
A PERFINS REPRINT _ This pa ge from the official organ of The Pe r f i n s
Cl ub of August~8 is repr i nt ed as a matter of interes~, bo t h as t o
the t ype of "chronicle" publi shed by our Club a~ that tlm~, and a s
to t he comments contained i n the front - pa ge artlcle WhlCh would
still appear to have a gr eat dea l of val i di t y . Remember, a compl ete
se t of the early publ i ca t i on s of The Perfins Club is now a vailabl e.
Members may bor row any Libr ary volume by wri ting to Floyd Walker, the
Cl ub libr a r i an .
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aged " it ;' The des ig n is partially
obliterated in the proces s . So do t he
various types o f cancella tions . Yet
no one complains. People collect pr e­
cance ls , cork cancels. a nd other ca n.
cel la ttcns . eve n pay premium fOI
t hem a nd w hen they exhi bit them
others rave over them . Whv no t the
same with perfin s ? -

w henever anyone is bold enough
to exhibit perftns , the judges sneer
ingly pass ov er them very quickly .
I have even heard one judge, w ho
condescendingly said that "at best
t hey arc only freaks and as such ,
could never be considered to place
in any stamp show." Yet he has one
of the bes t co llections of proofs i n
the country. Per-fine are bonaftdc .
postally used stamps, while proofs
are not. Do n't you t hi nk they d e­
serve more no tice a s such '":

Anyone wi th " the right connec­
tions" can g et proofs . Any one wttb
enough money can bu y mint s t amps.
but anyone who collects per-ti n s do cs
so by sheer energy a nd reaea..-ch .
They have been spur ned so long ,
that little is known a bout them an d
one is a lmost "on hi s own" fo r data .

N o, mi s te r collector, w hen you
coll ec t p er ftn s , you a re not col ­
lecting "holes ." You a r e collecting
the pe r sona l couriers of t he ba nk
who hand les you r money (or mort ­
gage ). the ma nufactu rer of your
.au t o. o r yo ur machines of trade .
your city or state governmental
agency. E ven the rail road t hat br-ings
the mail to yo ur tow n uses pe rfi ns .
Can't you fe el mo re a kin t o a col­
lection of s t a m ps like t hat. tha n
one of -t he stiff, formal k ind . Ma yb e
I'm just prejudiced. W ha t do YO U
think ':

---<0>---­
PLE ASE-- Ma ke money orders a nd
checks payable to PERFINS, not t o
H a llock Card. Leave Postal Notes
blank and they can be used t o pay
for advertising .

---·0 - - ·'
Hallock Card is using a rubbe r

stamp on his mail reading in 2 lin es:
It costs no more t o use

COMMEMORATIVES
These a re a vailable at i 5c each
postpa id."

- _ .._- - - - -
ADS :-1 c per wo rd. 3 times for the

price of 2.

PERFIN COLLECTORS ARE NOT
NEC E SS A R ILY CRAZ Y

Cha s . H. Regn ier
W herever and w henever' stamps

a re discussed among collectors, and
perti ns are mentioned, t he subject is
ve ry quickly changed (a lmo st t oo
politely) and a queer look comes in
their eyes, much as would come if
you casually me ntioned that you
were an inmate of t he local men tal
h ospital.

There seems to be a mistaken im­
pression that perfins are worthless,
a nd their collectors are demented.
Such belief is caused usually by one
of two factors, namely; just pl ai n
blissfu l ignorance , or, pride of own­
ersh ip. You can't bla m e anyone for
no t knowing all the facts , and you
ca n understand that it is only
hum a n to be lieve tha t what yo u ow n,
or collect , is better than the other
fe llow's.

Collectors of pe r fins , t he m selves,
a re most to blame for not "cduca t ­
ing" others to the "joys " of perfin
collecting, by collecti ng and fee ling
s ecretl y ashamed of doing so, a nd
by not speaking up a nd defend in g
themselves from t heir cr it ics. It is
in answer to a recen t blast I w rite
these lines .

A w idely publicized book a bout
s t a m ps by a very well known ph il ­
ateli st was published w ithin the la s t
yea r. It gave a lmost two pages , to
praising a well known woman's per­
fin collect ion . H e eve n called her an
outstanding "phtlatelette." Then later
on, in a glossary of philatelic t erm s,
a fter defining perforated initi al
s ta m ps , he goes on to add that t he
punching "damages them."

Oh, shades of Samuel Johnson
and his dictionary. H e de fined oat s
as "a cereal, used in E ng land a s
ho rse food and in Scotla nd as human
food ."

No, mister author. perforati ng in­
itials into stamps, does not necess ­
arily "damage" t hem. They are jus t
p r ivate controls. Why didn't you say
that p recancelling a stamp "da m -
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