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Dave Stump Discus ses

l'ERFINS 14Al:HINERY
Several articles on Perfins have illustrated machines

u sed to produce united States Perfins . Illustrat ion s
of four models of Cummins machines were once i n c lude d
i n a Bulletin. However, not too much i s known abou t
Perfins-making de v i c e s , especially those used or manu­
factured in other countries, and it would be well if an
attempt were made to record this important information
before it becomes totally
unavailable.

So far as is known, 1
t h e r e have been only t wo
manufacturers o f stamp
perf orators i n our coun­
t ry : the American Per­
f or a t or Company, and the
Cummi ns Corporation.

Correspondence with the r

American Perforator Com- •
pany once brought replies
on letterheads that had
the company name perfor­
ated across the top. The
old Bulletin logo was
copied directly from this
l e t t e r h e a d , a nd the same
pattern now appears on
Club stationery.

It is reported t hat the
machines used in Canada,
long before u.S. Perfins
were author ized in 1908, were manufactured by Sl op er .

Supplying machines for us e in the United States h a s
been s i mp lif i e d by the relatively uniform s ize o f our
country's definitives. The machines were built to t ak e
a horizontal row of either five or ten stamps a t one
t ime ; that is, the five or ten dies we r e fixed to cen­
ter on definitive s tamps of standard size. The number
of sheets accommodated at one time depended upon t h e
number of pins r e qu i r e d to produce the design. As a
rule of thumb, one machine manufacturer suggested that
with four lette r s in the design, four sheets (that is ,
four thicknes ses) could be safely put through the mach­
ine at one time .

About 1922, an e lect rically operated device became
available. I observed s u ch a device in operat i on a t
the stationery supply depo t of the Pennsylvania Ra i l­
roa d at Pit t sb u rgh. This mach i n e had t e n dies i n on e

--continued on page 5



Machinery . . . continued from page 1
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horizontal row. The punching
platform of the machine wa s about
waist high and wh e n the operator
depressed a foot pedal , the ma l e
dies descended a nd punch ed a com­
plete row of ten stamps . As the
foot pedal wa s released , the
sheet of stamps wa s automatically
advanced one row, thus pl a cing
the succeeding r ow in position
for punching. The thr ee i n i t i a l s
PRR were punched through five
sheets of stamps at one t ime , and
this machine suppl ied all o f the
perforated stamps used over the
entire railroad .

SINGLE DIE MACHINES

Many foreign countries do not
adhere to standard stamp sizes
and, as pointed out by Walter
Bose (#262) in his Arge n t i ne
catalog, foreign machinery is us­
ually designed to punch j us t one
stamp at a time . One such s ingle
die pe r f o r a t or , used in Prague ,
Czechoslovakia, is shown in Fig­
ure 1 through the courtesy of
Vojtech Maxa (#933).

FULL SHEET MACHINES

It has been reported tha t the
British have some machine s whi ch
wi l l accommodate one comple t e
sheet at a time ; that is, t he
entire sheet can be per f o r a t e d at
one stroke. Since Brit ish s tand­
ard sheets are 12 across and 20
high , such a mach i ne would have
24 0 dies. The Slope r Company did
custom perforating work f or i t s
clients , so it is entire l y con­
ceivable that such a machine
could be kept qu i t e busy.

CUMMINS CORPORATI ON MODELS

In the United States , Cummins
machines we r e made in four mode l s
over a period of y ear s.

• Model 50 was a sing le-die
machine discontinued about
1930 . There is supposed to
have been a Model 51 wh i ch had

two d i e s , but no illustrati on
has eve r been found.

• Model 52 was a five-die hand
operate d machine discontinue d
about 1939 .

• Model 53 wa s a ten-die hand
operated machine. The las t
one sold was in 1956 for $595.
In 1908 , the ma ch i ne sold for
$60 wi th dies of three or few­
er initials. At the same time
Model 52 sold for $35 with the
s ame restrictions.

• Mode l 56 was a ten-die elec ­
trically operated machine not
built after 1942.

PERFORATING COI LS

Walter Bose also l i s t s several
patterns said to be limited t o
coil stamps only, implying t hat
s ome machines we r e espec ial ly
s uited to handling stamps o f t his
kind.

I n t h e United States, we have
only a few patterns that regular ­
ly turn up on coils . One well ­
known type, used almos t exclu­
sively on coils, is the City of
Chicago's I WI LL (1-119) . But it
is quite awkwa r d to put coils
through one of the usual type s o f
perforat ing machines . a nd I have
neve r heard of a ma ch i ne designed
specifically for coil s tamps.

THE SCHERMACK PATTERNS

It is true t hat the Schermack
coils c ame with Perfins punched
in them, but these differ radi­
cally in manner of application.

Perfins , in the sense that we
usually think of them, a r e ap­
plied to l arg e numbers of stamps
at one time, a f te r wh i ch they are
distributed to var i ou s locations.
The Perf ins a re intended to pro­
tech the stamps in the handling
that takes place between the
point of supply a nd the point of
use.

--continued on page 6



MOLINE PLOW COMPANY patterns are giving
HELP WAN TED ! catalog chairman K. F. Lougee some prob-

lems. Wi l l anyone who has covers with
Mol ine Pl ow Company Per fins on them please loan them to V~. Lougee for
checking. If you have a clear cancellation on a s i n gl e stamp, t ha t too
would be helpful. All stamps will be returned promptly. Seems there is
wide var iance 1n measurements of some of the letters in the pa t t er n •
• • • And while you're checking, l ook f or a copy of B-135 (BIA). If you
have a copy of that one, please l oan it to Mr. Lougee so the illustra­
tion can be added t o the catalog. Otherwise, the pattern wi l l be con­
s idered a ghos t and el i minat ed from the l istings. ••• If you have any
Per fins on the 1902 issue that didn't show up on the checklist we pUb­
lished early thi s year, please contact Bill Corliss (Box 107 , Glen Arm ,
MD 21057) i mmedi a t el y . Bill is putting together an addendum to the list
already publ ished and he'd like t o make it as up to date a s poss i bl e .
• •• Incidentally , Bill reports that some body has come up with t he $5 of
the 1902 series in Perfin form--maki ng the entire set known wi th Per ­
fins .

Machinery. • • c ontinued

I n the Schermack machine, the
stamps we re k ept in a locked case
from wh i ch they were fe d and
a pplied directly to the envelope.
The hol e pattern was applied to
one s t amp a t a t ime as it wa s f ed
t o t h e po i n t of application. The
appl i cat ion of t h e Perfin real ly
served no useful purpose. The
prime purpose of the Pe rf in is to
p r o t e ct aga inst mi s us e a nd to
guard against theft. Wi t h the
stamps s a f e l y locked in a machine
t h ere was little chance of t heft .

At fi r st, a few Schermack coils
were punched with usu a l designs.
I have one wh i ch has been perfor­
ate d wi t h the BA of B. Al tman and
Comp a ny , the New York City firm ,
but s uch example s a re quite r are .

As mos t readers know, Sche rma ck
c oi l Perf ins are punched wi th a
nine-hol e c ode d patte rn. Whe n
n orma l patterns were fed into t he
Schermack machine, the small
metal fingers which were part of
the mechani sm that advanced the
stamp s as t h ey were used we r e ap t
to catch i n t h e holes. Therefor e
a new system had to be dev ise d in
which a s ma l l e r number of holes
were used and we r e concentrated
in the center of the stamp . This

is the reason for the nine -hole
code in Schermack Perf ins.

HELP ADD TO THE STORY

Al l of the informa t i on in this
a rticle comes from my f i l es wh i ch
a re quite extensive. However ,
much r emains to be tol d ab ou t
Perf ins machinery and i t is hoped
that readers who can add to the
story will communicate wi t h me.
As t ime permits, I will add new
ch a p t e r s to the story of Pe rf i n s
machinery.

AN OFFER

As men tioned earlier, illus­
trations of f our Cummi ns mac h ine s
we r e once distributed a s pa rt o f
a Bulletin. These four 8~ by 11
illustrations, suitable f or fram­
ing, repr oduce Cummings a dve r t i s ­
i ng material of ma ny years ago .

I s t i l l have a sma l l supply of
t h e s e illustrations and I wi l l
send a set, mailed flat, to mem­
bers wh o send me 40¢ to cove r t h e
postage and pack ing.

Editor's Note: Dave wi ll be on
an extended t r i p unti l ab ou t the
first of December, SO membe r s who
take adva ntage of his kind off e r
should not e xpe c t rapid del ivery
of the il lustrations.
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