
HUNGARIAN Stamps W ith Official

Punching - - Some Corrected Data
by l. S. Ettre

In the February-March 1971 issues of the News of Hun gar i an Philately
(the monthly publ i cation of the Socie t y f or Hungarian Philately, Uni t
No . 3~ of the Amer i can Philatelic Society), I published a two-part
a r t ic l e entitled HUNGARI AN STAMPS WI TH OFFICI AL PUNCHING . This article
wa s al so later reprint ed a s a brochure by The Perfins Club , for i ts
members . In this article , I di scus sed in de tail - among others - the
Hungarian stamps wi t h three-hole punching, forming a triangle and
is sued between 1921 and 192~.

When I wrote my article , I already had a complete collection of the
100 stamps existing with this per f oration: however , I did not have
sufficient larger blocks or full sheets to check t he location of the se
stamps wi t hin a sheet . For this reason , I repea t ed what was said i n
the Magyar Belyegek Monogr af i a j a (Monography of Hungarian Stamps , a
six-volume monography publi shed by the Federation of Hungarian Phila­
telists, BUdapest , Hungar y) - Vol. I , p. 585 and Vol . I V, p . 356 ­
as wel l as in an article in the Filateliai Szemle , the monthly journal
of the Hungar i an society .

Since that time , I compl et ed my collection with full sheets and/ or
large bl ock s of the various stamp types and found that the information
given in the quoted Hungar i an publications, and thus, consequently in
my own article , i s partly wrong.

I would like to give t he correct information to the readers of the
Per f i n s Bulletin .

Si x di f f er ent stamp type s have been issued wi t h the three-hole pun­
chi ng and we ha ve to discuss them separately: harvester stamps, aux­
iliary postage due stamps (overprinted harvester stamps), postage due
stamps , official stamps , parliament stamps, and Madonna stamps.

Harvester stamps . Here t he information is correct: the three-hole
punched stamps occupy t he two middle vertical columns. If we place
t he full sheet before us on the table, then t he top of the t r iangl e
is upwar d.

Auxiliary postage due stamps . Since t hese represent overprinted ha r­
vester stamps , t he posit i on of the three - hole punched stamps is iden­
tical to that given for the harvester stamps .

Po stage due stam~. The size of these stamps is the same as that of
the harvester stamps except that each stamp is of a horizontal f ormat.
Thus , their shee t can be considered as a sheet of t he harvester stamps
but turned 900 t o the r ight . Correspondingly, here , the three - hole
punched stamps occupy the two middle horizontal rows (p l ac i ng t he shee t
befor e us so t hat we can r ead the text) . Now the triangle points to
the right .

Of f i c i al s tamps . The si ze of these stamps is the same as of the pos­
t a ge due stamps and t he position of the t hree-hole pun ched stamps i s
al so t he same : they oc cupy the two middle horizontal rows and t he t ri­
an gl e poi nt s t oward the right .

Par liament stamps . These stamps are also horizontal in format , but
t heir wi dth is l onger t han that of the postage due and official st amps.
Agai n, the t hree-hole punched stamps occupy t he two middle horizont al
r ows but t he triangle points upward !

Madonna stamps . Al though the format of their sheet i~ similar to tha t
of the harvester st amps (except that t he s t amps ar e larger ), the posi-
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parliament

punched stamp s i s diff e r en t : t hey occupy t he
and no t ve r t ical ~ and the triangle stion of the three-hole

t wo middle horizontal
po i nt upwa r d .

In othe r words, the original info rma t ion given f or the
and Madonna s t a mp s wa s incor rec t .

The drawings below give sheet recon s tructions, i ndicating the po s i ­
t i on of the t h r ee - hol e pun ched stamps and the position of the triangles.

As ment i oned , I have either ful l she e ts or l arge blocksof ea ch s tamp
t ype and thUS , I can prove the co r r ec t ne s s of t hese po s i t i on s.

(Editor 's no te : L. S. Ettre exhibi t ed hi s collection of Hungar ian
stamp s With Offic i a l Punch i n g a t Elpex '73. The exhibit won second
prize in the Perfins category.)
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