a let ter from a Mr. Mazur of Mos cow- - and he told a
totally different story.

Mazur claims that Perfinned stamps were never used to account for postage
due money. Instead , he says, stamps equal to the amount pai d for such
things as registration fees , money order fees , and insurance fees were
affixed to forms , countersigned by the sender and t he clerk , and then
kept in the postal archives for proof in the event of a claim.
Originally the stamps--which were mostly the high values--were merely
cancelled With the date stamp of the particular post office involved.

However, says Mazur , a robbery of the postal archives around 1910 led
to a change. The robbers removed many of the stamps from the postal
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forms , cleaned them, and sold t hem to unsuspecting people. To preven t
a recurrence , the authorities decided to perforate the stamps on all
future receipt s.

Mazur says t ha t Perfins can be found on Russian stamps from 1911 to
1918 and t hat Russian collectors know 16 dies.

1 • M.rr. / numer a ls 1 to 69 8. r ,>.
2. TT. O./numeral s 2 and 3 9. A.K.
3. X. K.
4. B.lT• -- li TT - -10. - -MJ1 VI
5. - -- -VII

KPlEE.P.11-
12. KMEEb 2

6. U •P. 1a. MtlliCK.P.
7. VlP/A 1 • CMEI\A

15. N.P.
16. N.lAP.

In my own collec t ion I have var ious M.n. Perfins with the Roman numerals
I to VI. It seems t hat the lower numbers were both in Ar abic and Roman
numerals. For example , I have M.n./6 (Fi gure 1) as well as M. n . /V I
(Figure 2) . I also have M.n./9 and M.n./54 (Figur e 3), and one Per f in
B.n. (Fi gure 4 ) . All t hese have been r ecorded by the Rus sians.
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But I al so have some Perfins that are apparent l y unknown to our Russian
colleagues . I have a B. C. or possibly a B.O. (i t is a split as shown
in Figure 5), and I have a 7-hole "dot" as shown in Figure 6. I have a
T.K./3 (Fi gure 7) as well as a T.K./1. I also have a n .T.K (Fi gur e 8),
and a split (Figure 9) t hat i s probabl y a three character patt er n
combined wi t h a St. Andr ew' s cross. Finally I have a T. X. as shown in
Figure 10 .
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I admi ttedly know l ittle about any of t hese patterns, but the really
important t hing is t hat the T.K./3 and the B.C\ (or possibly it is a
B.O. ) patterns are on Lenin s tamps from 1926. This direc tly contradicts
t he contention that Per fins ceas ed to be used after the Revol ut i on .

All of these "f acts," however, do little more t han bring up several
points that need t o be clarified .

• Everybody seems t o agree that t he M.n. Perfins belonged to di f f er ent
Moscow post offices . But i f tha t is the case, then how i s it possible
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that t hese Mo scow Perfins show up with other t han Mos cow date stamps?
I have one in my collection, for example, which bears a Warsaw date
stamp . Mazur suggests that the s t amps were cancelled at t he pos t
office wher e t hey were bough t and affixed to the receipt s, but t hat
the Perfins wer e appli ed a t the main post office where t he receipts
were kept . However, we have unco vered 69 different Mo scow Perfins
but only t wo f rom Kiev and St. Pet ers bur g. Surely ther e mus t hav e
been more t han t wo post offices in t hese huge towns . (Remember that
until the Revolution, St. Peter sburg wa s t he capital of Rus s i a; Moscow
wa s made t he capital in 1918.--Editor )

• The Perfins s eem always t o have been per f orat ed from the obver se of
the stamp. I have a smal l cutting from which Perfins have been
removed and thi s paper--obviously part of an official form--is also
perforated. This supports Mazur 's t heory: the stamps on relatively
small recei pts could be perfora ted after they were affi xed but it
would be i mpossibl e to perforat e s t amps gl ued t o the pages of a
thick ac coun t ing book. If the s t amps were per for a t ed before they
were affixed i n t he book , t hey wpuld have t o exis t also wi t h Perfins
struck from the revers e of t he stamps .

• Mazur's explanation that t he postal authorities decided t o perforate
stamps on certain r eceipts to preven t t heir mis use i s not logical.
In this particular case t he authorit i es' pr imary interest was to keep
the receipts safe i n case of claims . The reuse of the stamps in the
case of a los s of t he rec ei pts was of secondar y importance only.
The entire scheme s eems to be too clumsy to be effective. Of course,
one must acknowledge t hat the Tzar i st bureaucrats were not the
brightest .

• The t heory t hat all Rus s i an Perfins ar e of an off i c i al character and
that t hey ceased t o be used after 191 8 probably won ' t hold up.
First we have seen Perfins N. P. and N. / PA which coul d hardly come
from any Russ i an pos t offi ce since t hey are written i n t he Latin
alphabet . Is it poss ibl e that they are, after al l, pr i vat e Perfins?
As to the Perfi n CMEdA, t her e i s a t own of Smel a some 50 mi l es south
of Kiev . Today t here are about 100, 000 people l iVing t here . Before
the Revolution it was much smal l er and it is hard to explain why a
post office i n a small t own so near t he capital of the Ukra ine would
have its own Per f in when much bigger post offices eVidently di d not
have them . I s i t possible that this Perfin belongs to a pr i va t e firm
called Smela?

• The existence of T. K./3 and B.C. (or B.O.) Perfins on Soviet stamps
of 1926 i s very puzzling. Wha t purpose did they serve? They could
have been used to account for post a ge due since the postage due
stamps wer e used only f rom 192~ to 1926.

• Is t here anything official in any government document to suppor t t he
use of Per f i n s i n Russ i a? Nei ther Wer th nor Mazur back up their
assertions with quot ations f rom a postal gaze t t e or any such of f i c i al
publicat i on . Any new postal sc heme of t his sor t surel y was made
official wi t h at least some paperwork.

In the absence of answers to at least some of t hese questions, Russi an
Perfins philately retains an air of mystery . Just what purpose did
Perfins serve in Russ ia?
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It is poss i bl e that somewhere inside Russia--or perhaps far remov ed
from Rus sia--there lies the key to an understanding of Rus s i an Per f i n s .
If any reader s of the Bulletin can provide additional leads, I hope
they wi l l contact me. I will carefully record new patterns, new post
marks , and new bits of information and I will keep the BUlletin f Ul l y
informed of my findings.

Vojtech Maxa
Antoninska 8
170 00 Pr aha

Czechos l ovaki a

Editor ' s Note: This article is the first in what we hope will be a
series of articles from ~~ . Maxa on Russian and other East Europ ean
Perfins . We urge readers who have Russian Perfins to contact ~~ .

Maxa and share their knowledge with him. Even if you have only a
stamp or two, please share it. Philatelic research is always a very
painstaking job of putting together many small pieces to come up with
the whole puzzle.

~eorge Fisher is a specialist
~in J apanese stamps and he is
doing a complete translation of
the Adachi ca t a l og of Perfins.
The transla t i on will be published
by t he International Society for
Japanese Philately. Mr. Fisher
has asked assistance of our mem
bers i n r eporting to him any
Japanese Perfins that are not in
the Adachi volume. He will give
credi t to assistance provided.
Wr i te him at 8407 Pinkney Street,
Omaha, NB 68134.

(;Y speaker before the Peoria, IL
~Philat elic Society last year
discus s ed Bavarian Perfins and we
of fer the following note from
t hat speech- -thanks t o Ivan Ley
who sent us the clipping.

"Four Perfins were used for
offic i al purposes. The B was for
t he Employers Council for the
Head Pos t Off ice and Railroad
Office s . The K was f or the Com
mittee f or the War Invalids. The
R was fo r t he Central Employers
Council in Mun ich. The LK was
for t he State Truck Lines."

~OllY Van Dyke writes that she
~uses damaged Perfins to cover
the top of her coffee table under
glass . Says it makes a nice dis
play and gets plenty of comment.
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! ow many--if any--Perfi ns are
known on the Kansas -Nebr a ska

ov rprint series of 1929? That's
the question posed by one member .
Carl Youngs has agreed t o c ompile
a checklist if members wil l con
tact hi m. He'll provide a write
up for the BUlletin, too. Wr i t e
Carl at 23 Ravenwood Drive,
Albany, NY 12205.

~ obert Sperring write s tha t a
~recent eye operation has
slowed him down temporarily. He
asks us to beg members' indul genc e
if he is a bit slower t han usual
answering correspondence . Bob,
incidentally, is preparing a
checklist of Perfins on the U. S.
Parcel Post stamps (Q1 -Q10) , and
he'll be happy to hear from mem
bers who have Perfins on thi s
series. Don't send the stamps ;
just send Bob a list of the pa t
terns and the values of the series
on which they appear. Bob' s
address is 2734 Quaker Brid ge Road,
Trenton, NJ 08619.

~ave stump writes that a check
~some years ago with the leading
Korean experts failed to turn up
a single Korean s t amp that had ever
been Perforated. That makes Korea
one of the few modern count r i e s in
which Perfins are totally unknown.


